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FEATURED ARTICLE 

¶ TRANSFORMING CITIES INTO EFFICIENT URBAN LIVING SPACE 

¶ INDO-BANGLADESH RELATION 

STATE ISSUES 

¶ Great Canara trails 

¶ Land purchase scheme 

¶ Nandini comes out with app 

¶ Alur Venkat Rao 

¶ New proposals for Bengaluru roads 

¶ Click to be part of BBMP restructuring exercise 

¶ From this year, Kannada to be first or second language in State board schools 

¶ State environment awards 

¶ Varsity launches certificate course for tourist guides 

¶ ¦b9{/h {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴέ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ {ƛǘŜ-- Hampi monuments 

¶ Karnataka to recover expenses from Tamil Nadu 

¶ Tamilnadu CM announces Rs. 41-cr. package for delta ryots 

¶ Suit against Karnataka for polluting rivers 

¶ Videoconferencing facility in State prisons soon 

¶ Telemedicine for Undertrials 

¶ Income limit of BC students raised to Rs. 6 lakh 

¶ Inter-district sand transport banned in DK 

¶ Mysore Silk saris 

¶ Calamity warning system 

¶ Y . YƻƭƛǿŀŘ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ 

¶ Mysuru zoo 

¶ Presidential nod for essential services Bill 

¶ KSPCB reverts to one-year consent for red-category industries 

¶ Dandeli Elephant Reserve notified 

¶ Syllabus revision committee, headed by writer Baraguru Ramachandrappa 

¶ Shalege banni Shanivaara, Kaliyalu Needi Sahakara 

¶ Now, anyone can learn from IIMB 

¶ Teachers rate themselves high in self-assessment 

¶ Lok Adalat for vehicle accident claim cases 

¶ Remote sensing centre gets new campus 

¶ Now, Vastra Bhagya for BPL families 

¶ Traditional fishing begins in Malpe 

¶ MCC launches emergency response units 

¶ Mangaluru has become child-ƭŀōƻǳǊ ŦǊŜŜΩ 

¶ Four suspected Bodo militants held in Bengaluru 

¶ Compulsory rural medical service to kick in Karnataka from current academic year 
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¶ Online blood banking networking project to be launched on June 18 

¶ Industrial park to come up in Chamarajanagar district 

¶ Kaiga nuclear power plant to get two more units 

¶ ΨYǊƛǎƘƛ !ōƘƛȅŀƴ 

¶ Dam Rehabilitation and Improvement Project (DRIP) 

¶ Karnataka reaches out to global investors 

¶ Lingambudhi Lake in Mysore to be conserved as biodiversity hotspot 

¶ Efforts on to conserve Bandur sheep 

¶ State govt. issues orders to drop communal violence cases 

¶ Karnataka to get six smart cities 

¶ Three-member Bruhat Bangalore Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) Restructuring Committee 

¶ Three tourist circuits identified to increase footfall in Cauvery basin 

¶ BSNL to offer free WiFi at tourist destinations 

¶ Lakes left high and dry: CAG report 

NATIONAL ISSUES 

¶ Govt. issues controversial land ordinance for third time 

¶ RBI cuts repo rate 

¶ Lϧ. aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ 55 bŜǿǎ ƘŜŀŘΩǎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ 

¶ The Rule of Law Index 2015 

¶ No interim maintenance for qualified woman, rules judge 

¶ Cattle smuggling sans borders 

¶ Ban on web app-based taxis remains in Delhi 

¶ Coal mines auction 

¶ New demand by States could hit GST rollout 

¶ Lead content in enamel paints high in the country 

¶ Prasar bharati regains its autonomy 

¶ Education loan default will affect credit score 

¶ River Ganga will show first signs of being pollution-free  

¶ Live Ink Character Recognition--technology eases evaluation 

¶ Konkan Railway takes the green route 

¶ Events on International Yoga Day 

¶ EPFO to invest 5% of funds in equity market 

¶ 5ǳǘŎƘ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜ ŦƻǊ aǳƳōŀƛΩǎ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ǊƻŀŘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ 

¶ RuPay 

¶ Ashobaa 

¶ Rs. 6,000-crore loan to help sugar mills clear cane arrears 

¶ Strategic debt revamp scheme 

¶ Army's clinical operation in N-E 

¶ MyaƴƳŀǊΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ LƴŘƛŀƴ !ǊƳȅϥǎ ƻǇŜŀǊǘƛƻƴǎ 

¶ CCTVs to be installed at U.P.-Nepal border 

¶ PM reviews progress of Swachh Bharat Mission 
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¶ Ban to be re-imposed on NSCN(K) 

¶ Mansarovar yatra begins 

¶ Govt. accepts a proposal to experiment with a solar-powered goods train 

¶ Rs. 1,500-cr. nuclear insurance 

¶ Panel to verify implementation of RTE Act 

¶ 4,300 from Afghanistan, Pak get citizenship 

¶ Fear runs high in enclaves 

¶ More housewives committing suicide, NCRB records show 

¶ aŀƴŘŀǘƻǊȅ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭ ǳƴǎŀŦŜ 

¶ Reusable Launch Vehicle (RLV) 

¶ Sakaar 

¶ One Rank One Pension 

¶ Government plans 20 million houses for urban poor 

¶ Revised minimum support price 

¶ Bandhan Financial Services to start bank on August 23 

¶ Panel on restructuring of the Indian Railways 

¶ Indian Institutes of Management Bill, 2015 

¶ River board notifies Krishna water allocation 

¶ MEA to recruit experts from private sector 

¶ NALSAR university,Hyderabad issues gender-neutral certificate 

¶ Black money law to have compliance window 

¶ Free distance education for transgenders, visually challenged 

¶ Navy transfers Kiran jet trainers to Air Force 

¶ Sovereign Gold Bonds 

¶ Draft amendments to Foreign Contribution Regulation Rules (FCRR). 

¶ MOM completes 100th orbit around Mars 

¶ Hackathon 

¶ India ranked best for investment 

¶ Eastern and western dedicated freight corridors 

¶ Rashtrapati Bhavan to get an AYUSH centre 

¶ New textiles policy aims at 35 million jobs, foreign investment 

INTERNATIONAL ISSUES 

¶ India-Bangladesh 

¶ India and Sweden 

¶ U.S.A. Patriot Act 

¶ Myanmar escorts 700 migrants toward Rakhine 

¶ India central to green energy plan: U.K. climate change envoy 

¶ Migrant camps near port cleared 

¶ E-visa for Swedish nationals soon: Pranab 

¶ India - Pakistan 

¶ India, Belarus agree on road map for stronger ties 
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¶ India raises with U.S. arms sale to Pak. 

¶ India signs pact on automatic exchange of tax information 

¶ Knowledge network to be open to all SAARC nations 

¶ NSA surveillance reform 

¶ Large Hadron Collider resumes atom smashing after two-year pause 

¶ LǎǊŀŜƭ ōǊŀƴŘǎ ōƻȅŎƻǘǘ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀ ΨǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ǘƘǊŜŀǘΩ 

¶ Political formation for Indian Tamils launched 

¶ MEA dismisses U.S. panel hearing on religious freedom 

¶ Modi wanted LAC clarified 

¶ tƭǳǘƻΩǎ Ƴƻƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƘŀƻǘƛŎ ǊƘȅǘƘƳ 

¶ India--Netherlands 

¶ China blamed for massive U.S. data breach 

¶ The China-India Line of Actual Control (LAC) 

¶ French Open 

¶ Nepal deadlock on a new constitution 

¶ Sri Lankan Cabinet clears new electoral system 

¶ Africa: 26-nation free trade pact signed 

¶ India ink four-nation Motor Vehicle Agreement 

¶ Pakistan violates ceasefire 

¶ LƴŘƛŀ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ 5ƻƴƻǊǎΩ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ bŜǇŀƭ 

¶ Countries support India's labour inspection reforms 

¶ Yunnan, W. Bengal the key drivers for BCIM 

¶ INSTC members discuss dry runs along Caspian Sea 

¶ Saudi strikes hit heritage site 

¶ Agriculture a key area in Delhi-Colombo ties 

¶ Land pact rollout in next 11 months 

¶ Turkey allows entry to Syrian refugees 

¶ Greece Crisis 

¶ Pak.-Russia deal on Mi-35 copters 

¶ World gets ready for Yoga Day 

¶ India ς Tanzania cooperation 

¶ Kanishka blast memorial 

¶ India moves to reset ties with Iran 

¶ BCIM economic corridor 

¶ Indo-Myanmar relationship 

¶ U.S. Supreme Court ruled gay and lesbian couples  enjoyed a constitutional right to marry 

¶ India and Thailand 

¶ INS Teg/  India-Seychelles 

¶ Unmanned SpaceX rocket explodes after Florida launch 

¶ Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB)  
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TRANSFORMING CITIES INTO EFFICIENT URBAN 

LIVING SPACE 

¶ The Prime Minister launched three missions on Smart Cities, Atal Mission for Rejuvenation 
and Urban Transformation, and Housing for All. 

¶ States and Union Territories will have a greater say in implementation of the three flagship 
schemes for urban development 

¶ Operational guidelines for implementation of Smart Cities, Atal Mission for Rejuvenation 
and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) and Housing for All by 2022 in urban areas were 
released at the launch of these three mega projects. 

¶ According to the guidelines, the states and Union Territories will have full liberty and 
flexibility in formulation, approval and execution of projects under the three missions. 

¶ The Centre has virtually withdrawn from the earlier practice of appraising and sanctioning 
individual projects, thereby ending the scope for subjectivity and discretion. 

¶ Based on the learnings of implementation of Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal 
aƛǎǎƛƻƴ όWbb¦waύ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴŘŜŘ ǳǇ ƛƴ άǎǳō-optimal physical and financial perfƻǊƳŀƴŎŜέΣ 
Urban Development and Housing for Urban Poverty Alleviation ministries have sought to 
ensure timely sanction and execution and certainty of resources for various projects and 
participation of citizens in identifying development needs under the new urban schemes. 

¶ The major new provisions incorporated in the guidelines and common to all the three 
urban missions include objective criteria for selection of cities and allocation of funds. 

¶ Smart City project aims development 100 Smart Cities while 500 cities are being identified 
under AMRUT. Housing for All renamed as Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana envisages 
construction of 2 crore affordable houses for poor in urban areas. 

¶ According to the guidelines, potential Smart Cities and AMRUT cities are to be based on an 
objective and equitable criteria giving equal weightage to urban population and number of 
statutory cities in each State/UT. 
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¶ For smart city development, each selected city will be provided central assistance of Rs 100 
cr per year while under AMRUT, allocation of funds will be as per urban population and 
number of cities/towns in each state/UT. 

¶ The guidelines allow States/UTs to appraise and approve individual projects unlike in the 
past when Union Urban Ministry to do so. 

¶ To avoid delays and non-completion of projects on due to lack of resources, States/UTs will 
now be required to firmly indicate resource tie ups under state level action plans. 

¶ To enhance urban governance, clear action plans for timely implementation of identified 
reforms need to be indicated and consultations with urban citizens made mandatory to 
ensure need based and bottom up planning of projects. 

¶ The public-private partnership model shall be the main resource of resource mobilisation 
and there will be involvement of MPs and MLAs in formulation and monitoring of projects. 

Smart Cities 

¶ Rs 48,000 crore would be spent on creating 100 smart cities across India. Based on the 
population and area, a fix number has been allocated for each state. 

¶ Hence, Uttar Pradesh, the most populated state will get 13 smart cities, meanwhile Tamil 
Nadu will receive 12 smart cities. Maharashtra will get 10 cities, while Karnataka and 
Gujarat will get 6 each. 

¶ ! Ψ/ƛǘȅ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΩ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŎƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ 
most eligible of them for conversion into smart cities. 

What is Smart city? 

A 'smart city' is an urban region that is highly advanced in terms of overall infrastructure, 
sustainable real estate, communications and market viability. It is a city where information 
technology is the principal infrastructure and the basis for providing essential services to 
residents. There are many technological platforms involved, including but not limited to 
automated sensor networks and data centres. 

In a smart city, economic development and activity is sustainable and rationally incremental by 
virtue of being based on success-oriented market drivers such as supply and demand. They 
benefit everybody, including citizens, businesses, the government and the environment. 

¶ 60 such cities would be developed in the first phase. 

¶ The Centre plans to link financing to the ability of each city to meet the mission objectives. 

¶ Special Purpose Vehicles (SPV) will be created for each selected city and the respective 
states will be responsible to ensure that adequate resources are made available to the 
SPVs. 
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AMRUT/ Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation 

 

 

A mission aimed at transforming 500 cities and towns into efficient urban living spaces, with 
special focus on a healthy and green environment for children. 

Under AMRUT, states shall transfer funds to urban local bodies within 7 days of transfer by 
central government and no diversion of funds be made, failing which penal interest would be 
charged besides taking other adverse action by the centre. 

Attributes 

¶ Cooperative federalism- Freedom to States/ULBs to design and implement. 

¶ Service Delivery ς Focus on infrastructure that leads to delivery of services to citizens. 

¶ Reforms Incentivised ς 10% incentive for Achievement of Reforms. 

¶ Capacity building strategy. 

¶ O&M of infrastructure built-in at Planning stage itself. 

¶ Focus on Planning before hand 

Thrust Areas 

¶ Water supply 

¶ Sewerage facilities and septage management 

¶ Storm water drains to reduce flooding 

¶ Pedestrian, non-motorized and public transport  

¶ Facilities, parking spaces 
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¶ Enhancing amenity value of cities by creating and Upgrading green spaces, parks and 
recreation Centers, especially for children. 

Coverage 

¶ Five hundred (500) cities will be taken up having a population greater than one lakh 
(100,000) 

Funds Allocation 

¶ Formula for Allocation to States - total population and number of statutory urban towns 
(50:50) 

¶ State contribution to the project cost shall not be less than 20%. 

¶ Funds distribution ς 
Á Project fund - 80% of the annual budgetary allocation (90% during first year). 
Á Incentive for Reforms - 10% 

Schemes covered ς 

¶ Water supply 

¶ Sewerage network 

¶ Septage management 

¶ Storm water drainage 

¶ Urban Transport 

¶ Green spaces and parks 

Mission Management 

¶ National Level ς  Apex Committee (AC) chaired by Secretary (UD) 

¶ State Level ς High Powered Steering Committee (SHPSC) chaired by State Chief Secretary 
and SLTC chaired by the Principal Secretary 

¶ District Level ς Review and Monitoring Committee (DLRMC) cochaired by Member(s) of 
Parliament with the District Collector 

¶ City Level ς ULBs will be responsible for Implementation of Mission 

Reforms 

¶ The  Mission  mandates  a  set  of  11  reforms  which  have  to  be implemented by all the 
States and Mission cities. 

¶ Each  year  some  Reforms  to  be  implemented  and  10%  has been set aside as incentives 
ŦƻǊ {ǘŀǘŜǎκ¦[.ǎ ƎǊŀŘŜŘ ƻƴ ōŀǎƛǎ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜŦƻǊƳ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ 

¶ Technical  and  Financial  assistance  will  be  given  for  Reform implementation 

¶ The 11 reforms to be implemented in four years include:  

mailto:nammakpsc@gmail.com/


www.nammakpsc.com 

 

10   CONTACT: nammakpsc@gmail.com/ 9632757615       ©nammakpsc 

 

Promoting e-governance, improving collection of various taxes, fee and user 
charges, Augmenting double entry accounting, constitution and professionalisation 
of municipal cadre, preparation of GIS based Master Plans, devolution of funds and 
functionaries to urban local bodies, review of building by-laws, setting up financial 
intermediaries for pooling and disbursement of resources, credit rating of urban 
local bodies, energy and water audit and achieving Swachh Bharat milestones. 

Action Plans should provide for operation and maintenance costs for assets created for at least 
five years based on user charges. 

Instead of penalising States/urban local bodies for non-implementation of reforms by linking fund 
release with progress on reforms resulting in delays, the guidelines now provide for incentivising 
reforms by earmarking 10 per cent of annual allocation to be allocated to good performers at the 
end of each year. 

So how are the two projects different? 

Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT)  

¶ Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) has a wider reach in 
terms of the number of cities covered and therefore the funds available for each city 
would be proportionately less. 

¶ The mission takes a project approach in working towards improving existing basic 
infrastructure services like extending clean drinking water supply, improving sewerage 
networks, developing septage management, laying of storm water drains, improving public 
transport services and creating green public spaces like parks etc, with special focus on 
creating healthy open spaces for children. 

¶ 500 cities and towns will be selected on the basis of population i.e. one lakh and above, 
while the other criteria of selection will apply for certain locations like tourist popularity, 
cities located at the stems of main rivers, certain popular hill towns and some select 
islands. 

¶ The centre is laying out guidelines on the basis of which states will be free to suggest cities 
that they wish to bring under AMRUT. 

¶ AMRUT is actually a new avatar of the existing JNNURM and will extend support to till 
2017 to those projects that are at least 50% complete under the earlier JNNURM. Over 400 
existing projects are likely to benefit from this. 

The Smart Cities Mission  

¶ The Smart Cities Mission will focus on developing 100 select Smart cities by focusing on 
optimising efficiencies in urban services and infrastructure management, with proactive 
use of technology and people participation. 

¶ The Mission will support each selected city with Rs 100 crore per year, for a period of five 
years. 
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¶ Given the fact that each city and town is unique and has its own priorities for 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜǎ ŀƴ ΨŀǊŜŀ ōŀǎŜŘΩ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜnt that will 
cover retrofitting or redevelopment as per Local Area Plan. 

¶ While retrofitting will focus on removing deficiencies in existing local infrastructure, 
redevelopment will focus on re-building those areas where existing infrastructure cannot 
be converted or improved further due to limitations of space. 

¶ The Smart Cities Mission will also look at optimizing basic core infrastructure services like 
clean drinking water supply, optimized power distribution, introducing efficient solid waste 
management, affordable housing to cater to various sections, efficient and intelligent 
public transportation systems and active use of IT infrastructure to improve service 
delivery and management. 

¶ New cities planned will incorporate all aspects of urban infrastructure and ensure green 
and sustainable living. 

How it incentivises the states? 

¶ Through both these missions, the Centre has taken a fresh approach by involving active 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘƻ ΨǎƘƻǊǘƭƛǎǘΩ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǿƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
brought under the respective missions and take responsibility for their implementation 
and fund allocation 

¶ In addition, the state will undertake supervision and monitoring of project milestones, as 
per agreed guidelines. 

¶ Unlike earlier practice, the Centre will not appraise project performance and will leave that 
to the respective states. Central contribution of funds release will be linked to broad 
mission objectives being met. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ΨǎǳƎƎŜǎǘΩ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǎ ǇŜǊ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƳŀǘǊƛȄ ƭŀƛŘ ƻǳǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Ŏentre. For 
ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ƳŀǊǘ /ƛǘƛŜǎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ŀ Ψ{ƳŀǊǘ /ƛǘȅ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΩ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ 
for cities that wish to come under the mission plan. 

¶ Central funding to the states for each city will be released in three installments in the ratio 
of 20:40:40 and would be linked to milestones being achieved, as per State Annual Action 
Plan. 

¶ To promote early implementation by the states, the centre will incentivise the states by 
offering to release 10% of the budget allocation, based on reforms implementation in the 
previous year. 

Challenges ahead 

¶ Till now central control over projects did not succeed in improving or incentivising state 
level involvement. With the new approach of extending central funding support and 
leaving it to the states to execute and monitor the projects as per their priorities and local 
needs, the centre has shifted the challenge and responsibility to the states. 

¶ The problem is that municipal functioning at the state level is heavily politicized and 
corrupt. The big question is ς will the states be able to rise above petty politics and ensure 
corrupt free and efficient implementation of mission objectives? 
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¶ There cannot be a successful urban mission of transformation without establishing the 
requisite professionally run management structure, with necessary checks and balances 
built-in, and one that has the ability to adopt technology and deliver efficient services. 

¶ .ƻǘƘ Ψ!aw¦¢Ω ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ{ƳŀǊǘ /ƛǘƛŜǎ aƛǎǎƛƻƴΩ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳ ŦƻǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƻƻ 
ambitious and offering too little by way of funding. 

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY)- Housing for All by 2022 

¶ The Prime Minister observed that a house would be a major turning point in the lives of 
the poor as it would motivate them towards higher goals like earning and saving more for 
further bettering their living standards. 

¶ The Government is committed to enable 2 cr urban poor own their houses by the year 
2022, the 75 year of Independence of the Country. 

¶ According to current estimates, the urban population of the country, which has already 
seen a sharp increase over the past decade, is set to see a phenomenal growth in the years 
to come. 

¶ One of the biggest challenges faced by the country will be providing affordable housing, 
sanitation and development, and a safe environment to the city dwellers. 

¶ It is to address these issues that Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Housing for 
All by 2022 scheme, also known as the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY) on 25 June 
2015 at a launch ceremony in Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi. 

Components/options to States/Union Territories and cities 

1. Slum rehabilitation of Slum Dwellers with participation of private developers using land as 
a resource. 

2. Promotion of affordable housing for weaker section through credit linked subsidy. 
3. Affordable housing in partnership with Public & Private sectors 
4. Subsidy for beneficiary-led individual house construction or enhancement. 

Scheme Details 

¶ According to the terms of the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana, the government of India will 
undertake to construct about two crore houses by the year 2022. 

¶ Each house provided under the scheme will involve a central grant of about INR 1 lakh 
which may go up to INR 2.3 lakhs. This will come as part of a 6.5 percent interest rate 
subsidy scheme (previous schemes had an interest rate subsidy of about 1 percent). 

¶ Currently housing loan interest rates are estimated at about 10.5 percent. The subsidy 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ōŜ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǊŜƭƛŜŦ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨIƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ !ƭƭΩ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ 
all previous government housing schemes such as the Rajiv Awas Yojana. 

¶ According to preliminary estimates, the Housing for All by 2022 will cost the central 
government about INR three lakh crore spread over the next seven years. 

¶ Apart from the PMAY itself, the government has come up with a number of incentives and 
subsidies for the development of housing in urban areas. One of these is the grant of INR 1 
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lakh per beneficiary to state governments for the development of housing projects in slum 
areas. 

¶ Transgenders and widows, members of the lower income groups and urban poor, and the 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes shall be granted preference when they try to avail 
the affordable housing scheme. 

¶ Apart from these groups members of society who often find themselves out of a home, 
seniors and differently-abled people shall also gain preference in allotment of houses. 

¶ It is also mandatory that while registering to avail the benefits of the scheme, the 
ōŜƴŜŦƛŎƛŀǊƛŜǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƻǊ ǿƛŦŜΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΦ 

Conclusion 

It must be seen in the context where most cities and towns in India have suffered years of 
neglect, with minimal investment in improving existing infrastructure or building new ones. This 
mission is a beginning towards initiating the much needed transformation. 

After all, urban infrastructure development cannot stop with one government but must remain a 
part of an ongoing process. The fact that this government has initiated steps with active 
participation from the states, could well give much needed impetus to an overstressed and 
obsolete infrastructure 

Through implementation of these missions, the Central government hopes to catalyze 
transformation of approach and functioning of the existing municipal corporations into 
professionally run efficient bodies. 

For mission success, it is imperative to introduce professional staff that can introduce e-
governance, transparency in project tendering and monitoring, reviewing existing Building by-
laws, transparent and efficient funds allocation and management, efficient tax collection 
mechanisms, and most of all, inclusion of people participation and focus on people-centric 
services. 

If successful, this will indeed be a significant step for India to seriously build a nationwide green 
and sustainable urban infrastructure.  
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STATE ISSUES 
 

 

Great Canara trails 

Á The Ministry of Environment and Forests and the Tourism Ministry have given the green 
signal to the Great Canara trails, the longest jungle trail in India. 

Á The 270-kilometre-long foot trek trail, which will be open to people in November, was 
created by the Forest department for the Karnataka State Eco-Tourism Development 
Board (KSETDB). 

Á It will be popularised and operated by the Tourism department along with Jungle Lodges 
and Resorts (JLR). 

Á The 25-day long Great Canara trails will have 17 camps and will cover some parts of Eco-
Trails (which offers  smaller day-long 10 km treks). 

Á Trekking is becoming a trend in India now and many in the State want to explore the 
Western Ghats. So far, people relied on private unregulated companies for the treks 

Á The trail starts at Jog Falls and ends at Castle Rock passing through Katlekan - Garuda Jog - 
Unchalli, Devimane Ghat - Shivaganga Falls - Ganesh Falls - Bedti River Valley - Lalguli - Kali 
River - Shivapura in Anshi - Ulavi - Kumbarawada - Kuveshi - Diggi. 

Land purchase scheme 

Á State-run Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Development Corporation scheme for Scheduled Caste (SC) 
help landless SCs to purchase land. 

Á Under this scheme only the landless agricultural labourers from the Scheduled Caste are 
eligible to purchase land from non-SC/ST landholders. 

Á A committee headed by an MLA identifies beneficiaries. The land identified should be 
within five-ƪƳ ǊŀŘƛǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƴŜŦƛŎƛŀǊȅΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ 
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