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ANALYSIS OF PAPER-1 KPSC PRELIMS 2014-15

Ancient India/Karnataka 5 10
Medieval India/ Karnataka 6 12
Modern India/ Karnataka 8 16
Indian Polity/ Indian Constitution/ Administration/ 13 26
Governance
Geography 20 40
Environment 4 8
Economy/ Welfare Programme 24 48
Current Affairs/ General Knoweldge 20 40
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TOPICS BREAKDOWN

Economy/ Welfare Programme

Balance of Payments
India Higher education
Five year plan

Per capita Income
Output measurement
Land holdings/reforms
Birth rate

Taxes

. Regional imbalance- Karnataka
10 Industrial Licensing
11.BRICS Bank
12.Poverty Measurement
13.Petroleum pricing
14.FTA

15.BIMSTEC

16.WTO

17.Foreign trade policy
18.FDI

19.Economic integration
20.Rural development programme
21.Ship building industry
22.Petroleum decontrol
23.WTO

24.Namma Mane

0w N A WN e

Geography

Geological process

Solar system

Oceans

Great Lakes

Land classification-India
Climate

Coal fields

Cyclones

. Canadian Pacific Railways
10 Karnataka Coastal plain

©oNOU A WNE

11.Watershed development

programme
12.Railway in Karnataka
13.Rainfall in Karnataka
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14.Kalasa Banduri water dispute

15.Dams in Karnataka

16.Districts in Karnataka

17.Cotton trade

18.Rainfall- India

19.Bus service between India and
Pakistan

20.Water use

Current Affairs

Jnanapith Award

Arab spring

SAARC countries

Mahila Bank

Solar power project

Jan Dhan Yojana

Alcohol consumption

Fields Medal

. Indian Language Internet Alliance

10 Boko Haram

11.Yeonpyeong Island

12.Euro zone

13.Kayakalp

14.Kanhar Dam Project

15.Mobile Phone users

16.Asia’s Power Business women-
2015

17.Noble peace prize

18.Tiger estimation

19.Social Forestry programme

20.Referendum in United Kingdom

Lo NOULBAWNRE

Indian Polity

Prime Minister

Preamble

Civil Services

National Commission for women
Elections

Basic feature of Indian constitution
Writs

Emergency

O N A WNE
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9. Directive Principle 1. Delhi Sultanate
10.Joint session 2. Satavahanas
11.Constitutional rights 3. Mughals
12.Federalism 4. Deccan Sultanate
13.Finance commission 5. Vijayanagara Empire
Modern Inida/ Karnataka history Ancient India/Karnataka History
1. Salt satyagraha in Karnataka 1. Indus Valley civilization
2. Status of Mysore state 2. Buddhism
3. Mappila rebellion 3. Sangam Literature
4. Civil Disobedience movement in 4. Gupta Age
Karnataka 5. 9" and 10 century North India
5. Ryotwari System
6. Lahore session Environment
7. Charter Act 1813 )
8. Plan of Balkan 1. Photosynthesis
2. Ozone layer
Medieval India/ Karnataka History 3. Savanna Biome
4. National Parks
\CURRENT AFFAIRS TOPICS

\FRP for Sugar Farmers|

Topic: Economy; Karnataka Issue

For the first time, sugarcane farmers in Karnataka will get prices linked to the sugar
recovery percentage of their produce

At its meeting in Bengaluru, the sugarcane price board instructed all 63 sugar factories in
the State to provide fair and remunerative price (FRP), which is linked to the sugar
recovery percentage of their produce.

Though the FRP is supposed to be linked to recovery percentage, the board had not
insisted on implementing the norm last year due to falling sugar prices.

As per the norms factories would have to pay Rs. 2,300 per tonne at a sugar recovery rate
of 9.5 per cent. Any higher recovery rate will get them an additional Rs. 245 per tonne for
every percentage point hike beyond 9.5 per cent

The board also ratified the decision to make farmers pay for the cutting of the standing
sugarcane crop and its transportation to factories. A formula, which decides the expenses
based on factors such as extent of land and transportation distance, has been finalised
While some sugar mill owners demanded that the government assist them in paying the
full FRP, the authorities asked them to pay the arrears of Rs.1,400 crore to farmers before
seeking help.
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e Farmers’ representatives expressed their displeasure over some sugar mills issuing
advertisements expressing their inability to pay farmers.

Panel for permitting sand extraction in karnataka

Topic: Karnataka Issue/ Governance

e A seven-member committee of the Legislative Assembly headed by S. Rafiqg Ahmed has
tabled its interim report in the Assembly the committee. It suggested wide-ranging
reforms in sand mining.

o The committee, which held discussions with seven departments and visited several places,
expressed dissatisfaction over the implementation of the 2011 sand policy by the PWD.

e Authorities suggested payment of a portion of the royalty to gram panchayats for
developing infrastructure.

Recommendations

e Recommended establishment of sand depots in Bengaluru and Hubballi-Dharwad on a
pilot basis.

o Establishment of a single-window agency for dealing with permits pertaining to sand
extraction

o Permitted extraction of sand from 500 spots by December-end

e The police should refrain from exercising powers on vehicles transporting sand

o Formation of a panel comprising officials of the departments of Mines and Geology,
Environment, and Forests, tahsildar, and MLAs in each district to crackdown on illegal sand
extraction.

e It said the Public Works Department (PWD) or Mysore Minerals Ltd. must take steps to run
the sand depots.

e In the case of shortage of staff, it recommended outsourcing manpower for handling the
depots and sale of sand from the depots at government price.

e It recommended developing a website for providing information on sand extraction,
transportation, prices etc.

e People should be allowed to book sand from BangaloreOne and KarnatakaOne centres and
Nemmadi Kendras by making advance payment.

e Wide-ranging reforms to simplify procedures for granting permits for setting up
manufactured-sand (M-sand) units.

e The committee favoured granting electricity subsidy, tax holidays, and capital subsidy for
promoting investment in M-sand.

e The committee opposed transportation of sand to other States and recommended
enforcement of strict measures at check-posts.
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On the lines of Maharashtra, it said Karnataka should seek permission from the Centre to

use suction pumps to extract sand from riverbeds.

Current status of mining

Topic:

Currently, sand is being extracted from 89 spots. A total of 727 sand deposits have been

identified across the State.

The Mines and Geology Department has granted permission for extracting sand from 464

deposits.

Gram Swaraj Panchayat Raj bill, 2015

Polity and Governance/ Karnataka Issue

The State Cabinet gave its nod for incorporating several changes in the panchayat raj

legislation

Amendments are based on the recommendations made by a committee headed by former

speaker K R Ramesh Kumar.

The bill will be tabled in the winter session of the legislature commencing on November 16

As many as 110 amendments will be incorporated.

Some of the provisions of the bill

The present 20-month tenure of gram/taluk/zilla panchayat presidents will be extended to

five years.

Apart from gram sabhas and ward sabhas,
habitat sabhas will have to be held in
isolated habitations at least once in six
months.

All zilla panchayat presidents will be given
minister-of-state rank.

Holding panchayat adalats and making it
mandatory for calling tenders for works
above Rs 20 lakh

The Bill also makes it mandatory for
declaration of assets and liabilities of
elected GP members.

The bill envisages tax collection for local bodies

SUNDAY MANTHAN

TAXES ON PROPERTIES
BUILDINGS TAXES ON CAPITAL
VALUE OF PROPERTY

Z Residential buildings From 0.05% to 0.10%

~ Commercial buildings From 020 % to 05 %

2 Industries From 04% to 1%

= Vacant land above 4,000 sqmt | Rs. 50 a month

= Taxes on advertisements,
hoardings Rs. 12,000 a month

= Taxes on mobile towers, Rs. 50 to Rs. 1 lakh
windmills, and solar parks a year depending upon

turbine

PARKING FEE RS. PER DAY

Z Bus, lorry Rs. 50

= Car and LMVs Rs. 20

=~ Motorcycle Rs.10

~ Fee for every head of cattle
brought for sale in fairs Rs.5

= Fee on road cutting charges Rs. 450 per metre for
for laying optical fibre cables | three ducts

~ Additional ducts Rs. 75 per metre

= Supervision charges Rs. 75 per metre
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To allow greater autonomy at the grassroots level, gram panchayats (GPs) in the State will
be empowered to generate more funds to meet their own expenses and improve
infrastructure.

The bill envisages GPs to collect tax from owners of residential buildings, commercial
buildings, industries, factories, IT parks, hardware parks, textile parks, power plants,
special economic zones, vacant plots, and on advertisement and hoardings.

The GPs will be empowered to levy taxes on mobile towers, windmills and solar parks,
collect vehicle parking fee from owners of buses, trucks, and motorcycle, fee on
registration of cattle, fee on grazing cattle in grazing lands, and road cutting charges.

It provides for devolution of funds based on the recommendations of the State Finance
Commission and not less than 20 per cent of such funds should be untied grants.

GPs are at present suffering from inadequate funds and many of them have no money to
pay electricity and water bills.

\]uvenile Justice (Amendment) Bill, 2015

Topic: Governance/ National Issue

The Rajya Sabha cleared the Juvenile Justice (Amendment) Bill, 2015

The bill lowers the age of a legally defined juvenile from 18 to 16 in the case of heinous
crimes..

The Bill replaces the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2000. It
addresses children in conflict with law and children in need of care and protection.

It was introduced in Parliament last year after public outrage because one of the offenders
in the 2012 gang rape case was a few months short of 18 years of age.

The bill had already been passed by the Lok Sabha in May. It now needs the President's
assent to become law.

The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Amendment Bill 2015

1.

2.

3.

The bill aims to "consolidate and amend the law relating to children alleged and found to
be in conflict with law and children in need of care and protection by catering to their basic
needs through proper care, protection, development, treatment, social re-integration, by
adopting a child-friendly approach."

The bill allows for juveniles 16 years or older to be tried as adults for heinous offences like
rape and murder. Heinous offences are those which are punishable with imprisonment of
Seven years or more.

The bill mandates setting up Juvenile Justice Boards and Child Welfare Committees in
every district. Both must have at least one woman member each.
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4. The Child Welfare Committees- will look at institutional care for children in their
respective districts. Each committee will have a chairperson and four other members, all
specialists in matters relating to children.

5. Juvenile Justice Boards- The decision to try a juvenile 16 years or older as an adult will be
taken by the Juvenile Justice Board. The board will have a judicial magistrate and two
social workers as members. If the board decides against it, the juvenile will be sent for
rehabilitation.

6. Also, any 16-18 year old, who commits a lesser, i.e., serious offence, may be tried as an
adult only if he is apprehended after the age of 21 years.

7. The bill also deals with adoption of children and lays down the eligibility criteria for
adoptive parents. A central adoptive resource agency will frame the rules for adoption,
which will be implemented by state and district level agencies.

8. Penalties for cruelty against a child, offering a narcotic substance to a child, and abduction
or selling a child have been prescribed.

Key Issues and Analysis

o There are differing views on whether juveniles should be tried as adults. Some argue that
the current law does not act as a deterrent for juveniles committing heinous crimes.
Another view is that a reformative approach will reduce likelihood of repeating offences.

e The provision of trying a juvenile committing a serious or heinous offence as an adult
based on date of apprehension could violate the Article 14 (right to equality) and Article 21
(requiring that laws and procedures are fair and reasonable). The provision also counters
the spirit of Article 20(1) by according a higher penalty for the same offence, if the person
is apprehended after 21 years of age.

e The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child requires all signatory countries to treat every
child under the age of 18 years as equal. The provision of trying a juvenile as an adult
contravenes the Convention.

e Some penalties provided in the Bill are not in proportion to the gravity of the offence. For
example, the penalty for selling a child is lower than that for offering intoxicating or
psychotropic substances to a child.

e The Standing Committee examining the Bill observed that the Bill was based on misleading
data regarding juvenile crimes and violated certain provisions of the Constitution.
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\Integrated farmingl

Topic: Science and Technology/
Agriculture/ Environment

ORGANISATION &
PLANNING

e Integrated Farming (IF) is a whole SRS ol o & soca
farm management system which 4%
i deli inabl s oA
aims to deliver more sustainable e £
& POLLUTION
agriculture. It can be applied to any iy EISA

European Initiative for
Sustainable Development
in Agriculture

o Integrated )

continuous improvement in all CONSERVATION . PROTECTION
Farming

farming system around the world.
e It involves attention to detail and

areas of a farming business through
informed management processes.

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY,
HEALTH & WELFARE ; SOIL

e Integrated Farming combines the MANAGEMENT
best of modern tools and

CROP HEALTH &
PROTECTION NUTRITION

technologies with traditional
practices according to a given site
and situation. In simple words, it means using many ways of cultivation in a small space or
land.

e Its farming system where high quality food, feed, fibre and renewable energy are produced
by using resources such as soil, water, air and nature as well as regulating factors to farm
sustainably and with as little polluting inputs as possible

Currently in news

o UAS-B to showcase integrated farming models’ demonstration plots to instil confidence
among farmers at Krishi Mela

o Demonstration plots of integrated farming system models would be set up in all the seven
Krishi Vigyan Kendras spread across 10 districts coming under the jurisdiction of the
university to create awareness among farmers about sustainable agricultural practices.

e Itis possible to earn around Rs. 35,000 to Rs. 40,000 a month from just one hectare (two
and half acres) of farm land with a borewell through the integrated farming system,
according to on-field experiments of the University of Agricultural Sciences, Bengaluru
(UAS-B).

o Based on its experiments over the years, the university has developed an integrated
farming system model. Under this, the total plot of 2.5 acres is divided into five
components earmarked for growing food crops, commercial crops, ornamental flowers,
etc.
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Efficient utilisation of resources and analysing the market trends was the key to success of
these models.

The dry-land model has a farm pond to harvest rain water which is used during kharif for
growing short-duration vegetables.

\Kyasanur Forest Disease

Topic: Science and Technology

Kyasanur Forest Disease or KFD is also known as monkey fever

KFD is a tick-borne viral disease that was first reported in 1957 from Kyasanur, a village in

Shivamogga district
It gets transmitted from monkeys to humans through tick bite
Major symptoms comprise high fever, joint pain, bleeding in nose and gums

Vaccination drive in Karnataka

Topic:

A total of 92 KFD positive cases were reported in the district in 2012, followed by three in
2013, 143 in 2014 and 41 this year.

According to the existing guidelines, vaccination would be undertaken in the five-km radius
of the place where KFD positive cases had been reported.

The Department of Health and Family Welfare will undertake a vaccination drive against
KFD, from December 2 to 5.

Those between the ages of 6 to 65 will be covered under the vaccination drive

The department plans to administer three doses of the vaccine to ensure complete
protection against the disease.

The second round of vaccination would be taken up during January and the third one,
which is known as booster dose, would be administered in June 2016.

31 people have died of Kyasanur Forest Disease in Karnataka since 1957

It is proposed to cover 31,550 people under this year’s drive

About 805 places have been identified in Tirthahalli and Hosanagar taluks as most affected
areas

\Trade Facilitation Agreement

Economy/ International Affairs

World Trade Organisation - Nairobi meeting from December 15 to 18.
India is likely to ratify the World Trade Organisation’s (WTO) Trade Facilitation Agreement
(TFA), aimed at easing customs rules to expedite trade flows
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Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA)

e The Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA) was one among the 10 agreements of the deal the
WTO members (including India) had agreed upon in December 2013 Bali Ministerial
meeting.

e The TFA seeks to speed up global trade by reforming customs procedures and cutting red
tape.

e The deadline to sign the agreement is July 31 and the deal has to come into force fully by
2015.

o Itis being believed, especially by the proponents of the agreement that deal could add $1
trillion to global GDP and also can generate 21 million jobs by slashing red tape and
streamlining customs.

e The developing country especially India and South Africa wants that before pushing for this
TFA thing why WTO don't discuss and allay our concern on food subsidy which is a lifeline
for lakhs of BPL people in these countries.

e In November last year, WTO member countries had adopted a “protocol of amendment”
to make the TFA a part of the overall WTO Agreement. However, the TFA will become
operational only after two-thirds of the members ratify it. So far, only 53 of the 162
member countries have done so.

e« New Delhi is planning to ratify the TFA as part of the government’s initiatives to attract
more investment by improving India’s ranking in the World Bank’s “ease of doing business”
report.

e The government wants India to leapfrog its position from 130th this year (out of 189
countries) to the top 100 next year and then in the top 50 soon.

e A Cabinet note on the issue of TFA ratification is being circulated among Ministries for
their views.

Concern

e India might not take advantage of the entire range of flexibilities in the TFA available for
similar developing countries to determine which commitment they will implement at what
time

What flexibilities

e The flexibilities are available in the TFA for developing countries
e They include allowing them to take sufficient time in implementing certain commitments
and the provision to seek assistance or support from donor countries for capacity building.

Implications

SUNDAY MANTHAN NammaKPSC




Not using all the available safeguards could lead to greater chances of India finding it
difficult to implement all its TFA-related commitments on time

Thereby giving opportunities to other countries to drag it (India) to the WTO’s dispute
settlement panel

For instance if India had already ratified the World Trade Organisation’s Trade Facilitation
Agreement (TFA) without taking complete advantage of the leeway available to developing
countries, it could have been, for instance, taken to the WTO’s dispute settlement panel by
Nepal.

Further, given the persisting differences with the developed world on issues of high
importance to India, ratifying the TFA so early will result in India losing yet another
bargaining chip to secure its interests. The items being championed by India include
finding a permanent solution to the issue of public stockholding for food security purposes
as well as measures to protect poor farmers from sudden import surges of farm products.
Implementing such commitments as part of TFA require not only sufficient time but also a
huge amount of investment.

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

1. Which of the following statement with c. iandii

respect to Sugar Industry (or sector) is true:

i.  Fair Remunerative Package (FRP) is
issued by State government

ii.  FRPis paid by the government directly
to the farmers

Select the correct statement using the code
below:

i only

ii only

iandii

none of the above is true

fao oW

2. Which of the following is true with respect
to Sugar cane production:

i. India is the largest producer of sugarcane in
the world

ii. Karnataka is the 2nd largest producer of
sugarcane in India

Select the correct statement using the code
below:

a. ionly
b. iionly

SUNDAY MANTHAN

d. none of the above is true

3. Dry sunny weather is ideal for growth of
sugarcane. What is the reason for the same?

a. Makes the cane soft
Ensures high sucrose content

c. Increases the resistance of cane to
diseases

d. None of the above

4. Which of the following doesnt have GI tag?

Chanpatna craft
Mysore Silk
Bengali Rosogolla
Kasuti Embroidery

0o

5. Which of the following is incorrect with
respect to Krishi Vigyan Kendras?

a. Conducting on-farm testing to identify
the location specific technologies

b. Provide soft loan to farmers to buy
technology

c. Organizing need based training for
farmers

d. Creating awareness about improved
agricultural technologies

NammaKPSC




6. Kyasanur Forest disease is a...

a. Viral disease

b. Fungal disease

c. Bacterial disease

d. Auto immune disease

7. Kyasanur Forest disease is also known as..

a. Avian influenza
b. Swine flu

c. Monkey fever
d. Bird flu

8. 10th Ministerial Conference of the World
Trade Organization was held in?

a. Nairobi
b. Bali

c. Paris

d. Geneva

9. The principle of Most Favoured Nation
Principle of WTO applies to:

i.  Trade in Goods
ii.  Trade in services
iii. ~ Trade related aspects of intellectual
properties

Select the correct statement using the code
below:

iand ii only

ii and iii only

i and iii only

all of the above are true

fao oW

10. Which of the following country cannot
become the member of International Solar
Alliance?

a. India

b. Singapore
c. Srilanka
d. Norway

11. Kayakalp council is related to

a. Higher education
b. Indian Railways
c. Manual Scavenging rehabilitation
d. Skill India
SUNDAY MANTHAN

12. Which of the following is true about CITES

1. CITES is an international treaty that
aims to ensure that international trade
in specimens of wild animals and plants
does not threaten their survival.

2. The treaty is legally binding on the
parties

Choose the appropriate option from below

Only 1

Only 2

Both 1 and 2
None of the above

oo w

13. Which of the following is true about
Khajane?

1. KHAJANE computerises all the 216
treasury offices in Karnataka and is
connected to a central server at the
State Secretariat

2. It helps in instant payment of salaries
and pension for state government
employees

Choose the appropriate option

Only 1

Only 2

Both 1 and 2
None of the above

OoOowx

14. BT cotton is

A. A drought resistant variety of GM crop

B. Resistant to all types of pest infestation,
especially bollworm

C. Genetically engineered with a gene from
the bacteria Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt)

D. A high yield variety of cotton that is
both environment friendly and requires
less water

15. Which of the following is true about El
Nifio

A. Its a weather phenomenon resulting in
warmer than expected ocean
temperatures in the
central and eastern parts of the tropical
belt of the Pacific Ocean.
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B. It leads to disrupted monsoon and
drought conditions in india

Choose the appropriate option

Only 1

Only 2

Both 1 and 2
None of the above

O 0w

16. Which of the following affects Indian
Monsoon

El Nino

Indian ocean dipole
Tropical easterly jet stream
Western disturbances

OO wmx

Choose the appropriate option

Only 1

Only 1 and 2
Only 1,2 and 3
All the above

OO wx

17. AMRUT scheme is
A. Being Hubballi-
Dharwad

B. Aims to ensure adequate robust
sewerage networks and water supply
for urban transformation.

implemented in

Choose the appropriate option

Only 1

Only 2

Both 1 and 2
None of the above

O 0w

18. Which of the following is true about
Karnataka legislative council?

1. The method of election is Preferential
voting system

2. The electorate has been given an
opportunity to cast NOTA votes.

3. The Council isnow composed of 75
members

Choose the appropriate option

A. Only1
B. Only 1and 2
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C. Only 1,2and 3
D. None of the above

19. Accessible India, Empowered India,is a
scheme

A. Aimed at ease of access for persons with
disabilities in government buildings and
public transport.

B. To improve access of easy finance to
MSMEs in India

C. To improve accessibility of higher
education to minority and SC, ST women
to higher education

D. To skill unskilled labourers in
construction sector to gain access to
formal workforce

20. Which of these following Industrial
corridors pass through Karnataka?

a. DMIC
b. BMEC
c. VCIC
d. AKIC
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