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Essay at Eight

Day 1
FINAL LEG OF PREPARATION FOR ESSAY-> booklet will help students to improvise marks.

KAS (KPSC - Karnataka Administrative Services)
e Marks: Essay = 250 Marks (in Paper 1 of Mains)
e Time: 3 hours
e Format: Usually Part A — National/Global (2 topics) and Part B — Karnataka/Regional
(2 topics) (Choose one from each part - 125 x 2 = 250 marks)
e Word Limit: ~1500 words
Importance:
e Often the most scoring paper if written with clarity and Karnataka-specific examples.
e Reflects governance awareness, regional sensitivity, and administrative mindset.
e A well-written essay reflects your readiness for decision-making roles.
e In KPSC KAS essay, topics are question based, sometime lengthy questions are being
given.
e Question paper is becoming tougher and tougher (earlier we saw 8 topics in exam to
latest only 2 compulsory topics given in exam).

What a Good Essay Should Reflect (KAS/PSI/UPSC: Common Across All)

Attribute What Examiners Look For

Structure Clear intro, logical body, optimistic conclusion
Balance Multiple perspectives, no extremism

Originality Insightful ideas, not rote-learned content

Relevance Examples, data, and schemes aligned with topic
Clarity Simple language, short paragraphs, strong connectors
Flow Smooth transition of ideas; avoids abrupt jumps

BIG QUESTION arises for us —
1. How to select topic? (go through video for this)
2. How to STRUCTURE essay?

| am sharing an example for essay topic here:

Ex —One nation one election is in news-> topic can be framed in many ways-

Essay 1 — “One Nation, One Election: A Step Towards Political Stability or a Threat to
Federalism?”

Or

Essay 2 — “The Concept of ONOE: Challenges and Opportunities for Indian Democracy”

In the above topic 1 & 2, two different topics are framed but theme is ONOE.

CONTENT will vary for both essays.

Hence we can say that CONTENT FOR EVRY ESSAY WILL VARY/DIFFERS. Content will be written
as per demand of essay.
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FOLLOW THESE PARAMETERS:

J Decode topic correctly

J Make a brainstorming- BLUEPRINT for essay

J Understand chronology- ideas should be arranged based on given topic
J Then write essay.

How essay should be?
Here's a clear and practical tabular breakdown showing how many words to write in the
Introduction, Body, and Conclusion for essays in KAS PSI UPSC exam-

NOTE: Essay is all about arranging ideas in order, writing what is asked in topic (not to write
what you know but write what is asked in topic)

ESSAY STRUCTURE BREAKDOWN: WORD COUNT DISTRIBUTION

Exam Total Word | Introduction Body (Main | Conclusion
Limit Content)
UPSC CSE 1000-1200 120-150 words | 750-850 words | 100-150 words
words
KAS (KPSC) 1500 words 150-180 words | 1000-1200 100-150 words
words
PSI (Karnataka) | ~600 words 60—-80 words 400-450 words | 60—80 words

HERE | AM SHARING KAS ESSAY TIPS:
Dear students, | have made an effort here to show you — STRUCTURE of essay:
1. INTRODUCTION:
How to Write Various Types of Introductions
Introduction = 10—-15% of the essay (150-225 words in-a 1500-word essay)
ﬂ Ways to Start an Introduction:
e Quotes — “Educationis not the learning of facts, but training of the mind” — Einstein
e Real-life Success Stories — Use compelling examples or inspiring biographies
e Situations/Scenarios — Create vivid imagery or contextual setups
e Data/Statistics — Start with strong numbers or trends
e Contrasting Themes — E.g., two opposing views or extremes
e News-based Opening — Start with a recent event
e Questions/Debate — Pose a dilemma to provoke thought
¢ Poems/Tripadis — Use creative elements (esp. Kannada context)
ﬂThesis Statement (Optional but Effective)
e Clearly define your stand or the main idea of the essay in a single line/para near the
end of the introduction
e [t serves as a roadmap for what the reader can expect from the essay
2. BODY:
How to Build Ideas and Justify Points
Body = 75-80% of the essay (1125-1200 words)
ﬂContent—Bui/ding Techniques:
A. Idea-Building Frameworks:
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e PESTLE Approach — Political, Economic, Social, Technological, Legal, Environmental
e Temporal — Past, Present, Future
e Stakeholders — Individual, Family, Community, Nation, Globe
e Problem - Cause - Solution — Explain evolution, current status, challenges, and
reform
e Walks of Life — Apply issue to different spheres (e.g., Education in family, profession,
policy)
e Sectoral Approach — Agriculture, Industry, Services, Media, Religion, Sports, etc.
e Theme-based - Legal, technological, governance, policy, etc.
e Simple to Complex Flow — Build logically
B. How to Justify Points (Paragraph Structure):
Each paragraph must include:
e Topic Sentence — Core idea of the paragraph
Evidence/Example — Data, real-life example, scheme, report, or anecdote
Explanation — Why the point matters, how it fits the argument
(Optional) — Link to next paragraph for coherence
ﬂ Use these in essay to substantiate:
e Government schemes/policies
e Committee reports
e Constitutional provisions
e Data (e.g., Global Index)
e Real-life incidents
e Quotes by experts
e Logical/fictional arguments that convince the reader
ﬂ Tips to Maintain Coherence:
e Use transition words: furthermore, on the other hand, similarly, lastly, in addition, etc.
e Use short paragraphs (68 lines)
e Ensure flow and linkage between paragraphs
e Avoid irrelevant content, political bias, or excessive generalizations
3. CONCLUSION:
How to Write a Strong Ending
Conclusion = ~10% of the essay (~150 words)
ﬂ Tips to Conclude Effectively:
e Be Futuristic and Positive — End with hope, vision, or possibility
e Use Vision Statements — e.g., Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Reform-Perform- Transform,
New India
e Summarize Your Stand — Reaffirm the main argument or message
e Suggest Middle Path Solutions — Especially for complex social/economic issues
e Reinforce Constitutional Values — Justice, equality, democracy
e Link Back to Intro — (Optional but effective) create a loop
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An example for essay topic here:
Ex —One nation one election is in news->
topic can be framed in many ways-

Essay 1 — “One Nation, One Election: A Step Towards Political Stability or a Threat to
Federalism?”

Or

Essay 2 — “The Concept of ONOE: Challenges and Opportunities for Indian Democracy” In
the above topic 1 & 2, two different topics are framed but theme is ONOE. CONTENT will
vary for both essays.
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Day 2

Topic 1: 106th Constitutional Amendment and Women's Reservation

106th Constitutional Amendment and Women's Reservation (Naari Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam): Genuine Empowerment or Mere Symbolism?

Introduction (Story-Based | ~145 words)

In a dusty assembly hall in a North Indian state, Meena Devi, elected under a Panchayat seat
reserved for women, sat quietly while her husband answered all the questions from officials.
Her name was on the nameplate, but her presence was symbolic. Two decades later, India
has passed the 106th Constitutional Amendment, reserving one-third of seats in the Lok
Sabha and State Assemblies for women under the Naari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam.
Proponents hail it as a historic corrective step in gendered political representation, but critics
remain wary—is this empowerment real, or symbolism wrapped in legislation? Can the Act
meaningfully shift the power dynamics, or will women merely fill quotas while others call the
shots? This essay explores the journey of women’s political representation, the
transformative potential of the new law, and whether it truly redefines India’s democratic
inclusiveness or delays-it further.

OR

Introduction (Data-Based | ~140 words)

As of 2023, women make up just 15% of the Lok Sabha and an average of 9% in state
assemblies, despite forming nearly 50% of India’s population. In contrast, countries like
Rwanda, Nepal, and Mexico have over 40% women representation, largely due to legislated
quotas. The recently passed 106th Constitutional Amendment, known as the Naari Shakti
Vandan Adhiniyam, reserves 33% of seats for women in the Lok Sabha and state legislatures.
The move is lauded as a transformative step, but its implementation is contingent upon
delimitation and census, effectively postponing real impact. This essay critically assesses
whether this law signifies genuine empowerment for Indian women or whether it risks
becoming another tokenistic gesture unless backed by actionable political and institutional
reforms.

From Panchayats to Parliament: Tracing the Arc of Women’s Political Representation
India’s journey toward gender-inclusive governance began with the 73rd and 74th
Constitutional Amendments (1992-93), which introduced 33% reservation for women in
local bodies. Today, more than 1.4 million women hold elected posts in Panchayati Raj
Institutions (PRIs). This unprecedented representation has translated into grassroots
development, improved outcomes in health, sanitation, and education, and created role
models in villages. It challenged patriarchal notions by normalizing female leadership in
public roles.

Despite this, the same commitment to gender parity was absent at higher legislative levels.
Since the Women’s Reservation Bill was first introduced in 1996, it has been repeatedly
stalled. For 27 years, legislative parity remained a political promise, not a priority. The 106th
Amendment finally breaks this impasse, aiming to replicate the success of PRIs in Parliament
and State Assemblies. It is a historic continuation of a reform journey, not an isolated leap.
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Naari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam: A Structural Shift or Just Political Arithmetic?
The Naari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam proposes a 33% reservation for women, including in
seats reserved for SCs and STs. Its design aims to ensure descriptive representation, fostering
more women in decision-making spaces. By creating a critical mass, it challenges the current
male-dominated structures, allowing women-centric governance to become a norm.
Potential transformations include:
o Political Pipeline Building: Parties will be compelled to groom female candidates,
diversify leadership, and rethink campaign strategies.
o Developmental Prioritization: Women lawmakers tend to focus on education, water,
health, nutrition, and family welfare, improving social indicators.
e Norm Shifting: Visible female leadership reshapes societal notions of gender roles,
encouraging greater female participation in public life.
e Democratic Deepening: Including women from diverse social and economic
backgrounds can broaden political debates and bridge representation gaps.
By embedding gender parity into constitutional architecture, the law provides an opportunity
to redefine the democratic social contract—where power is not concentrated but shared
equitably.

Symbolism over Substance? The Shadows Beneath the Celebration
While the 106th Amendment is hailed as progressive, several aspects expose its symbolic
limitations:

1. Delayed Implementation: The law comes with a clause—it will only be enforced after
the next delimitation, which is tied to a future census. This could push real
implementation to 2029 or beyond, delaying any tangible change.

2. No Sub-Reservation for OBC Women: The Act does not include categorical sub-
reservation for OBCs, even though they form a significant chunk of India’s population.
This raises concerns about elitism within representation, where dominant groups
benefit most.

3. Exclusion of Rajya Sabha and Legislative Councils: The law applies only to directly
elected houses, excluding: women from Upper Houses, which also influence
legislation.

4. Tokenism and Proxy Politics: Lessons from PRIs show that many women are used as
proxies, with male relatives running the show. Without institutional safeguards, the
same pattern may repeat in higher legislatures.

5. No Reform in Party Structures: Real power lies in party nominations, funding, and
decision-making forums, which the Act doesn’t address. Without intra-party
democratization, female candidates may remain dependent and voiceless.

6. Lack of Capacity Building: Representation without training, support, and leadership
development may result in symbolic presence without effective participation.

In sum, while the Act opens doors, it doesn’t guarantee that women will be heard once inside
the room.

Lighting the Path Ahead: Institutionalising Empowerment Beyond Quotas
To move from symbolism to substantive empowerment, India must take supportive steps
beyond legislation:
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e Time-bound Implementation: Fast-track the 2026 delimitation and 2025 census to
avoid indefinite delays in operationalizing the law.

e Party-Level Quotas: Mandate political parties to field at least 33% women
candidates, ensuring fair access across constituencies.

e Sub-Reservation for Marginalized Women: Introduce OBC-specific reservations
within the 33%, ensuring intersectional equity.

o Leadership Academies: Launch Women in Politics institutes to train and mentor
aspiring candidates in policy, campaigning, and legislative skills.

e Gender-sensitive Governance Ecosystem: Ensure supportive mechanisms like
childcare facilities in assemblies, safe political spaces, and gender budgeting for
women leaders.

These reforms can transform the reservation into a platform for real leadership, not passive
occupancy.

Global Inspirations: Best Practices from Around the World
India can draw lessons from nations that have successfully implemented gender quotas with
tangible impact:
¢ Rwanda: With 61% women in Parliament, Rwanda ensures quotas in both candidate
selection and reserved seats. It combines legal mandates with capacity building and
political will.
e Nepal: Its Constitution mandates one-third representation in both Parliament and
local governments, with inclusive mechanisms for marginalized groups.
e Mexico: Enforces gender parity laws in electoral lists and party tickets, ensuring
systemic equality.
e France: Uses financial penalties for parties not fielding enough women candidates,
ensuring compliance through incentive structures.
India’s reform must be accompanied by accountability, support, and innovation, turning
representation into empowerment in action.

Conclusion: A Constitutional Promise Must Lead to Political Reality

The 106th Constitutional Amendment is a landmark in India’s democratic evolution,
correcting a long-standing imbalance in political representation. But it is not enough to simply
count women in legislatures; the system must ensure their voices are valued, heard, and
influential.

To avoid becoming another case of “representation without power,” the law must be backed
by timely execution, institutional reforms, and continuous evaluation.

Empowering women in politics is not just about equity—it’s about efficiency, inclusivity, and
deepening democracy. The Naari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam offers India a second chance. The
first was at the grassroots; now, it must rise to the top.

Only when participation meets purpose, and quotas evolve into quality governance, will
India move from mere symbolism to a substantive celebration of women’s leadership.
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Alternative Questions:

a) Women’s Political Representation in India: A Step Towards True Empowerment
or Just Tokenism?

b) Naari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam: Is the 106th Amendment a Milestone or a
Missed Opportunity?

c) Legal Rights vs Ground Realities: Does Women’s Reservation Guarantee Equal
Political Power?

d) Empowering Women Through Political Quotas: Constitutional Mandate or
Political Symbolism?

e) Is India Ready to Translate Reservation into Real Leadership for Women?
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Essay at Eight

Day 3
Topic 2: GIG WORK

The Gig Economy in India: A Catalyst for Growth or a Modern Form of Labour Exploitation? —
A Critical Analysis

EXPECTED- alternative TOPIC:

1. Gig Economy in India: Enabler of Inclusive Growth or Digital Labour Exploitation?
Future of Work: Can the Gig Model Sustain Equitable Development?
Platform-Based Employment: Reforming the Informal Economy
Do Gig Workers Need Labour Laws or Entrepreneurial Freedom
The Rise of the Gig Economy in India: Opportunities, Challenges, and Way Forward

v hwnN

INTRODUCTION 1: ANECDOTE-BASED

Ravi, a 26-year-old from Raichur, moved to Bengaluru in search of work. With no formal
degree, he joined a food delivery platform. For 12 hours a day, he navigates the city’s traffic,
earns incentives based on ratings, and covers fuel costs from his pocket. He’s neither an
employee nor a business owner—just a number in a rapidly growing system.

This is the story of India’s gig economy: flexible, fast, and digital, yet filled with uncertainty
and vulnerability. As millions enter this sector, a question arises—is it truly empowering, or
a new face of exploitation?

OR

INTRODUCTION 2: DATA & CONTEXT-BASED

India’s labour landscape is changing. According to NITI Aayog (2022), the country had 7.7
million gig workers, projected to rise to 23.5 million by 2030. The growth of platforms like
Swiggy, Urban Company, Ola, and Upwork has transformed how people work and earn.
However, this transformation raises critical concerns about labour rights, job security, and
dignity at work. With no clear legal framework, gig workers often remain outside formal
protections. As India pushes toward digitalisation and innovation, can we ensure that the
future of work is also the future of justice?

BODY:

A) Understanding the Gig Economy: Definition and Origin
The gig economy refers to a system of work based on short-term, task-based contracts, often
facilitated by digital platforms or apps. Workers are not full-time employees, but
independent contractors—offering services in transport, delivery, design, content creation,
tutoring, and beyond.
The term “gig” was first popularised in the music industry, but today it reflects a broader shift
from permanent employment to flexible work. Globally, this trend emerged alongside Uber,
Amazon Flex, and Fiverr. In India, the gig economy gained traction after 2015, driven by:

e Smartphone usage

¢ Youth unemployment
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e Urban migration

e Growth of platform-based startups
In Karnataka—especially Bengaluru, India’s tech capital—this model became widespread
with the rise of Dunzo, Rapido, Swiggy, and Ola, offering micro-entrepreneurship and rapid
job absorption.

B) Gig Economy Matters: A Growth Driver for India
1. Employment Generation in the Informal Sector
For a country where over 90% of the workforce is informal, gig work fills critical gaps. It
provides immediate income without long hiring processes, benefitting school dropouts,
migrants, and low-skilled workers.
In cities like Hubballi, Mysuru, and Kalaburagi, gig platforms are creating new job avenues in
e-commerce deliveries, digital payments, and on-demand services.
2. Promoting Flexibility and Inclusivity
Gig work offers customised hours, allowing individuals to balance personal commitments.
This is especially important for:

¢ Students doing part-time work

¢ Homemakers offering tuitions or running home-kitchens via apps

e Persons with disabilities working remotely
Women-led platforms like'Sheroes have empowered many to re-enter the workforce.
3. Supporting Startups and Innovation
India’s startup ecosystem thrives on the efficiency and cost-effectiveness of gig models. From
customer support to logistics, gig roles reduce operational costs and enable faster scaling.
This aligns with national missions like Digital India, Skill India, and Startup India, which
promote entrepreneurial freedom and digital livelihoods.

C) The Dark Side: Exploitation Behind the Gig Economy
Despite its benefits, the gig economy also exposes workers to new-age vulnerabilities.
1. Lack of Legal Protection and Security
Gig workers are not covered by labour laws like the Minimum Wages Act, ESI, PF, or
grievance redressal mechanisms. In_most contracts, platforms call them “partners”,
absolving themselves from employer responsibility.
In Bengaluru, delivery partners have protested irregular incentives and long work hours. With
rising fuel prices and no fixed pay, earnings often fall below 100/hour.
2. Algorithmic Management and Dehumanisation
Gig work is controlled by algorithms that:

e Assign tasks

e Monitor performance

e Penalise delays or rejections

e Auto-deactivate workers based on ratings
This creates digital surveillance without accountability. Workers are graded, not guided,
reducing them to data points.
3. No Social Security or Representation
There is no pension, health insurance, maternity leave, or compensation for accidents. In
case of dispute or unfair suspension, workers have no legal fallback.

NAMMAKPSC ACADEMY 9886151564 / 9886777417 2



) KAS
/Essay
WWW.N&MMAKD%:.CGDMO

The Indian Federation of App-based Transport Workers (IFAT) has tried to organise
workers—but without formal employee status, unionisation remains weak.This makes the
gig model profitable for platforms, but fragile and unequal for workers.

D) The Game Can Be Turned Around

While challenges are real, the gig economy can still evolve into a fair and future-ready work
model. This requires balanced regulation, collaborative governance, and worker-centric
innovation.

1. Indian Legal and Policy Measures

India has made a beginning through the Code on Social Security, 2020, which defines gig and
platform workers and provides for:

e Accident and health cover

e Life insurance

o Skill upgradation

e Voluntary social security contributions
However, implementation has been slow and scattered. States must now act.

In Rajasthan, a Gig Workers Welfare Board has been established. Delhi is drafting similar
legislation. Karnataka—home to India’s gig startups—must show leadership through:

e Setting up a Gig Workers’ Welfare Fund

e Partnering with platforms for co-contributory insurance

o Creating a gig worker registry for better outreach
2. Global Best Practices
Countries are rewriting labour laws for the digital age:

e Spain’s “Rider Law” mandates that food delivery workers be treated as employees

with all rights.

e The UK Supreme Court (2021) ruled that Uber drivers must get minimum wage,

holiday pay, and rest breaks.

e Germany supports worker-platform co-ownership models, offering profit-sharing.
These cases show that technology and labour rights can go hand in hand—with political will
and legal clarity.

3. Innovative Models for a Fair Gig Ecosystem
India can adopt hybrid and inclusive ideas:

o Worker Rating Transparency: Let workers rate platforms too; allow appeals against

deactivation

e Grievance Redressal Bots: Use Al for dispute resolution, but with human oversight

o Skill Portals: Platforms must offer free access to courses that help workers upskill or

shift to better-paying jobs

o Digital Worker Cooperatives: Encourage gig workers to form their own platforms,

especially in sectors like delivery, home services, and transport
Such reforms will ensure that technology serves humans—not the other way around.

Conclusion: Gig Growth Must Mean Worker Dignity

The gig economy reflects the changing face of work in India—fast, flexible, digital, and driven
by demand. It offers new doors of employment, especially for the youth and informal sector.
But it also opens new risks—invisibility, inequality, and insecurity.
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Karnataka, as the heart of India’s tech ecosystem, must lead not just in innovation, but in
ethical employment frameworks. The government, platforms, and citizens must come
together to shape a model where growth and dignity coexist.

Because in the race for development, no worker should be left behind. And the true success
of India’s gig economy will not lie in the number of apps it builds, but in the number of
workers it uplifts. Let India’s future of work also be the future of fairness, security, and
justice.
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Essay at Eight

Day 4

Topic 4: One Nation, One Election

The Concept of One Nation, One Election — Challenges and Opportunities for Indian
Democracy

EXPECTED- Alternative TOPIC:
Essay 1 — “The Concept of ONOE: Challenges and Opportunities for Indian Democracy”

Or
Essay 2 — “One Nation, One Election: A Step Towards Political Stability or a Threat to
Federalism?”

Introduction 1 (one way to introduce):

e Open with: “One election, one vision, one mandate — sounds efficient, but is it truly

democratic?”

e Briefly define ONOE and its growing relevance.

e Present it as a concept with both transformational potential and serious concerns.
OR
Introduction 2: Anecdote-Based
In a village in Madhya Pradesh, Meena Bai was asked to vote four times in five years—for
panchayat, municipality, state, and national elections. Each time, loud campaigns filled her
street, but once voting was done, the promises disappeared. “Do leaders only remember us
during elections?” she asked.
This question reflects a-deeper issue—India’s fragmented election cycle, where the model
code of conduct disrupts governance repeatedly and drains resources. In this context, the
idea of “One Nation, One Election (ONOE)” has gained momentum. Can synchronised
elections strengthen democracy, or will they centralise power and weaken federalism?
OR
Introduction 3: Context and Data-Based
India, the world’s largest democracy, conducts elections almost every year in some part of
the country. According to the Election Commission, in the last decade alone, major elections
took place every 6—9 months. Each election involves: Deployment of lakhs of personnel and
security forces, Model Code of Conduct halting new schemes, Massive public expenditure.
To address these concerns, the idea of holding simultaneous Lok Sabha and State Assembly
elections—ONOE—has been proposed multiple times, most recently through the formation
of a High-Level Committee chaired by former President Ram Nath Kovind in 2023.
This essay explores the historical background, merits, challenges, and way forward for this
transformative electoral proposal.

Initial Part of Body — Evolution of ONOE
e 1951-67: India had synchronized elections (Lok Sabha + State Assemblies).
e Post-1967: Due to political instability and premature dissolutions, cycles diverged.
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e 1999 Law Commission, 2017 NITI Aayog, and 2023 Kovind Committee supported the
idea of restoring synchrony.
e Emphasize that the push for ONOE is now backed by a high-level committee and
political will.
First Half of Body — Challenges of ONOE (this was asked as priority in topic)
1. Threat to Federalism: Weakens state autonomy and regional political space.
2. Operational Complexity: Managing logistics for 95+ crore voters across levels.
3. Handling Premature Dissolutions: No legal clarity on staggered governance
breakdowns.
4. Legal & Constitutional Overlaps: Needs significant legal restructuring.
5. Disrupts Electoral Dynamics: Regional narratives may be drowned out.
Second Half of Body — Opportunities for Indian Democracy
1. Boost to Voter Turnout: Better awareness and mobilization in a unified campaign.
2. Ends Election Fatigue: Less disruption to citizens, administration, and political parties.
3. Aligned Mandates: Better Centre—State coordination in policy and implementation.
4. Push for Electoral Reforms: Opens door to broader reform (funding, digital voting,
etc.).
5. Democratic Maturity: Shows readiness for next-gen reforms if done constitutionally.
Way Forward / Suggestions
e Must be built on broad consensus, not sudden implementation.
¢ Allow state-level flexibility and pilot testing.
e Ensure representation of regional issues in national manifestos.
¢ Maintain technological neutrality to avoid voter exclusion.
Conclusion
e ONOE has immense potential but comes with deep democratic risks.
e Any reform must enhance democracy, not compress its pluralism.
e A calibrated, consultative approach is essential to make ONOE work for India, not
against it.

NOTE: Where as in essay 2- Content will be rearranged/ structure of answer should be
different:

ESSAY 2: ONE NATION, ONE ELECTION — A STEP TOWARDS POLITICAL STABILITY OR A
THREAT TO FEDERALISM?
Introduction
e Start with the phrase: "India is in a perpetual election mode."
¢ Introduce the concept of ONOE as a reform intended to bring political efficiency.
e Pose the central debate: Does ONOE foster political stability or undermine India’s
federal character?
Initial Part of Body — Evolution of ONOE
e 1951-67: India had synchronized elections (Lok Sabha + State Assemblies).
e Post-1967: Due to political instability and premature dissolutions, cycles diverged.
¢ 1999 Law Commission, 2017 NITI Aayog, and 2023 Kovind Committee supported the
idea of restoring synchrony.
¢ ONOE is now back in the spotlight as a possible structural reform.

NAMMAKPSC ACADEMY 9886151564 / 9886777417 2



. KAS

Esssgy

WWW.NAMMAKPSC.COM

First Half of Body — ONOE as a Step Towards Political Stability
1. Governance Continuity: Reduces frequent MCC interruptions that delay schemes and

decisions.

2. Administrative Efficiency: Frees officials and security forces from constant electoral
duties.

3. Reduced Political Polarization: Avoids continuous campaign mode and divisive
politics.

4. Long-term Policy Focus: Governments can work on full-term plans instead of short-
term populism.
5. Financial Prudence: Cost-saving for both government and parties. ECl estimated
thousands of crores spent per election cycle.
Second Half of Body — ONOE as a Threat to Federalism
1. State Autonomy Compromised: Imposing common cycles violates the spirit of the
Constitution.
2. Regional Diversity Ignored: One national campaign may marginalize state-specific
issues.
Centralization of Power: Larger national parties may overshadow regional aspirations.
4. Practical Dilemmas: How to deal with premature assembly dissolutions? President’s
Rule till next cycle?
5. Legal & Constitutional Barriers: Amendments to multiple Articles (83, 85, 172, 174)
and laws like RPA needed.
Way Forward / Suggestions
e Start with pilot projects or phase-wise grouping of states.
e Ensure wide political consultation and consensus across parties and states.
o Protect state rights through constitutional safeguards.
e Consider flexible frameworks rather than a rigid one-size-fits-all approach.
Conclusion
o Acknowledge both sides of the argument.
e ONOE can enhance political stability-only if implemented with deep respect for
federalism and diversity.
¢ India needs reform that unites, not one that centralizes.

w
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Essay at Eight

Day 5

Topic 5: Regional Imbalance

What do you mean by Regional Imbalance? Critically analyze the problems associated with
regional imbalance in Karnataka

ALTERNATIVE TOPICS:

1. The Impact of Regional Imbalance on Karnataka's Developmental Prospects: A Critical
Analysis

2. Karnataka’s Regional Disparities: Examining the Socio-Economic Divide Between Urban and
Rural Areas

3. The Role of Government Policies in Addressing Regional Inequality in Karnataka: Challenges
and Solutions

4. Karnataka’s Regional Imbalance: A Historical Perspective on Economic and Infrastructure
Gaps

INTRODUCTION:

we made effort to give 3 ways of intro

Intro Option 1: Story Approach

In the 1970s, a young entrepreneur from coastal Karnataka wanted to build a factory in his
hometown. However, the lack of infrastructure, skilled labor, and governmental support
forced him to set up his business in Bengaluru. This is not an isolated story but one that
reflects the regional imbalances in Karnataka. From the Silicon Valley of India to its rural
heartlands, the state's development has been characterized by stark contrasts. This essay
examines the issues tied to regional disparity in Karnataka and suggests pathways for more
balanced growth.

Intro Option 2: Data-Driven Approach

Karnataka is one of India’s most economically dynamic states, contributing over 7% to the
nation’s GDP. However, despite its progressive cities like Bengaluru, significant pockets of
rural Karnataka still struggle with poor infrastructure, lack of healthcare access, and high
poverty levels. The regional imbalance in Karnataka is evident when comparing districts like
Bengaluru Urban with Bagalkot. This essay critically examines the causes of such disparities
and the impact on Karnataka’s overall growth.

Intro Option 3: Quote-Based Approach

“The best way to predict the future is to create it” — Abraham Lincoln. Yet, regional
imbalances in Karnataka show a future where the state’s economic potential remains
untapped for many of its citizens. The state's growth story is lopsided—where certain regions
experience rapid development, others remain mired in poverty. This essay explores the
causes and consequences of regional imbalance in Karnataka, highlighting the need for
equitable distribution of resources.

NAMMAKPSC ACADEMY 9886151564 / 9886777417 1



" KAS

Esssgy

WWW.NAMMAKPSC.COM

BODY

Defining Regional Imbalance

Regional imbalance refers to the uneven distribution of economic development, public
services, and resources across different geographical areas within a state or nation. In
Karnataka, while Bengaluru’s growth is exponential, rural areas face challenges in basic
amenities, job opportunities, and infrastructure.

Evolution of Regional Imbalance in Karnataka

Historically, Karnataka’s development has been centered around Bengaluru, due to its
strategic location, educational institutions, and technological infrastructure. Over the years,
Bengaluru attracted IT companies, startups, and foreign investments, creating a hub of
prosperity. However, districts like Gadag, Yadgir, and Raichur have seen less industrialization
and fewer infrastructure improvements.

Causes of Regional Imbalance in Karnataka

1. Urban-centric Development Policies: A significant amount of the state’s budget has
been allocated to urban infrastructure, leading to greater disparities between urban
and rural areas.

2. Industrialization Focused on Bengaluru: Due to its cosmopolitan nature, Bengaluru
has been a magnet for industries, especially information technology (IT) and biotech.
This has led to rural areas not receiving equal industrial attention.

3. Lack of Infrastructure in Rural Areas: Poor transportation networks, healthcare, and
education facilities hinder the development of rural districts.

4. Political Influence and Decision-Making: Politicians and political parties, seeking
votes from the urban electorate, often favor urban areas in terms of resource
allocation.

Consequences of Regional Imbalance

1. Economic Disparities: Rural areas, particularly in North Karnataka, face high poverty
rates, with limited access to jobs and livelihood opportunities. This creates a vicious
cycle of unemployment, migration, and lack of opportunities.

2. Social Inequality: The social divide between urban and rural populations has grown,
leading to unequal access to education, healthcare, and basic amenities.

3. Migration to Urban Centers: Rural areas, especially from the north and parts of the
coastal belt, see mass migration of workers to Bengaluru in search of better job
opportunities, further exacerbating urban pressure.

4. Underdeveloped Sectors: Key sectors like agriculture, water management, and rural
entrepreneurship have suffered from insufficient focus and investment.

Stakeholder Approach to Addressing Regional Imbalance

1. State Government: The government must implement region-specific policies that
focus on infrastructure development, agriculture diversification, and rural
industrialization.

2. Private Sector: There is a need for corporate social responsibility (CSR) projects to
reach rural Karnataka, focusing on education, skilling, and healthcare.

3. Civil Society: Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) can play a pivotal role in raising
awareness, conducting grassroots advocacy, and providing microfinancing solutions.

4. Academia and Think Tanks: Universities and policy institutes can provide data-driven
insights for balanced development strategies and advocate for policy changes.
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Examples and Case Studies

1. Bengaluru’s IT Boom vs. North Karnataka: Bengaluru has rapidly become the tech
capital of India, while northern districts like Bagalkot struggle with low
industrialization. However, districts like Tumkur and Mysuru show how development
can spill over into adjacent areas with the right mix of policies and infrastructure.

2. Water Scarcity in North Karnataka: The Mahadayi water dispute is a classic example
of how regional disparities in water resources impact livelihoods. North Karnataka,
especially Raichur, suffers from acute water shortages due to underdeveloped
irrigation systems.

ADDRESSING REGIONAL IMBALANCE: NANJUNDAPPA COMMITTEE REPORT, INDICES, AND
GOK ACTION PLANS

The Nanjundappa Committee Report (2002), a landmark document, was instrumental in
identifying the causes of regional imbalance in Karnataka. The report highlighted the socio-
economic disparity between Karnataka’s southern and northern regions, specifically the
Kolar, Raichur, and Bagalkot districts, which are significantly underdeveloped compared to
Bengaluru and Mysuru. The committee stressed the need for targeted interventions in areas
such as agriculture, education, and healthcare, recommending that the state focus on
equitable resource distribution to bridge the developmental gap.

Building on this, the Government of Karnataka (GoK) has formulated several action plans to
address regional inequality. These plans include the Karnataka Industrial Policy and the
Bengaluru Action Plan, which aim to decentralize economic development. Specific measures
such as subsidies for infrastructure development, enhanced rural financing, and the
establishment of industrial corridors in the northern and eastern regions of the state are
designed to attract investment to less developed regions. The GoK also initiated projects
aimed at developing irrigation systems in water-scarce districts, alongside the promotion of
local entrepreneurship through microfinance schemes.

Further, various development indices have been used to assess the disparities in sectors such
as education, healthcare, and economic growth. The Human Development Index (HDI) for
Karnataka, while showing overall growth, reveals significant gaps between urban and rural
areas. Indices like the Rural Development Index (RDI) and Agricultural Productivity Index
emphasize the developmental lag in North Karnataka and coastal regions. These indices
underscore the need for a holistic approach to regional development, rather than merely
focusing on economic factors, incorporating social inclusion and sustainability into the policy
framework.

NEW IDEAS FOR ADDRESSING REGIONAL IMBALANCE: GOVINDA RAO COMMITTEE'S
OBSERVATIONS

In recent times, the Govinda Rao Committee (2019) has examined the fiscal autonomy of
states, with special attention to regional disparities. The committee's observations shed light
on the inequitable fiscal allocation between Karnataka’s regions, especially regarding Central
devolution. It recommended enhanced fiscal devolution for North Karnataka and proposed
a performance-based funding mechanism to encourage local governance reforms. The
committee emphasized the need for a more nuanced distribution of resources, especially in
rural healthcare, agriculture, and water management, where regional disparities are most
pronounced.
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One of the Govinda Rao Committee’s key recommendations was the creation of a regional
equity fund, specifically designed to fund tailored development initiatives in backward
districts. This fund would provide state and central matching grants for infrastructure
projects, aimed at boosting connectivity, renewable energy adoption, and rural
industrialization in underserved areas. Furthermore, the committee stressed the importance
of digitization in closing the gap, proposing an increase in digital infrastructure investment
in rural Karnataka.

Additionally, the committee advocated for the strengthening of decentralized governance
structures, ensuring that block-level planning becomes a reality. It suggested greater
autonomy for district-level administration, giving local bodies the ability to raise and allocate
funds based on region-specific needs. This decentralization would enable more responsive
governance and better allocation of resources where they are needed the most.

The Govinda Rao Committee’s recommendations align with ongoing efforts to correct
regional imbalances and present a comprehensive solution to the state’s unequal
development patterns. By integrating policy reform, fiscal empowerment, and technological
advancements, the committee’s suggestions could be. instrumental in driving equitable
growth for all regions of Karnataka.

COUNTERVIEWS ON REGIONAL IMBALANCE

1. Urban Growth as a Necessity for State’s Prosperity: Some argue that urbanization,
particularly in Bengaluru, is essential for Karnataka’s overall growth. A thriving city
acts as a growth engine that can pull in investments, create jobs, and stimulate
regional development.

2. Rural Areas Have Their Own Strengths: Rural areas in Karnataka are vital for
agriculture and eco-tourism. The state’s emphasis on rural industries could
undermine efforts that focus on transforming rural spaces into industrial hubs.

3. Political Will and Effective Distribution: Critics suggest that political leaders often play
vote-bank politics, leading to a redistribution of resources favoring urban areas.

PATHWAYS TO BALANCED REGIONAL GROWTH

1. Decentralized Planning: The state must focus on decentralized planning where
district-level needs and potential are evaluated independently. This would allow for
region-specific interventions.

2. Investment in Rural Infrastructure: Building roadways, irrigation systems, skill
development centers, and education hubs in backward areas could help bridge the
gap between urban and rural Karnataka.

3. Private-Public Partnerships (PPP): Encourage PPPs for rural infrastructure projects,
particularly in solar energy, agriculture, and healthcare.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, regional imbalance in Karnataka is a persistent issue that requires holistic
interventions. The stark contrast between Bengaluru’s growth and the underdeveloped
districts shows the urgent need for inclusive development policies. By focusing on rural
infrastructure, skill-building, and equitable resource distribution, Karnataka can create a more
balanced and cohesive growth story, ensuring that all its regions benefit from the state’s
prosperity.
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Futuristic Vision: A future where every district in Karnataka, regardless of its location, thrives
with equal opportunities, a robust economy, and a sustainable environment is within reach.
With focused action, Karnataka’s growth can be both dynamic and inclusive.

NAMMAKPSC ACADEMY 9886151564 / 9886777417 S



. KAS

Esssgy

WWW.NAMMAKPSC.COM

Essay at Eight

Day 6

Topic 6: Kannada Language

"Hesarayitu Karnataka Usiragali Kannada" was tagline for 50th year celebration. in this
context, discuss the need for Preserving and Promoting the Kannada Language.

INTRODUCTION:
We made effort to give 3 ways of intro

Intro Option 1: Storytelling Approach

In the early 1980s, an elderly teacher in a village near Mysuru passionately taught Kannada
to young children, ensuring they would never lose touch with their cultural roots. Years later,
when the teacher passed away, the village saw the gradual decline of the language among
the younger generation, who preferred English and Hindi. This story reflects the larger
narrative of how Kannada is slowly losing its prominence in both urban and rural areas of
Karnataka. With Kannada being the identity of the state, its preservation and promotion are
not just cultural imperatives but also a challenge in today’s globalized world.

OR

Intro Option 2: Data-Driven Approach

Despite being spoken by over 50 million people worldwide, Kannada’s position in the digital
space is underwhelming. According to recent data, Kannada accounts for only 0.1% of online
content, highlighting the gap between its rich heritage and modern-day representation. This
lack of digital presence and cultural prominence demands a concerted effort for preserving
and promoting Kannada. The celebration of the 50th anniversary of Karnataka’s formation
with the slogan "Hesarayitu Karnataka Usiragali Kannada" emphasized this need, urging the
state to take responsibility for protecting its linguistic legacy.

OR

Intro Option 3: Quote-Based Approach

“A language is not just a medium of communication, but a reflection of culture, identity,
and history.” These words by Nelson Mandela echo the significance of Kannada in Karnataka.
As the state faces challenges posed by global languages, it is crucial to reflect on how
language preservation is intrinsically linked to the sustainability of cultural identity. This
essay delves into why Kannada needs to be preserved and promoted and how Karnataka can
take steps to ensure it remains a living, vibrant language.
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BODY

THE EVOLUTION OF KANNADA AND ITS CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

Kannada, one of the oldest languages in India, has a rich literary history dating back to over
a thousand years, with renowned poets like Pampa and Ranna shaping its classical literature.
Kannada is not only a medium of communication but a cultural treasure that binds people
together across the state, from the coastal towns of Udupi to the plains of Raichur.
However, over the last few decades, the language has faced challenges from globalization,
where English and Hindi have become more dominant in education, media, and corporate
spaces. In Karnataka’s urban centers like Bengaluru, the language is increasingly marginalized
in favor of global languages, diminishing its use in both professional and daily life.

CURRENT CHALLENGES FACED BY KANNADA

1. Declining Use in Education:
While Kannada is taught in schools across the state, there has been a steady decline
in the number of students opting for Kannada as a medium of instruction. In urban
areas like Bengaluru, English-medium schools are preferred by parents, particularly
among the middle class, fearing that the lack of proficiency in English could limit career
opportunities. The government’s efforts to mandate Kannada in education, especially
in primary and secondary schools, have met with resistance due to this shift in
linguistic preferences.

2. Language in the Digital Age:
The digital divide has further contributed to the language’s decline. While Hindi and
English dominate digital platforms, Kannada content online is minimal. Websites,
apps, and social media platforms in Kannada are limited, with much of the state’s
technological innovation and e-commerce conducted in English. For instance,
Kannada has limited representation in the tech industry, which is concentrated in
Bengaluru, despite the city being one of the largest technology hubs in the world.

3. Urbanization and Language Shift:
As Bengaluru transforms into a cosmopolitan city with a rapidly growing international
population, the Kannada-speaking populace is being outnumbered by migrants. This
shift not only affects the cultural dynamics but also impacts language usage, with
Kannada increasingly seen as a regional language, secondary to English. The
increasing presence of migrant workers has led to language homogenization, further
pushing Kannada to the periphery.

4. Globalization’s Influence:
The rise of global brands and international media has further strengthened the hold
of English in Karnataka’s public sphere. Young people, particularly in cities, are more
inclined to learn global languages than their native tongue, making Kannada
increasingly less relevant in global career spaces. This trend is seen in education,
business, and even entertainment.

STEPS TAKEN BY KARNATAKA TO PRESERVE AND PROMOTE KANNADA
The state of Karnataka has initiated several measures to address the decline of Kannada:
1. Kannada Language Policy:
The state has enacted policies that promote Kannada in government offices,
businesses, and schools. The Karnataka Language Policy mandates the use of
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Kannada in public administration and documentation, ensuring that Kannada retains
its place as a working language within government institutions.

2. Kannada Development Authority:
The Karnataka Kannada Development Authority (KKDA) has been instrumental in
promoting Kannada in the state. It works towards creating awareness, developing
language resources, and fostering Kannada in media, the arts, and digital content.
The KKDA has played a pivotal role in ensuring that Kannada is a central part of
Karnataka’s identity, and it has supported initiatives like Kannada Language Week
and Kannada film festivals.

3. Kannada in Education:
The state government has made Kannada compulsory in schools and universities,
striving to ensure that the younger generation is proficient in their mother tongue.
Kannada-medium schools have been strengthened, and efforts to promote Kannada
literature in educational curricula have been increased. The Bengaluru-based
Bangalore University offers Kannada as part of its syllabus, while efforts are being
made to incorporate Kannada into technology courses.

4. Cultural Preservation:
Festivals such as the Kannada Rajyotsava and Kannada Sahitya Sammelana play a
crucial role in reviving Kannada culture, literature, and language. The state also
celebrates the contributions of Kannada writers and poets, which helps in passing
down the language and its heritage to future generations.

COUNTERVIEWS: IS THE PROMOTION OF KANNADA OVEREMPHASIZED?

1. The Case for Multilingualism:
Critics argue that focusing too much on Kannada could hinder the growth of
multilingualism, which is essential in an increasingly globalized world. With Bengaluru
emerging as a cosmopolitan city, multilingualism, including English and Hindi, is
crucial for attracting global talent and investment. In a competitive global market, the
ability to communicate in multiple languages is seen as a necessity for career growth,
especially in fields like technology and business.

2. Political Symbolism:
Some view the promotion of Kannada as a political tool, used by parties to garner
support from the electorate in the name of regional identity. The debate over
language, they argue, can sometimes be divisive, creating unnecessary tensions
between Kannada speakers and non-Kannada migrants in the state.

NEW IDEAS FOR PRESERVING AND PROMOTING KANNADA

1. Technological Integration:
To address the language gap in the digital sphere, the state can collaborate with tech
companies to build Kannada language support into apps, websites, and software.
Additionally, promoting Kannada e-learning platforms would help bridge the divide,
making language learning more accessible.

2. Kannada in Entertainment and Media:
Leveraging Kannada in the entertainment industry — films, TV shows, and digital
content — is essential for its promotion. Kannada film makers, actors, and directors
must be encouraged to create content that reaches a global audience, thus giving
Kannada a global footprint.
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BUILDING THE FUTURE OF KANNADA

1. Innovation in Education:
Karnataka must foster a new approach to language education by introducing
innovative programs that integrate Kannada with global subjects, ensuring it is
relevant to the future workforce.

2. State-Wide Campaigns:
A statewide awareness campaign can be launched to promote the importance of
Kannada in both rural and urban areas. Schools, universities, and community centers
could serve as focal points for these campaigns.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the preservation and promotion of Kannada are essential to maintaining the
cultural identity of Karnataka. While the state has made significant strides, more needs to be
done in ensuring Kannada’s digital growth, youth engagement, and global presence. With a
balanced approach to language preservation and modernization, Kannada can thrive
alongside global languages, ensuring it remains both relevant and resilient.

Futuristic Vision: In a world where languages shape the future, Kannada must evolve into a
global language of knowledge, culture, and innovation. Karnataka’s efforts can set a model
for how regional languages can prosper in a technologically driven society.
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Essay at Eight
Day 7

Topic 7: Fiscal federalism

What do you mean by Fiscal federalism? What were the concerns raised by Government of
Karnataka regarding fiscal devolution?.

INTRODUCTION:

Intro 1: Storytelling Approach

In a small village in North Karnataka, a local community leader struggled to access government
funding for basic infrastructure despite repeated promises from higher authorities. The funds were
promised, but their delivery was delayed due to bureaucratic red tape and financial mismanagement.
This story reflects a deeper issue within the Indian federal system: the uneven and often inadequate
fiscal devolution to states, especially in a state like Karnataka, where regional imbalances in
development are a stark reality. This essay will examine fiscal federalism, its importance, and the
concerns raised by Karnataka regarding the devolution of funds.

OR

Intro 2: Data-Driven Approach

Karnataka is one of the top contributors to India’s gross domestic product (GDP), yet it faces
persistent issues with resource allocation from the central government. In 2020, Karnataka
contributed approximately 8% of India’s GDP, but received only 4.5% of total Central devolution. This
disparity highlights the fiscal imbalance within India’s federal structure, raising critical questions
about the efficiency and fairness of fiscal federalism. This essay critically-analyzes the challenges
faced by Karnataka in securing fair fiscal devolution.

BODY

DEFINING FISCAL FEDERALISM

Fiscal federalism refers to the financial relationship between the central government and state
governments. It deals with the allocation of financial resources, the collection of taxes, and how the
revenues are distributed among the levels of government. In India, this concept is shaped by the
Constitution, which establishes the Finance Commission as a body responsible for making
recommendations on vertical devolution (Centre to states) and horizontal devolution (among states).
Fiscal federalism ensures that states have the financial resources they need to manage their own
responsibilities and economic development. However, its implementation in India has often faced
inequities and disparities.

THE EVOLUTION OF FISCAL DEVOLUTION IN INDIA

Since India’s independence, the allocation of resources between the Centre and the states has been
subject to constitutional amendments, political decisions, and economic priorities. Initially, the
central government had more control over financial resources, and states received funds through
grants-in-aid and central schemes. Over time, the Finance Commissions have increased the
percentage of tax devolution to states, with the 14th Finance Commission recommending a record
42% of the central tax pool be given to the states.

Despite this, vertical imbalance (Centre vs. states) remains a challenge, with the central government
continuing to hold a disproportionate share of financial control, particularly through surcharges and
cesses, which are not shareable with states.
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CONCERNS RAISED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA

1.

Unequal Fiscal Devolution - Karnataka has raised several concerns about the inequitable
devolution of resources. The state contributes significantly to the national exchequer, yet it
receives a lower share of the total devolution. In 2020, Karnataka’s share in the total central
pool was about 4.5%, despite contributing over 8% to the national GDP. This discrepancy
highlights the disparities in the fiscal relationship between Karnataka and the Centre.
Karnataka’s government has frequently expressed concern that it does not receive fair
treatment in the fiscal allocation process.

Delay in GST Compensation - The Goods and Services Tax (GST) regime introduced a
compensation clause for states to make up for any revenue shortfall due to the new tax
structure. However, delayed compensation payments have been a major issue for Karnataka.
The state has repeatedly raised concerns regarding the timely transfer of funds, which has
hindered its ability to plan and execute development projects effectively. This delay has led
to increased financial strain on the state’s economy, particularly in critical sectors like
healthcare and infrastructure.

Lack of Flexibility in Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS) - While Centrally Sponsored
Schemes are designed to support states, they often come with strings attached, limiting the
states' flexibility to tailor these programs to-their unique needs. Karnataka, like other states,
has voiced concerns about Centrally imposed conditions, which undermine its ability to
design policies that suit its specific developmental priorities. These schemes, while well-
intentioned, often create bureaucratic delays, resource misallocation, and policy
inefficiencies at the state level.

Political Considerations in Resource Allocation - Karnataka’s government has also raised
concerns about the political bias in resource allocation. The state has witnessed instances
where fund distribution has been linked to political affiliations. States with ruling parties
aligned with the Centre often receive larger allocations, while opposition-led states like
Karnataka often face delays or reductions in funds, impacting critical developmental projects.
This political favoritism weakens the credibility of fiscal federalism-and reduces trust in the
system.

COUNTERVIEWS ON FISCAL DEVOLUTION'AND KARNATAKA’S CONCERNS

1.

3.

The Centre's Discretionary Role in Development - Some argue that the central government’s
control over resources is necessary to ensure national priorities are met. From national
security to infrastructure development, the Centre must retain the ability to direct resources
to areas of strategic importance. Critics of Karnataka’s stance argue that the Centre’s
oversight ensures a uniform national policy, preventing regions from being neglected due to
local political dynamics.

Efficiency and Performance-based Devolution - Another counterview suggests that fund
devolution should be linked to the performance of states. This view posits that states that
perform better in sectors like education, healthcare, and tax collection should receive a larger
share of central resources. Karnataka’s concerns about receiving fewer resources despite its
performance might seem valid, but some believe that incentives for performance should take
precedence over equal distribution.

The Role of Public-Private Partnerships - While Karnataka’s government calls for more fiscal
autonomy, some argue that the private sector could play a larger role in bridging the funding
gap. By encouraging public-private partnerships (PPPs) in areas like infrastructure,
education, and healthcare, Karnataka can reduce its dependency on central funds and drive
localized economic development.
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NEW IDEAS FOR ADDRESSING FISCAL DEVOLUTION ISSUES IN KARNATAKA

1.

Innovative Fiscal Autonomy - Karnataka can advocate for the creation of regional equity
funds, which would allow states like Karnataka to raise resources based on their contribution
to the national economy. These funds would be managed locally but backed by central
support, ensuring that the state’s specific needs are met without waiting for political decision-
making at the Centre.

Decentralized Decision-Making for Schemes - The GoK could push for more localized
decision-making in the implementation of Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS), allowing state
authorities to design tailored solutions for regional problems. This would reduce delays and
increase the effectiveness of the programs.

PATHWAYS FOR STRENGTHENING FISCAL FEDERALISM

1.

Timely Compensation and Transparency - To resolve Karnataka’s concerns over GST
compensation, the Centre should ensure timely and transparent compensation transfers,
allowing states to plan and execute projects without financial uncertainty. A clear, transparent
mechanism will bolster trust between the Centre and states.

Strengthening the Role of the Finance Commission - The Finance Commission must continue
to increase its role in addressing vertical and horizontal fiscal imbalances by considering
regional needs more deeply. Karnataka’s growth must be considered alongside national
priorities to ensure balanced devolution.

Encouraging State Innovation - Encouraging states like Karnataka to create innovative fiscal
models, through technology and public-private partnerships, would reduce dependency on
central funds. Thisapproach could be a model for other states facing similar fiscal challenges.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, fiscal federalism is crucial for ensuring that states have the financial resources they
need for development. Karnataka’s concerns regarding devolution and central control are legitimate,
but the balance between state autonomy and national cohesion is delicate. Moving forward, a more
equitable and transparent approach to fund allocation is necessary, along with mechanisms that
empower states to innovate and manage their resources effectively. By doing so, India’s federal
system can become more responsive and inclusive, allowing all states, including Karnataka, to
contribute to the nation’s progress.

Futuristic Vision: A future where Karnataka and other states receive equitable devolution, with
greater autonomy in managing their finances, will foster a more balanced growth trajectory, reducing
regional disparities and enhancing India's federal cooperation.
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Essay at Eight

Day 8

Topic 8: Guarantee Schemes

Analyse the performance of the 5 Guarantee Schemes of the Government of Karnataka
(GoK).

ALTERNATIVE TOPICS:

1. Impact of the Five Guarantee Schemes in Karnataka: A Comprehensive Analysis of Their
Effectiveness and Challenges

2. Evaluating the Socio-Economic Impact of Karnataka’s Guarantee Schemes on Poverty
Alleviation and Welfare

3. The Five Guarantee Schemes of Karnataka: A Comparative Analysis of Implementation and
Outcomes

4. Can Karnataka’s Five Guarantee Schemes Lead to Long-Term Socio-Economic Change? A
Critical Evaluation

INTRODUCTION:

Welfare democracies around the world are constantly grappling with the dilemma of ensuring social
justice while maintaining fiscal discipline. Karnataka, under its current administration, has taken a bold
step in this direction by introducing the "5 Guarantee Schemes", a set of ambitious social welfare
programs aimed at empowering women, youth, the poor, and the marginalized. These schemes —
Shakti, Gruha Lakshmi, Gruha Jyoti, Anna Bhagya, and Yuva Nidhi — form the cornerstone of the state's
current governance model.

The promise of universal welfare in these schemes lies in their inclusivity, scale, and direct benefit
transfer mechanism. However, the implementation of these schemes has raised concerns about long-
term sustainability, leakage, and exclusion errors. This essay attempts to examine both the successes
and challenges associated with Karnataka’s 5 Guarantee Schemes, assess their impact on welfare
delivery, and suggest a balanced path forward for inclusive and sustainable growth.

BODY
Understanding the 5 Guarantee Schemes
Before delving into their impact, it is important to understand the structure of the schemes:
1. Shakti Yojana — Free bus travel for women in Karnataka state-run transport services.
Gruha Lakshmi — %2000 monthly financial support to women heads of households.
Gruha Jyoti — 200 units of free electricity to every household.
Anna Bhagya — 10 kg of free rice per person in BPL families.
Yuva Nidhi — Monthly allowance of X3000 (graduates) and X1500 (diploma holders) to
unemployed youth for 2 years.

vk wnN

Successes of the 5 Guarantee Schemes
1. Welfare Inclusion and Gender Empowerment
The schemes have significantly empowered women, particularly in rural areas:
e Shakti Yojana has led to over 2 crore women availing free bus travel monthly, enhancing
mobility, access to education, and participation in local employment.
e Gruha Lakshmi has put disposable income directly into women’s hands, enabling many to
meet daily household needs without relying on male earners.
2. Reduction in Extreme Poverty and Food Security
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¢ Anna Bhagya has bolstered Karnataka’s food security network. For BPL families, the scheme
ensures at least 60-70% of staple food needs are met, reducing hunger and improving
nutritional security.
e The state has coordinated with the Food Corporation of India (FCI) to ensure continuity, even
amid national limitations on rice supply.
3. Universal Coverage and Accessibility
e Gruha Jyoti is seen as a middle-class welfare net, helping families avoid inflation shocks from
rising power tariffs. Over 1.45 crore households have registered as of 2024.
¢ Yuva Nidhi serves as a psychological and financial cushion for job-seeking youth, especially
those from Tier-2/3 towns.
4. Digital Governance and Direct Benefit Transfers (DBT)
The schemes are tech-enabled, using Aadhaar-based DBT, ration cards, and verified power
consumption bills to transfer benefits. This has:
e Minimized middlemen
e Reduced leakages
e Enhanced transparency
5. Political Accountability and Welfare Branding
These schemes have re-established political accountability, with the government fulfilling electoral
promises within the first 100 days. This signals a trust-based contract between the state and citizens,
increasing civic engagement and public monitoring.

Challenges in Implementation
1. Fiscal Burden and Budgetary Constraints
The biggest challenge is the fiscal sustainability of these schemes:
e The annual cost is estimated at X52,000—%60,000 crore, nearly 30% of the state's total budget
(X3.27 lakh crore).
e Capital expenditure (on infrastructure, irrigation, skill development) may get compromised,
risking long-term growth for short-term consumption.
The 15th Finance Commission warned against excessive freebies that undermine fiscal discipline.
2. Exclusion Errors and Administrative Bottlenecks
e Gruha Lakshmi faces issues with verifying “woman head of household” due to patriarchal
records, leading to delays and grievances.
¢ Yuva Nidhi requires Aadhaar-linkage and education records, excluding youth from informal
institutions.
e Gruha Jyoti critics argue that households just above the consumption threshold (201+ units)
are left out, creating perverse incentives to underuse power.
3. Leakages and Ghost Beneficiaries
Despite digitization, duplicate ration cards, outdated household records, and lack of dynamic database
updates have led to misuse in some districts.
e Fake accounts and proxy registrations have been reported under Gruha Lakshmi and Anna
Bhagya in certain taluks, necessitating stronger audit mechanisms.
4. Infrastructure Strain
e Shakti Scheme has increased demand by 25-30% on KSRTC and BMTC services, but bus fleets
and depots remain under-capacitated.
¢ Women sometimes face overcrowding, safety issues, and delayed services, especially in non-
metro towns.
5. Dependency and Populism Debate
e Critics argue that such universal schemes may encourage welfare dependency, and discourage
job-seeking or productivity-enhancing behaviour, especially if not linked to skilling or
conditionality.
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e Economists raise concerns about freebie politics overtaking reformist governance, creating a
fiscal populism trap.

Ground Realities and Impact on Welfare Delivery
a) Urban vs Rural Divide
e Inurban areas, schemes like Gruha Jyoti and Shakti are more accessible.
e In rural Karnataka, where digital infrastructure and Aadhaar seeding lag, benefit access is
uneven. Tribal areas in Chamarajanagar and Uttara Kannada face significant hurdles.
b) Feedback from Women and Youth
e Surveys by independent agencies (e.g., Azim Premji Foundation) suggest over 70% satisfaction
among beneficiaries of Gruha Lakshmi and Shakti, especially among self-help groups (SHGs)
and street vendors.
e Youth beneficiaries of Yuva Nidhi, however, express concerns about the scheme being stop-
gap and not linked with meaningful employment generation.

Way Forward: Making the Schemes More Effective and Sustainable
1. Targeting and Dynamic Eligibility
e Introduce income/asset-based targeting for upper thresholds in Gruha Jyoti and Gruha
Lakshmi, avoiding universal rollout.
e Use Socio Economic Caste Census (SECC) data to update beneficiary lists regularly.
2. Linking with Productivity and Skilling
e Merge Yuva Nidhi with Kaushalya Karnataka or Skill India to ensure youth are incentivized for
self-improvement, not passive dependency.
e Introduce a conditional cash transfer model (like Brazil’s Bolsa Familia) for Gruha Lakshmi
beneficiaries who enroll children in school or access health check-ups.
3. Digital Monitoring and Social Audits
e Launch a real-time dashboard (like Andhra’s NAVARATNALU system) for tracking DBT, delays,
and beneficiary feedback.
e Conduct regular gram sabha-level social audits with SHGs and panchayats.
4. Rationalizing Subsidies'and Enhancing Revenue
e Reduce non-merit subsidies (e.g., power to large industries) and-increase sin taxes (on alcohol,
tobacco) to finance welfare.
e Push for property tax reform in urban areas to raise BBMP and ULB revenues.
5. Citizens’ Charter and Redressal Mechanism
e Empower District Welfare Committees to address exclusion errors, duplicate entries, and data
grievances quickly.
e Build a mobile app and call center network for grievance redressal and real-time registration
corrections.

CONCLUSION (150 WORDS)

The 5 Guarantee Schemes of Karnataka reflect a bold welfare-centric governance model aimed at
transforming lives at the grassroots. They are a testimony to the state's commitment to inclusive
governance, especially for women, the poor, and unemployed youth. However, ambition must walk
hand-in-hand with accountability and sustainability.

“Welfare is not charity—it is justice in action.” — Amartya Sen

If these schemes are refined through better targeting, performance audits, and productivity linkages,
they can become models for other Indian states and for global South economies. In the long run, a
balance between fiscal prudence and social welfare is the only way forward for Karnataka to ensure
not just popular governance—but truly transformative governance.
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Essay at Eight

Day 10

Topic 9: Delimitation 2026

Delimitation 2026: Step Towards Political Equity or Is It Affecting Best Performing States Like
Karnataka? Critically Analyse.

INTRODUCTION:

Intro Option 1: Storytelling Approach

In 2023, as Yadgir, a district in North Karnataka, witnessed steady growth due to the efforts of its
agricultural workers and local governance, the news of Delimitation 2026 sparked concerns among
its leaders. They feared that the redrawing of constituencies might dilute their political
representation, as their rural areas are likely to be underrepresented compared to rapidly urbanizing
regions like Bengaluru. This story illustrates a broader-issue in Karnataka — the delicate balance
between ensuring political equity and addressing the unique developmental needs of high-
performing regions like Bengaluru. This essay critically examines whether Delimitation 2026 will help
achieve political fairness or inadvertently harm Karnataka’s interests.

OR

Intro Option 2: Data-Driven Approach

The Delimitation Commission of India is set to implement Delimitation 2026 after the 2021 Census,
aiming to revise electoral boundaries across the country. Karnataka, with a population of over 67
million, is one of the most economically dynamic states in India, contributing significantly to the
country’s GDP. However, concerns arise as Bengaluru, the state’s economic powerhouse, could face
a reduction in political representation while rural areas might gain more seats. This essay critically
analyzes whether Delimitation 2026 will promote political equity or have a negative impact on high-
performing states like Karnataka.

OR

Intro Option 3: Quote-Based with Definition

“A fair system of representation reflects the diversity of a nation, ensuring that no region is left
behind.” These words resonate with the ongoing Delimitation 2026 process in India. Delimitation is
the process of redrawing the boundaries of constituencies to ensure equal representation for each
citizen in the legislative bodies. The Indian Constitution mandates periodic delimitation through
Article 82, ensuring that the number of constituencies remains proportional to population growth.
While Delimitation 2026 seeks to achieve political equity, there are concerns that it may disadvantage
high-performing states like Karnataka. This essay critically analyzes whether Delimitation 2026 will
create a more equitable political system or affect Karnataka’s political influence.

BODY

What is Delimitation? Necessity and Constitutional Provisions

Delimitation refers to the process of redrawing the boundaries of electoral constituencies to ensure
equal representation for each citizen in the legislative bodies. According to the Constitution of India,
Article 82 mandates that the Delimitation Commission be set up after every Census to recalibrate
the constituencies based on changes in population. The primary purpose of delimitation is to ensure
that each constituency has an equal number of voters, maintaining the democratic principle of one
person, one vote.
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The Delimitation Commission ensures political equity, addressing the problem of uneven population
distribution across states. The process is necessary to correct imbalances in the political system,
where urban areas may have a disproportionate number of constituencies, while rural areas are
underrepresented. Delimitation 2026 aims to update boundaries based on the latest census data,
ensuring fair representation of all regions in India.

Evolution of Delimitation in India

Delimitation has been a part of India’s democratic process since 1950. The first Delimitation
Commission was established in that year. However, the process was frozen after the 1971 Census,
mainly due to the uneven growth rates of populations in different states. It was only in 2002, after
the 2001 Census, that the Delimitation Commission was reconstituted, followed by the 14th
Delimitation Commission in 2008, which completed the process of redrawing boundaries for the Lok
Sabha and Assembly seats.

The 15th Commission followed the same pattern but the most significant changes will come with
Delimitation 2026, based on the 2021 Census. This exercise will be significant as it will be the first to
account for the population shifts caused by migration, urbanization, and changing demographics.
The new boundaries will affect the number of constituencies and electoral influence for various
regions across India.

Step Towards Political Equity

1. Ensuring Equal Representation Across States - The primary goal of delimitation is to ensure
equal representation for all citizens, ensuring that no state or region is underrepresented.
The Delimitation Commission aims to balance constituencies in proportion to population
growth. In Karnataka, this will mean ensuring that urban areas like Bengaluru and Mysuru do
not overshadow rural regions such as Bagalkot and Raichur, which have been historically
underrepresented. This exercise will ensure that the rural electorate gets its fair share of
political representation, encouraging more balanced policy outcomes.

2. Urban vs. Rural: A Delicate Balance - The rise of urbanization in states like Karnataka has
skewed the distribution of constituencies, with urban areas receiving more seats due to higher
population densities. Delimitation 2026 will aim to correct this, ensuring that rural
constituencies are not neglected in the process. This will -allow for a more equitable
distribution of political power, ensuring that both urban and rural areas are adequately
represented in the legislature.

3. Focus on Regional Development - Delimitation will provide equal political representation,
which will lead to a fairer allocation of resources. States that have experienced slower growth
or higher poverty rates will gain more political influence through increased representation,
which could translate into better access to resources. Karnataka’s North Karnataka and
coastal regions, which have historically faced developmental challenges, may benefit from
more seats and greater focus on infrastructure, education, and healthcare.

Can Delimitation 2026 Impact Best Performing States Like Karnataka?
While Delimitation 2026 seeks to ensure political equity, there are significant concerns regarding its
impact on high-performing states like Karnataka:

1. Loss of Political Influence for High-Growth Regions - Karnataka’s economic hub, Bengaluru,
has contributed significantly to India’s IT sector, economic growth, and foreign investments.
However, Delimitation 2026 could reduce Bengaluru’s representation, as its population
growth may lead to dilution of political influence. While other regions in the state, such as
North Karnataka, will see an increase in seats due to their lower population growth, the
reduction in Bengaluru’s representation could undermine its influence in the national
legislature.
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Impact on Policy Prioritization - The redistribution of seats might shift focus from the state’s
economic powerhouses to more marginalized regions. This shift in political power could lead
to policy decisions that prioritize rural development over urban issues like technology
innovation, startup growth, and global connectivity, which are central to Karnataka’s
economy. A decrease in representation for urban Karnataka could lead to misalignment of
state priorities, affecting its future economic trajectory.

Disproportionate Resource Allocation - With the possibility of more seats for rural areas,
there is a concern that more funds could be allocated to less-developed areas at the cost of
regions like Bengaluru, which generate a significant share of the state’s revenue. This could
create resource imbalances, where high-performing areas like Bengaluru lose out on funding
that would otherwise have been used to maintain its infrastructure, education system, and
technology ecosystem.

Counterviews on Delimitation and Its Impact

1.

Ensuring Political Representation for Underrepresented Regions - The central goal of
delimitation is to provide equal political representation to all regions. Critics of Karnataka's
concerns argue that underdeveloped regions like. North Karnataka should gain more political
voice through the process. Delimitation can ensure that states like Karnataka do not leave less
developed areas behind, allowing them to raise issues that are more relevant to their unique
needs.

Redistribution of Power as a Constitutional Necessity - Supporters of delimitation argue that
the process is constitutionally necessary to ensure that no region is ignored in the political
system. The Constitution mandates that the Delimitation Commission carry out this exercise,
ensuring that every Indian, whether in a remote village or a bustling city, has an equal say in
governance.

New Ideas for Addressing Delimitation Issues

1.

Incorporating Economic Performance in Delimitation - Future delimitation exercises could
consider both' population size and economic contribution to ensure that economic
powerhouses like Bengaluru retain sufficient political representation while ensuring rural
areas are also heard in the legislature.

Engaging Local Communities in Delimitation Decisions - It would be beneficial to involve local
communities in the delimitation process, ensuring that their needs and concerns are
incorporated into the new boundaries. This would reduce political friction and ensure more
inclusive political decisions.

Pathways for Sustainable Political Equity

1. Balanced Resource Allocation - A balanced approach that accounts for both population shifts
and economic potential could allow Karnataka to retain political power without undermining
rural areas. This balance is key to ensuring that both urban and rural constituencies are
represented fairly.

2. Transparent and Fair Delimitation Process - Karnataka must advocate for a transparent
delimitation process, where local concerns are given due consideration. Ensuring that all
voices are heard, particularly in rural regions, will prevent unintended consequences of over-
representation.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, Delimitation 2026 holds the potential to promote political equity by ensuring fair
representation across India. However, for high-performing states like Karnataka, the process may
come with challenges, particularly in maintaining political influence for economically significant
regions like Bengaluru. A balanced approach that integrates population growth with economic
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performance and regional priorities is needed to ensure that Karnataka’s growth potential is not
diminished. With transparency, engagement, and consideration of local needs, Delimitation 2026 can
strengthen democracy while promoting equitable growth for all regions of Karnataka.

Futuristic Vision: A future where Karnataka’s urban and rural areas both thrive politically and
economically, ensuring that no region is left behind, will set the stage for a truly inclusive and
balanced India.
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Essay at Eight

Day 11
Topic 10: India at 75

India at 75: India's Dream of a Developed Nation — Challenges and the Road Ahead.

INTRODUCTION:

Intro 1: Data-Driven Approach

India has come a long way since its independence in 1947. As the world’s 5th largest economy, with
a population of 1.4 billion, India is at the threshold of becoming a developed nation. However, recent
reports show that India still ranks low on the Human Development Index (HDI), with gaps in
healthcare, education, and infrastructure. This essay critically analyzes the challenges that India faces
on its path to becoming a developed nation and the steps that need to be taken for progress.

OR

Intro 2: Storytelling Approach

In 1947, India gained independence with the hope of becoming a thriving, self-sufficient nation.
Seventy-five years later, India stands as one of the world’s largest economies, but its journey toward
becoming a fully developed nation is still ongoing. A small village in Madhya Pradesh represents the
stark contrast that still exists: while cities like Bengaluru and Hyderabad have become global
technology hubs, rural areas continue to struggle with basic amenities. This essay examines the
challenges that India faces on its way to becoming a developed nation and the steps needed to
overcome them.

OR

Intro 3: Two Extremes Method

In 2047, India is envisioned as a global superpower with cutting-edge infrastructure, thriving global
trade networks, and universal access to high-quality healthcare and education. Smart cities powered
by sustainable energy, with job opportunities for every citizen, represent the future we hope for.
However, when we look back at the current realities of poverty, unequal access to resources, and
regional imbalances, the journey ahead seems filled with challenges. The gap between India’s
aspirations and present limitations is vast, but it is not insurmountable. This essay delves into the
challenges India faces on its road to becoming a developed nation and the strategies required to
fulfill this vision of a prosperous, inclusive India.

OR

Intro 4: Debate or Discussion Approach for Intro

“Is India’s dream of becoming a developed nation realistic, or is it merely a political slogan?” This
guestion has sparked debate for decades. On one side, optimists argue that India, with its youthful
population, technological advancements, and growing economy, will inevitably reach developed
status. On the other, critics point to the persistent poverty, inequality, and infrastructure deficits as
barriers that hold back the country’s progress. As India celebrates its 75 years of independence, it is
time to reflect on its journey and evaluate whether the dream of a developed India is achievable, or
if it remains a distant goal. This essay examines the challenges India faces in its quest for development,
alongside the strategies that must be employed to overcome these hurdles.
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BODY

The Definition of a Developed Nation and India’s Path Forward

A developed nation is one that not only enjoys economic prosperity but also ensures social well-
being, environmental sustainability, and political equity. It offers universal access to quality
healthcare, education, and job opportunities while maintaining sustainable growth. India, with its
growing economy, young workforce, and technological innovations, has the potential to become a
developed nation. However, this potential can only be realized by addressing deep-rooted challenges
such as poverty, social inequality, poor infrastructure, and unsustainable growth models.

For India to transition from a developing country to a developed nation, it must focus on inclusive
development, human capital, and sustainability. The vision of Viksit Bharat requires not only an
increase in GDP but also ensuring that the benefits of economic growth reach every citizen, especially
those in rural areas.

Challenges India Faces on the Path to Development

1. Poverty and Income Inequality
Despite significant economic growth, India still faces one of the highest rates of poverty and
income inequality in the world. According to the UNDP, 28% of India’s population lives below
the poverty line. The wealth disparity between the rich and poor is stark, with 10% of the
population holding 50% of the wealth. The growing economic divide between urban and rural
regions exacerbates these disparities, making it difficult for India to achieve truly inclusive
growth. In states like Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, and Madhya Pradesh, where poverty remains
widespread, inequality hampers the broader nation’s development.

2. Education and Skill Development
India’s education system has seen improvements, particularly in primary education.
However, secondary education and higher education still face major challenges, with high
dropout rates and a mismatch between education and market demands. Over 25% of rural
children remain out of school, and even among those who attend, many receive low-quality
education. India’s skill gap is another critical barrier to becoming a developed nation. The
country’s young workforce, which is often touted as a major advantage, lacks the skills
necessary to thrive in the rapidly changing global job market.

3. Healthcare Accessibility
India’s healthcare system remains overburdened, especially in rural areas. The COVID-19
pandemic exposed the system’s limitations, especially in terms of public health
infrastructure and access to essential services. Though there have been improvements in
maternal health and life expectancy, public healthcare continues to be inadequate,
particularly for the poor and rural populations. The privatization of healthcare has created a
dual system where the rich get access to high-quality care while the poor suffer from poor
healthcare facilities and lack of affordability.

4. Infrastructure Deficiencies
Despite rapid urbanization, India’s infrastructure is still lacking in several areas, particularly
in rural and remote regions. Bengaluru, Mumbai, and Delhi are some of India’s top-
performing cities, but they face challenges like overcrowding, pollution, poor public
transportation, and water scarcity. Rural India, on the other hand, suffers from the absence
of basic infrastructure such as electricity, roads, sanitation, and clean water. The inability to
bridge the urban-rural divide is one of India’s biggest challenges on its path to development.

5. Environmental Sustainability
India faces severe environmental challenges, with its cities ranking among the most polluted
in the world. The rapid industrialization and urban sprawl have led to severe air, water, and
soil pollution. The climate change impact on India is profound, with rising sea levels, water
scarcity, and extreme weather events becoming more frequent. India’s environmental
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policies must focus on green energy, sustainable farming, and urban planning to ensure that
development does not come at the cost of the environment.

India’s Present status of Growth is on right trajectory (we are countering the topic here)

1.

The Case for Economic Growth

Some argue that India’s focus should remain on economic growth, which will automatically
address other issues like poverty and inequality. High-growth sectors such as information
technology, manufacturing, and services have already brought India to the global stage. By
continuing to invest in infrastructure, technology, and entrepreneurship, critics argue that
India can continue to grow and address its development issues incrementally.
Market-Driven Solutions

Critics suggest that India’s public sector should play a smaller role in sectors like healthcare
and education, allowing the private sector to drive efficiency and innovation. The
privatization of sectors such as education and healthcare could improve access and quality,
benefiting those who currently face limited-access to basic services.

New lIdeas for Accelerating Development- Viksit Bharat

1.

Inclusive Green Growth

India must invest in green technologies, such as solar power, electric vehicles, and
sustainable agriculture, which can help the country achieve economic growth while
addressing its environmental challenges. A green revolution in rural areas that combines
technological advancements with sustainable practices could help address both poverty and
environmental degradation simultaneously.

Decentralized Education and Skill Development

A nationwide skill development program should be implemented, focusing on vocational
training and localized skill-building programs in rural areas. This would equip young people
in rural Karnataka, for example, with marketable skills while simultaneously reducing
migration to urban centers for work.

Public-Private Partnerships (PPP)

India’s healthcare system can be reformed by establishing public-private partnerships where
the government collaborates with private healthcare providers to ensure affordable
healthcare across the country. These partnerships can ensure that rural areas are not left
behind in the availability of specialized care and modern medical facilities.

Shaping the Future: The Road Ahead

1.

Investing in Human Capital

India’s youth is its most valuable resource. The country must invest heavily in education, skill
development, and healthcare to ensure that the future workforce is prepared for global
competition.

Sustainable Economic Growth

The government must prioritize green initiatives, renewable energy, and eco-friendly
infrastructure to ensure that India’s economic growth does not come at the cost of the
environment.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, India’s dream of becoming a developed nation is ambitious but achievable. While
challenges like poverty, inequality, and infrastructure deficits remain, India’s potential lies in its
youth, demographic dividend, and technological innovation. The key to realizing this dream lies in
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focusing on inclusive development, sustainability, and investment in human capital. The future of
India rests on creating a Viksit Bharat where every citizen, whether in urban Bengaluru or rural
Karnataka, enjoys a prosperous future.

Futuristic Vision: By 2047, India can become a global leader in sustainable development, where every
citizen has the opportunity to thrive, contributing to a truly developed nation that leads the world in
innovation, inclusive growth, and environmental sustainability.
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Essay at Eight
Day 12

Topic 11: UCC

"Live and let live" is a guide for a civilized society, in this context what is the efficacy of
Uniform Civil Code (UCC)? Is India Ready for debate on the topic of UCC?.

ALTERNATIVE TOPICS:

1. Uniform Civil Code: A Step Toward National Integration or a Threat to Diversity?

2. Uniform Civil Code and India’s Pluralism: Analyzing the Challenges and Benefits of a
Common Law for All

3. The Need for a Uniform Civil Code in India: Bridging Cultural Divides or Creating New
Faultlines?

4. Debating the Uniform Civil Code: Is India Ready to Embrace a Unified Legal Framework
Across Religions?

INTRODUCTION:

Intro type 1: Storytelling Approach

In a small town in Uttar Pradesh, a Hindu woman married a Muslim man, both seeking happiness and
peace. However, they encountered legal complexities when it came to inheritance rights and marriage
registration due to the conflicting personal laws governing their respective communities. This story is
a microcosm of a larger issue in India— the lack of a unified legal framework for all citizens. The
Uniform Civil Code (UCC) seeks to address this issue, but is India ready for the transition towards a
singular civil law? This essay delves into the necessity, efficacy, and challenges of the Uniform Civil
Code in India.

OR

Intro type 2: Two Extremes Method

Imagine a country where personal laws govern every aspect of life, from marriage to inheritance,
varying based on religion. Now, envision a society where a common code governs all individuals,
regardless of their religion. The difference between these two extremes highlights the tension in
India’s legal system. On one hand, we have the freedom of religion, while on the other, we seek
national unity and equality. The Uniform Civil Code (UCC) stands at the crossroads of these opposing
forces, and this essay will explore its efficacy, the challenges it faces, and whether India is ready for
such a transition.

OR

Intro Option 3: Data and Reports Approach

According to a 2018 survey by the National Commission for Women, 56% of the respondents believed
that a Uniform Civil Code (UCC) was necessary to ensure gender equality and legal uniformity in India.
Yet, despite the constitutional directive under Article 44, which urges the state to implement a UCC,
India remains divided on the issue. With varying personal laws in place, the call for a UCC has become
a highly debated issue. This essay critically examines the effectiveness of the UCC in promoting social
harmony and justice, while addressing the question: Is India ready for the UCC debate?
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BODY

Understanding the Uniform Civil Code (UCC)

The Uniform Civil Code (UCC) refers to the idea of a single personal law governing all citizens in the
country, irrespective of their religious affiliation. The Indian Constitution, under Article 44, directs the
state to endeavor to implement the UCC. However, personal laws, such as the Hindu Marriage Act,
Muslim Personal Law, and Christian Marriage Act, currently govern various religious communities in
India. The UCC aims to standardize these personal laws into a single, uniform code, particularly
concerning issues like marriage, divorce, inheritance, and adoption.

The UCC is seen as a means of ensuring equality in a diverse society, offering gender justice, and
ensuring that no community is subjected to discriminatory practices under the guise of religion.
However, its implementation has been a matter of intense debate and controversy, with supporters
arguing for secularism and national unity, while critics believe it could undermine religious freedom
and cultural diversity.

The Need for a Uniform Civil Code

1. Gender Equality and Empowerment
One of the strongest arguments in favor of the UCC is its potential to promote gender
equality. Under current personal laws, women in several communities face discriminatory
practices. For instance, under Muslim personal law, the practice of triple talaq (instant
divorce) was historically legalized, until its ban in 2019. Similarly, the Hindu Succession Act
allowed unequal inheritance rights for daughters until it was amended. The UCC, by
eliminating such disparities, would ensure equal rights for all genders, especially in areas like
inheritance and marriage.

2. National Integration and Secularism
India’s diversity has often led to divergent personal laws, with communities governed by their
own sets of rules. While this was historically justified to respect cultural autonomy, it has led
to division and unequal treatment. By implementing a UCC, India can become a unified
nation under the rule of law, where all citizens, regardless of their religion, are governed by
the same legal standards. This would strengthen secularism by ensuring that the state does
not favor any one religion and that religion does not interfere with civil rights.

3. Elimination of Conflicts and Legal Confusion
Currently, people from different communities face legal complications due to the existence
of multiple laws. For example, a person married under Hindu law may not receive the same
rights and protections as a person married under Muslim personal law, leading to confusion
in inheritance and divorce cases. A single uniform code would eliminate these complications,
ensuring that all citizens have access to the same legal protections and privileges.

The Challenges to Implementing the UCC

1. Religious and Cultural Resistance
The most significant challenge to the UCC is the resistance from religious communities who
fear that a uniform code would infringe on their cultural practices. Many religious leaders
argue that the personal laws are integral to their community’s identity and traditions, and
that a UCC would erode their freedom to practice religion. For instance, Muslim
organizations have raised concerns about the abolition of Sharia law, and Christian groups
have similar fears regarding their marriage and divorce laws.

2. Political Sensitivities
The implementation of the UCC is also a highly political issue. Various political parties have
taken opposing stances based on their ideological leanings. Some argue that it would lead to
the centralization of power, undermining state autonomy over matters of personal law.
There is also a concern that the BJP-led government in India might use the UCC as a tool for
religious uniformity, favoring Hindu norms over the diversity of India’s religions. This creates
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significant political polarization, making it difficult for any government to enact the UCC
without facing backlash.

Constitutional and Legal Hurdles

While Article 44 of the Constitution calls for the UCC, it does not mandate its immediate
implementation. The Indian judiciary has often upheld the idea of personal laws, citing the
need to respect cultural diversity. The legal hurdles involved in amending or overturning
these personal laws make it a lengthy and challenging process. Additionally, individual rights
and constitutional freedoms must be balanced with the implementation of the UCC, which
raises complex legal issues.

Counterviews on the Uniform Civil Code

1.

Religious Freedom vs. State Interference

Critics of the UCC argue that it could infringe on religious freedom by imposing a single code
that does not respect the diversity of personal laws. India’s Constitutional guarantees
provide for the freedom of religion, which would be undermined if a UCC were enforced
without considering the religious autonomy of communities. Personal laws are seen as a
reflection of cultural identity, and enforcing a UCC may be viewed as state interference in
personal and religious matters.

Potential for Political Manipulation

Some believe that the implementation of the UCC could be politically motivated, with certain
parties using it as a tool for majoritarianism. There are concernsthat a uniform civil code may
be used by the ruling party to push for laws that align with one religion’s beliefs, potentially
marginalizing minority groups. For example, certain laws could potentially be framed in a way
that favors Hindu practices, thus deepening the divide between religious communities.

New Ideas for Implementing the UCC

1.

Gradual Implementation with Consultations

Instead of implementing a UCC in a single sweeping change, the government could begin with
gradual reforms in areas where personal laws are already outdated and discriminatory. Areas
like marriage, divorce, and inheritance could be standardized through consultations with
different communities, ensuring that'the UCC respects the diversity of personal beliefs while
ensuring gender equality and human rights.

State-Specific Adaptations

While a national UCC is desirable, it could be beneficial to allow for state-specific adaptations
of the code that cater to regional cultural needs. This would ensure that the UCC does not
alienate communities but instead works within their social contexts. For example, regions
with strong tribal communities could adopt modified versions of the UCC, addressing their
specific cultural nuances.

The Path Forward

1.

Building Consensus

For the UCC to be effectively implemented, the Indian government must focus on building
broad consensus among religious communities, political parties, and civil society
organizations. This will ensure that the UCC is not seen as a top-down imposition but as a
progressive step towards a unified, secular India.

Focus on Gender Justice

A priority of the UCC should be to ensure that it brings gender justice by eliminating
discriminatory practices like triple talaq, child marriage, and unequal inheritance laws.
Ensuring equal rights for women in matters like marriage and divorce would strengthen
India’s legal framework and make it more just and fair.
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CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the Uniform Civil Code is a necessary step towards legal uniformity, gender equality,
and social justice. While its implementation faces significant challenges—including religious
resistance, political divisions, and legal hurdles—its potential to create a unified legal framework
cannot be underestimated. As India moves towards a developed nation, embracing a secular UCC that
ensures equality and human rights for all citizens is vital. India is ready for this debate, as it looks
forward to becoming a society where every citizen, regardless of their religion, is treated with dignity
and respect under the law.

Futuristic Vision: A future where the Uniform Civil Code is implemented will ensure that India’s
secular and democratic values are upheld, creating a society where religious diversity is celebrated
within a unified legal system, paving the way for an inclusive and progressive nation.
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Essay at Eight

Day 13
Topic 12: Al and Ethics

Discuss the Need for Al and Ethics in Governance. Can Technology Serve for Human
Development?.

ALTERNATIVE TOPICS:

1. Artificial Intelligence and Ethical Governance: Striking the Right Balance Between
Technology and Humanity

2. The Role of Al in Enhancing Governance Efficiency: Exploring Ethical Implications and
Human Development Goals

3. Al and Human Development: Can Technological Advancements Support, Not Replace,
Human Values in Governance?

4. Ensuring Ethical Use of Al in Governance: Can Technology Truly Serve Human
Development?

INTRODUCTION:

Intro 1: Data and Facts Approach

The global market for Al'is.expected to reach $190 billion by 2025, a clear indicator of its vast potential
across sectors. However, while artificial intelligence offers revolutionary opportunities in areas like
healthcare, education, and economics, it also raises critical ethical concerns regarding privacy,
accountability, and bias. In India, Al-based systems are already used in governance, from e-governance
initiatives to welfare schemes. However, the integration of Al into governance without a clear ethical
framework could lead to unintended consequences. This essay critically examines how Al can be
ethical and its potential to serve human development.

OR

Intro 2: Two Extremes Method

Imagine a future where artificial intelligence (Al) drives every aspect of governance—from automated
decision-making in policy formulation to predictive policing based on data analysis. On the other hand,
envision a world where human values, ethics, and accountability guide every technological advance.
As Al and machine learning infiltrate every part of governance, the question arises: can Al serve human
development without compromising our values? This essay explores the necessity of integrating Al
ethics into governance and how technology can be used to promote human progress.

OR

Intro 3: Storytelling Approach

In a small village in Rajasthan, the state government decided to implement an Al-based system to
monitor agricultural productivity and optimize irrigation resources. While the program initially
improved yields, it also caused discontent among farmers who felt that the technology ignored the
human element—their unique local knowledge of soil and climate. This incident highlights the
challenge of integrating Al into governance: while Al promises efficiency, it may fail to consider human
values and local nuances. This essay delves into the need for ethics in Al governance and how
technology can advance human development without undermining its core values.
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BODY

Understanding Artificial Intelligence and Governance

Artificial Intelligence refers to systems designed to mimic human intelligence, enabling them to
perform tasks like problem-solving, decision-making, and data analysis. In the context of governance,
Al is applied in areas such as public administration, law enforcement, welfare distribution, and policy
formulation. Al has the potential to transform governance by enhancing efficiency, improving
decision-making, and ensuring transparency.

However, the use of Al in governance introduces several ethical dilemmas related to privacy,
autonomy, and accountability. It is essential to create frameworks that balance technology’s potential
with human rights, ensuring that Al serves society while adhering to ethical standards.

The Need for Ethics in Al

1. Ensuring Accountability and Transparency
One of the primary concerns with Al in governance is the lack of transparency. Many Al
systems operate as black boxes, making it difficult to understand how decisions are made. In
governance, where policy decisions impact the lives of citizens, the need for transparency is
paramount. Without clear explanations for how Al algorithms arrive at their conclusions,
there is a risk of unaccountable decision-making, leading to a loss of trust in government
institutions. Introducing ethical guidelines will ensure that Al is accountable and its actions
can be scrutinized, holding systems responsible for decisions that affect society.

2. Protecting Human Rights and Privacy
As Al and machine learning systems increasingly handle personal data, there are concerns
about the violation of privacy and human rights. Al’s ability to analyze massive amounts of
data raises questions about how personal information is collected, stored, and used. In
countries like India, where data protection laws are still evolving, ensuring that Al systems
respect citizens' privacy and individual rights is critical. A robust ethical framework would
include privacy protection measures and clear guidelines on data usage.

3. Preventing Bias and Discrimination
Al systems can inadvertently perpetuate bias if they are trained on data that reflects
prejudices or social inequalities. For example, Al-driven criminal justice systems may show
bias in predicting crime rates, disproportionately affecting marginalized communities. In the
context of Indian governance, where social inequality persists, the risk of Al reinforcing
discriminatory practices/is high. Implementing ethical Al guidelines would help ensure that Al
systems are fair and unbiased, fostering inclusive policies that serve all citizens equally.

Can Al Serve Human Development?

1. Improving Public Service Delivery
Al has the potential to significantly improve public service delivery in India. With e-governance
platforms like Aadhaar and PM Gati Shakti, Al is already being used to streamline processes
such as welfare distribution, healthcare services, and education. For example, Al-powered
healthcare diagnostics can help provide quality medical care in rural areas where specialist
doctors are scarce. Similarly, Al in education could facilitate personalized learning and make
education accessible to students across the country, regardless of their background.

2. Policy Formulation and Social Welfare
Al has the potential to help governments formulate policies based on data-driven insights,
leading to better resource allocation and program design. For instance, in poverty alleviation
schemes, Al could analyze data on income, access to services, and demographics to ensure
that resources are distributed where they are needed the most. This would make social
welfare programs more efficient and effective in lifting the underprivileged out of poverty.

3. Reducing Corruption and Enhancing Transparency
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Al can also help reduce corruption and promote transparency in governance. For example, Al-
based audit systems can track the disbursement of funds and identify discrepancies, ensuring
that resources are used for their intended purpose. Similarly, Al can automate government
functions, minimizing human intervention and the possibility of corruption at various levels of
administration.

Counterviews on Al and Human Development

1.

Al as a Threat to Employment

Critics argue that the widespread adoption of Al in governance may lead to the job
displacement of many low-skilled workers in the public sector. Al-powered systems could
replace human workers in functions like data entry, processing applications, and bureaucratic
tasks, leading to job losses. Moreover, Al’s focus on efficiency might reduce the human touch
in services that require compassion and personal understanding, especially in sectors like
healthcare and education.

Al’s Potential for Authoritarianism

Another concern is that Al can be used for authoritarian purposes, such as mass surveillance
and social control. Governments may use Al to track and monitor citizens' activities, infringing
on personal freedoms. Without stringent ethical safeguards, Al could become a tool of
repression, undermining democratic freedoms and the right to privacy.

Unequal Access to Technology

While Al holds great promise for development, there is a risk that its benefits will be unequally
distributed. In India, where digital literacy and internet access remain limited, Al technologies
may not reach rural or marginalized communities. The risk of deepening the digital divide
must be addressed by ensuring that Al technologies are inclusive and accessible to all.

New ldeas for Ethical Al in Governance

1.

Inclusive Policy Development

The government should focus on creating Al policies that are inclusive and transparent,
ensuring that Al serves all citizens equitably. This can be achieved by ensuring public
consultations and community feedback in the development and deployment of Al systems.
Al for Sustainable Development

India can use Al to promote sustainable development by integrating Al with renewable energy
systems, climate change mitigation efforts, and eco-friendly technologies. This will not only
help in achieving environmental goals but also create new economic opportunities in the
green sector.

Al Literacy Programs

To bridge the digital divide, the government can introduce Al literacy programs at the
grassroots level. These programs can empower individuals, especially in rural areas, to
understand and leverage Al for personal and community development, ensuring that the
benefits of Al are accessible to everyone.

Shaping a Future with Ethical Al

1.

Strengthening Legal Frameworks

India must build a strong legal framework for Al, focusing on data privacy, ethics, and human
rights. This will provide a balanced approach, ensuring that Al is used responsibly and does
not infringe upon individual rights.

Public Awareness and Trust

The government should work on building public trust in Al by ensuring transparency in its use,
accountability for its actions, and public education on its benefits and risks. Al-driven
governance will only be successful if citizens feel empowered and protected by the systems
in place.
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CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the integration of Al in governance offers immense potential to drive human
development and social transformation. However, for Al to truly serve the people, it must be anchored
in strong ethical principles that prioritize transparency, accountability, and protection of individual
rights. While India’s move towards Al-powered governance can significantly improve public service
delivery and promote inclusive growth, it is essential to address the ethical concerns related to privacy,
bias, and discrimination.

The country must strike a balance between technological advancement and human values, ensuring
that Al serves as a tool for empowerment rather than control. By focusing on inclusive policies, public
awareness, and ethical frameworks, India can harness the full potential of Al, making it a driving force
in achieving sustainable development and societal progress.

Looking to the future, India has the opportunity to become a global leader in ethical Al, where
technology not only fosters economic prosperity but also enhances the quality of life for all its citizens,
while respecting and upholding human dignity.
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Essay at Eight

Day 14
Topic 13: Trade and Tariff Wars

Relevance of Trade and Tariff Wars in the Globalized Era and India’s Strategy.

ALTERNATIVE TOPICS:

1. Trade Wars in a Globalised World: Analyzing Their Impact and India’s Strategic Response
2. The Growing Threat of Trade and Tariff Wars: How Should India Navigate This New Era of
Protectionism?

3. Trade and Tariff Wars: A Global Crisis? How Can India Maintain Economic Stability Amid
Rising Protectionism?

4. Relevance of Trade Wars in the 21st Century: Can India Overcome the Challenges Posed by
Tariff Conflicts?

INTRODUCTION:

Intro 1: Discussion or Debate Approach

“Should countries engage-in trade wars to protect domestic industries, or should free trade principles
govern global commerce?” In an age of increasing global interdependence, the question of trade wars
has become a contentious issue. On one hand, tariffs are seen as an effective tool for protecting
domestic industries; on the other, globalization calls for a system where goods, services, and capital
flow freely across borders. As countries like the US and China engage in tariff battles, India too faces
similar challenges, especially given its growing role in global trade. This essay delves into the relevance
of trade wars in the globalized era and examines how India can overcome their impact.

OR

Intro 2: Data/Facts Approach

Global trade tensions have escalated over the last decade. US-China tariffs alone have affected global
markets worth over $3 trillion. India, with its $500 billion trade volume, is not insulated from the
consequences. Despite significant strides in sectors like pharmaceuticals, textiles, and IT, India is
increasingly facing tariffs and trade barriers, especially from developed nations. As a developing
economy, India must navigate through these challenges. This essay critically nalyses how tariff wars
affect India’s growth trajectory and suggests ways the country can mitigate the impact.

OR

Intro 3: Definition and Extrapolation Approach

Trade wars refer to economic conflicts in which countries impose tariffs and other barriers on each
other’s goods, usually in retaliation for trade practices they deem unfair. This strategy, while aimed at
protecting domestic industries, often leads to economic inefficiencies, higher consumer prices, and
strained international relations. The rise of protectionism in recent years, as seen in the US-China
trade conflict, has raised new questions about the global trade order. For India, the threat of tariffs
looms large, especially as it continues to expand its global trade footprint. This essay will examine the
implications of trade wars on India and explore how the country can adapt to and overcome the
challenges posed by these economic conflicts.
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BODY

The Setup of the Global Order: From Globalization to Hyperglobalization

In the second half of the 20th century, the world witnessed an era of globalization that reshaped the
international trade landscape. The establishment of the World Trade Organization (WTO) in 1995 was
alandmark moment, as it facilitated the removal of trade barriers and promoted free trade principles.
Countries around the world gradually started to integrate their economies, leading to a more
interconnected and interdependent world.

The WTO, as the principal global trade body, aimed to ensure fair trade practices and resolve disputes
between member nations. Through trade facilitation agreements, it worked to lower tariffs, reduce
trade restrictions, and improve market access for developing economies. India, as one of the leading
emerging economies, became an active participant in this system, benefiting from the open trade
policies that the WTO championed.

However, in the last two decades, the world entered an era of hyperglobalization, driven by rapid
technological advancements—particularly in information technology, communication, and
transportation. This led to even more interconnected global markets, with trade flows occurring in
real-time, and supply chains becoming increasingly complex. Hyperglobalization intensified economic
competition, increased the mobility of capital, and forced countries to continuously adapt to new
market demands.

This phase also brought to light the vulnerabilities of a globalized economy—exposing the
interconnectedness of national economies and how trade wars could disrupt the flow of goods,
services, and capital. The rise of tariffs and economic protectionism in'the 21st century reflects this
shift, where the benefits of free trade are increasingly questioned in favor of more nationalistic
approaches.

For India, trade wars have become more relevant, especially in the context of its rising economic
stature. India’s trade balance has been volatile, and rising tariffs on sectors such as electronics,
pharmaceuticals, and agriculture pose a threat to its export-driven economy.

The Impact of Trade Wars on India’s Economy

1. Disrupting India’s Export Markets
India’s electronics, textile, and agriculture sectors are heavily impacted by global tariff wars.
For instance, India’s pharmaceuticals exports, which contribute significantly to its GDP, face
rising tariffs from developed nations. The US, a primary market for Indian drugs, increased
tariffs on generic medications, leading to reduced profitability for Indian pharmaceutical
companies. Similarly, India’s textile exports, especially to the US, have been subjected to
higher tariffs, affecting its competitiveness in global markets.

2. Rising Input Costs
For industries relying on imported raw materials, tariff wars mean higher input costs. India’s
manufacturing sector, especially in automobiles and electronics, faces increased costs due to
tariffs on components like steel and semiconductors. Higher production costs reduce profit
margins and make Indian products less competitive in the global market. In the context of
India’s push for Make in India, tariff wars threaten to derail the progress of the manufacturing
sector by making imported goods more expensive and reducing the affordability of locally
produced goods.

3. Impact on Global Supply Chains
India’s role in global supply chains means that trade wars significantly disrupt production
timelines and trade flows. As tariff battles intensify between China and the US, India finds
itself in a challenging position, especially with China being its largest trade partner. The US-
China trade war led to a reduction in global trade volume, affecting countries like India that
rely on cross-border trade to support their manufacturing and service sectors.

4. Increased Economic Uncertainty
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Trade wars create an atmosphere of economic uncertainty, which affects both foreign
investments and domestic business sentiment. As businesses are unsure of the future of
global trade relations, they may delay or cancel investment plans. In India, sectors like
automobiles, consumer electronics, and agriculture have seen a reduction in foreign direct
investment (FDI) due to the uncertainty caused by tariff hikes and trade restrictions.

India’s Strategy to Overcome the Impact of Tariff Wars

1.

Diversification of Export Markets

One of the key strategies India can adopt is to diversify its export markets. By focusing on
emerging economies in Africa, Latin America, and Southeast Asia, India can reduce its
dependence on markets vulnerable to trade wars. India's participation in Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) and other multilateral trade agreements can
help it navigate through the effects of global tariff wars by ensuring alternative trade routes.
Promoting Domestic Manufacturing and Innovation

The government’s Make in India and Atmanirbhar Bharat campaigns are critical to reducing
India’s reliance on foreign imports. By focusing on building a robust domestic manufacturing
base, especially in sectors like electronics, automobiles, and defense, India can reduce its
dependence on imports. Investing in innovation, technology, and automation will also help
India’s manufacturing sector become more competitive in the global market.

Strengthening Bilateral Trade Agreements

India can look to strengthen bilateral trade agreements with key partners to mitigate the
impact of global trade wars. India-US trade relations, for instance, can be improved through
trade agreements that ensure the protection of India’s export interests while minimizing the
risk of unilateral tariff hikes. Moreover, India must push for more robust trade agreements
under the World Trade Organization (WTO) to ensure fair trade practices and dispute
resolution mechanisms.

Developing Alternative Supply Chains

To avoid dependency on specific countries, India should work on creating alternative supply
chains. Investingin local raw material production and ensuring supply chain resilience through
the development of domestic resources will safeguard India from the volatility caused by tariff
wars. Encouraging self-reliant industries through policy support and subsidies will help India
build a more resilient trade ecosystem.

Counterviews on the Impact of Tariff Wars

1.

Protectionism as Necessary for Domestic Growth

Some argue that trade wars and tariffs are necessary for protecting domestic industries from
foreign competition. Countries like the US, China, and the EU have used tariffs as a means of
preserving their industries against foreign dumping. India’s agriculture sector, for instance,
would benefit from some protection against cheap imports of agricultural products, which
harm local farmers.

Tariffs Encourage Innovation and Competitiveness

Critics of free trade argue that tariffs can force domestic industries to innovate and improve
competitiveness. With foreign products becoming expensive due to tariffs, domestic
producers are forced to improve their products and processes to maintain their market share.
This leads to higher quality standards and innovation in the long run.

New Ideas for Mitigating the Impact of Tariff Wars

1.

Al and Data Analytics in Trade Strategy

India can harness artificial intelligence and big data to predict trade trends and optimize
supply chains. Al-powered analytics can help identify emerging markets, assess the impact of
tariffs, and streamline India’s trade strategies to stay ahead of global shifts.
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Incentivizing Export Competitiveness

India could offer incentives to industries that show high export potential and international
competitiveness. By focusing on quality standards, certifications, and branding, India can
carve out a more significant share in global markets, minimizing the impact of tariffs.

Pathways for Sustainable Trade Growth

1. Leveraging Regional Partnerships
Strengthening regional trade ties within SAARC, ASEAN, and BRICS will provide India with
access to non-tariff barriers and lower trade restrictions. This will make India less dependent
on countries with fluctuating tariff policies.

2. Building a Strong Domestic Economy
A more resilient domestic economy is the cornerstone of overcoming tariff wars. India must
focus on inclusive economic growth, job creation, and industry diversification to weather the
challenges of global trade disruptions.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, trade wars and tariffs pose significant challenges to India’s economic stability and
growth. However, with a diversified approach to trade, investment in domestic manufacturing, and
the development of alternative supply chains, India can reduce the adverse impact of global trade
conflicts. By strengthening its trade agreements, India can mitigate external risks while ensuring that
domestic industries remain competitive. As India moves towards becoming a developed nation, its
approach to trade wars must align with the vision of an inclusive, resilient economy, paving the way
for a global trade leader inthe future.

Futuristic Vision: In the coming decades, India can position itself as a model of sustainable trade and
economic resilience, where both domestic industries and global collaborations flourish, ensuring
growth and prosperity for all.
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Essay at Eight

Day 15

Topic 14 : International Geopolitics

In international geopolitics “there is no permanent friend nor permanent enemy”. In this
context, discuss the role of Indian diplomacy in geopolitics.

ALTERNATIVE TOPICS:

1. India’s Evolving Diplomatic Strategy: Navigating the Complexities of Global Alliances and
Rivalries

2. Geopolitical Dynamics and India’s Role: The Shift from Permanent Alliances to Strategic
Partnerships

3. Indian Diplomacy in a Changing World: Managing Permanent National Interests Amid Fluid
Global Relationships

4. India’s Diplomatic Stance in the 21st Century: Balancing National Interests Amid Constant
Global Shifts

INTRODUCTION:

Intro 1: India-China relation can be traced in intro

In 2016, India found itself at a crossroads after the Doklam Standoff with China, a close neighbor with
which it shares a long and often contentious border. Initially, the situation seemed perilous, but
through diplomatic engagement, strategic alliances, and international support, India managed to ease
tensions without escalating into conflict. This is just one of the many instances where Indian diplomacy
has demonstrated its agility in handling geopolitical issues. The quote, "There is no permanent friend
nor permanent enemy," reflects the evolving and often unpredictable nature of international
relationships. This essay explores how Indian diplomacy has navigated the complex landscape of
geopolitics and how it has maintained India’s nationalinterests.

OR

Intro 2: Data and Facts then linking with topic

India has seen its diplomatic influence rise significantly in the past few decades. According to the Lowy
Institute’s Asia Power Index 2020, India ranks as the 4th most powerful country in the Asia-Pacific
region, largely due to its strategic alliances and active participation in multilateral forums. With
shifting global alliances and challenges, India’s diplomatic efforts must remain adaptable. The
principle that there are no permanent allies or enemies in geopolitics rings true when we look at
India’s relations with countries like the US, Russia, China, and Pakistan, which continue to evolve based
on strategic interests. This essay analyzes India’s role in global geopolitics, exploring its ability to
leverage diplomacy in a changing world order.

OR

Intro 3

Indian foreign policy can be traced
“There is no permanent friend nor permanent enemy in international relations, only permanent
interests,” the words of Lord Palmerston, the 19th-century British Foreign Secretary, hold particular
relevance in today’s Indian diplomacy. India’s role in geopolitics has often been a balancing act, as its
relations with neighboring countries and global powers shift according to strategic, economic, and
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security interests. From engaging in the BRICS to strengthening ties with the US, and navigating a
complicated relationship with China, India’s diplomacy reflects the realpolitik of modern geopolitics.
This essay explores the evolving nature of India’s foreign policy and its place in the global power
dynamics.

BODY

Understanding the Framework of Indian Diplomacy

Indian diplomacy is guided by the principles outlined in the Indian Constitution and by the strategic
goals of the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA). India's foreign policy aims to ensure national security,
promote economic development, foster global peace, and build strong alliances. Strategic autonomy
is a cornerstone of India's diplomacy, allowing it to form diverse and sometimes contradictory
alliances without being overly dependent on any one country or bloc. India's foreign policy has seen
significant evolution from the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) in the Cold War era to engagement with
global powers today.

The Evolving Geopolitical Landscape

1. India and the United States - The India-US relationship has undergone a remarkable
transformation from estrangement during the Cold War to a strategic partnership today. The
two countries share common interests, particularly in trade, defense cooperation, and
counterterrorism efforts. India's increasing cooperation with the US has been instrumental in
countering China’s influence in the region, as evidenced by joint initiatives like the Quad
(India, US, Japan, Australia). However, India continues to assert its strategic autonomy, as seen
in its dealings with the Iran nuclear issue and Russian defense relations.

2. India’s Complex Relationship with China - The relationship between India and China has been
a mixture of cooperation and competition. While India and China share economic ties,
including being each other’s largest trade partners, their relationship is complicated by the
unresolved border dispute and China's growing presence in the Indian Ocean. India has
balanced its relations with China through diplomatic talks, such as-the Doklam Standoff and
Wuhan Summit, but India has also taken steps to counter China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
in South Asia and the Indian Ocean.

3. India-Russia Relations - Russia has historically been one of India’s most important strategic
allies, particularly during the Cold War, when the Soviet Union supported India in matters of
defense and security. Today, India maintains a strong defense relationship with Russia, buying
advanced military technology and- engaging in joint defense exercises. However, with the
rising influence of the US, India has increasingly diversified its strategic partnerships,
especially in the field of defense. The S-400 missile deal with Russia, despite the US's
objections, is an example of India's ability to balance its ties with Russia and the US in pursuit
of its national interests.

4. India-Pakistan Relations - The relationship between India and Pakistan is one of the most
complex in global geopolitics, influenced by historical, political, and territorial issues. The
Kashmir conflict remains a central issue, with both nations frequently engaging in diplomatic
and military confrontations. India has consistently advocated for dialogue and confidence-
building measures but has refused to compromise on territorial integrity. Despite the ups and
downs, Indian diplomacy seeks to manage relations with Pakistan while maintaining strategic
alliances with other nations, like the US, that encourage peace in the region.

India’s Diplomacy in the Era of Changing Global Alliances

In the modern geopolitical environment, India’s diplomacy is increasingly shaped by the principle that
national interest outweighs ideological alliances. The US-China trade war, the Russia-Ukraine conflict,
and the rise of China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) have altered global power dynamics, and India
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has had to adopt an adaptable strategy. India’s response to these global events reflects the maxim
that there is no permanent friend nor permanent enemy, only permanent interests.

India's growing ties with Israel, Saudi Arabia, and Iran highlight its ability to maintain relationships
with diverse nations, despite their conflicting interests. India has successfully pursued its energy
security and defense cooperation goals while simultaneously engaging in multilateral diplomatic
initiatives such as the BRICS and Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO). India's growing global
stature has been marked by its involvement in peacekeeping missions and providing humanitarian aid
globally.

India’s Approach to Regional Diplomacy: The South Asian Context

1. The Neighborhood First Policy - India’s Neighborhood First Policy emphasizes strong relations
with South Asian countries. However, tensions with Pakistan continue to shape India’s policy
towards its neighbors. At the same time, India’s engagement with countries like Sri Lanka,
Nepal, and Bangladesh has strengthened, as seen through trade agreements, infrastructure
development, and cultural exchanges. India also plays a crucial role in ensuring regional
security, particularly in the Indian Ocean.

2. India’s Role in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) - The Indian Ocean Region is critical for India’s
geopolitical strategy, especially given the increasing presence of China in the region. India has
strengthened its maritime security and engaged in partnerships with countries like Australia,
Japan, and the US to ensure security and trade stability in the region. The Malabar exercises,
conducted in the Indian Ocean, symbolize India’s growing naval power and its commitment
to maintaining regional stability.

Making new friends -India’s Diplomatic Strategy

1. AReluctance to Fully Align with Global Powers - While India’s strategic autonomy has been a
cornerstone of its foreign policy, some critics argue that India’s reluctance to fully align with
global powers like the US limits its potential for global leadership. Critics suggest that India’s
hesitance to take a strong stance on issues like the Russia-Ukraine conflict or climate change
may undermine its role as a global player.

2. Too Focused on Bilateral Relations - Another critique is that India’s foreign policy is too
focused on bilateral ties, which sometimes'leads to neglecting multilateral diplomacy. India’s
refusal to join trade agreements like RCEP or Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership
has drawn criticism, with some arguing that India is missing opportunities to influence the
global trade order.

New Ideas for Strengthening India’s Diplomacy

1. Leveraging Digital Diplomacy - In the 21st century, India should further embrace digital
diplomacy by using technology and social media to engage with global audiences. Digital
platforms can serve as powerful tools for India to spread its influence, promote its soft power,
and strengthen global ties.

2. Expanding Regional Influence through Economic Cooperation - India can deepen its diplomatic
presence in South Asia by focusing on regional economic integration, promoting initiatives like
trade facilitation, joint infrastructure projects, and people-to-people exchanges. Building a
more cohesive South Asian region will enhance India’s geopolitical influence in Asia and
beyond.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, Indian diplomacy is at a pivotal moment, balancing its long-held principles of strategic
autonomy with the realities of a rapidly changing global geopolitical landscape. India’s ability to
navigate trade wars, alliances, and global challenges without compromising its national interests
demonstrates the resilience and adaptability of its foreign policy. As the world becomes more
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interconnected, India must focus on building multilateral relationships, expanding influence, and
maintaining national sovereignty to emerge as a leading player in global geopolitics.

Futuristic Vision: By continuing to leverage its diplomatic strength and strategic positioning, India can
solidify its role as a key influencer in global geopolitics, steering towards a future where it is not only
a regional power but also a global force for peace, development, and security.
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Essay at Eight

Day 16

Topic 15 : International Geopolitics

India journey from status of developing to developed country is not a distant dream.
However, there exists some challenges to achieve it.

ALTERNATIVE TOPICS:

1. India’s Path from Developing to Developed: Critical Challenges and Opportunities on the
Road Ahead

2. Achieving Developed Nation Status: Key Challenges India Must Overcome to Realise Its
Economic Aspirations

3. From Developing to Developed: Examining the Roadblocks and Pathways for India’s
Economic Transformation

4. India’s Aspirations for Development: Addressing the Key Challenges to Secure a Prosperous
Future

INTRODUCTION:

Intro 1: Two Extremes Method

Imagine India in 2047 —a country with advanced infrastructure, a thriving middle class, cutting-edge
technology, and universal access to healthcare and education. A dream, yes. But juxtapose this with
the reality of poverty, inequality, and infrastructure deficits that persist in large swathes of rural
India. The challenge that lies ahead is to bridge the gap between India’s growth ambitions and its
present socio-economic reality. This essay will explore how India’s path to development can be
realized and the challenges that must be overcome.

OR

Intro 2: Discussion or Debate Approach

“From a developing nation to a developed one—India’s journey towards this dream has been long,
but is it realistic?” On one hand, India boasts the world’s 5th largest economy, a rapidly growing tech
sector, and an emerging global leader. On the other hand, persistent challenges such as poverty, lack
of infrastructure, and social inequality continue to hinder progress. This essay discusses how India
can transform from a developing country to a developed one, highlighting the challenges that must
be overcome and the opportunities that lie ahead.

OR

Intro 3: Data and Facts Approach

India, with a population of over 1.4 billion people, is the world’s fifth-largest economy. However,
despite its rapid GDP growth and economic advancements, it ranks 130th on the Human
Development Index (HDI), with nearly 364 million people still living below the poverty line. While
India’s economic achievements are noteworthy, the path to becoming a developed country remains
challenging due to inequality, infrastructure gaps, and social barriers. This essay will critically
evaluate the challenges that India faces in its journey towards development.
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BODY

India’s Growth Potential and the Promise of Development

India is home to 1.4 billion people, making it one of the largest consumer markets in the world. Over
the last few decades, India has made remarkable strides in economic growth, becoming the world’s
5th largest economy by GDP. Sectors like information technology, services, manufacturing, and
pharmaceuticals have contributed significantly to this growth. Additionally, India’s youthful
population—with over 50% of its population under the age of 25—positions it as a potentially major
global workforce.

The dream of Viksit Bharat (Developed India) lies in harnessing this demographic dividend, coupled
with the digital revolution and foreign direct investment (FDI). India is also embracing clean energy
solutions, with ambitious targets for solar power and sustainability, positioning itself as a leader in
the global climate change debate.

However, despite these potential advantages, India’s journey toward developed nation status faces
substantial challenges that need to be addressed.

Challenges Hindering India’s Path to Development

1. Poverty and Inequality
Despite impressive economic growth, India' continues to struggle with one of the world’s
largest poverty gaps. Over 364 million people live below the poverty line, making it the largest
population of poor people in any country. The wealth gap between the rich and poor is stark,
with the top 10% of the population holding 55% of the country’s wealth. Regional disparities
are also significant—while states like Maharashtra, Gujarat, and Tamil Nadu have prospered,
states like Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, and Madhya Pradesh still face persistent challenges related
to poverty, unemployment, and underdevelopment.

India’s rural-urban divide is particularly alarming. Rural areas continue to face high levels of
illiteracy, lack of healthcare access, and poor infrastructure. If India is to become a developed
nation, addressing poverty and inequality must be a key focus.

2. Education and Skill Gap

While India has'made progress in primary education, the quality and access to secondary and
higher education remain limited. According to UNESCO, more than 30% of rural children are
still out of school. Additionally, the country faces a severe skill gap, with many young Indians
lacking the skills needed to meet the demands of a rapidly evolving job market.
India’s education system needs to focus not only on increasing enrollment rates but also on
improving quality and aligning education with industry needs. Vocational training and skill
development programs should be expanded to ensure that India’s young workforce is
adequately prepared for global challenges.

3. Healthcare System and Access - India’s healthcare system is under significant strain. Despite
substantial progress in public health, including the successful implementation of initiatives
like the Swachh Bharat Mission and Jan Dhan Yojana, the healthcare system still faces
significant gaps in rural areas. India has limited access to specialized healthcare services,
understaffed government hospitals, and inconsistent healthcare infrastructure. The COVID-
19 pandemic exposed the vulnerability of the healthcare system, highlighting the lack of
preparedness in terms of medical supplies, facilities, and skilled healthcare professionals.

4. Infrastructure and Urbanization - India’s urban centers are growing at an unprecedented
rate, but infrastructure is struggling to keep up. Bengaluru, Delhi, and Mumbai are among the
most populous cities globally, facing overcrowding, pollution, lack of affordable housing, and
traffic congestion. Meanwhile, India’s rural areas suffer from poor access to basic
infrastructure like roads, electricity, water supply, and sanitation. India must make
significant investments in transportation, smart cities, and rural infrastructure to provide a
foundation for inclusive growth.
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Environmental Sustainability and Climate Change - India’s rapid industrialization and
urbanization have led to severe environmental degradation. India ranks among the most
polluted countries in the world, with several major cities like Delhi, Mumbai, and Kolkata
facing air pollution levels that far exceed global standards. The agriculture sector, which
supports more than 50% of India’s population, also contributes significantly to environmental
challenges, particularly with water scarcity and soil degradation. India’s commitment to
environmental sustainability must go hand-in-hand with its economic development,
ensuring that growth is not achieved at the cost of natural resources.

Counterviews on the Path to Development

1.

Focus on Economic Growth Alone - Some critics argue that the primary focus should be on
economic growth—that GDP growth will eventually trickle down to address issues like
poverty and inequality. By continuing to focus on trade liberalization, foreign investment,
and technological innovation, the argument goes, India can eventually overcome socio-
economic disparities and become a developed nation.

Urbanization as a Necessary Step - Another view is that urbanization is an essential part of
India’s development. As more people move to cities, the argument goes, urban centers will
become hubs of innovation, employment, and economic activity. By investing in smart cities,
public transportation; and urban infrastructure, India can develop economically while
addressing the concerns of rural areas gradually.

New lIdeas for Achieving Development

1.

Inclusive Green Growth - India can achieve sustainable development by embracing green
technologies, renewable energy, and sustainable farming practices. The government should
focus on clean energy investments such as solar power, wind energy, and electric vehicles,
which can both boost economic growth and help the country achieve its climate goals.
Strengthening Public-Private Partnerships - To accelerate development, India should
encourage public-private partnerships (PPPs), especially in sectors like healthcare,
education, and infrastructure. This would bring in private sector efficiency and innovation
while ensuring that the public interest is protected.

Decentralized Development Models - India should adopt a more decentralized model for
development, where states and local governments have the autonomy to address their
unique challenges. The regional development models should focus on both urban and rural
growth, ensuring that no area is left behind.

Shaping India’s Future: A Roadmap to a Developed Nation

1. Investment in Human Capital - To ensure that India’s youth becomes the backbone of its
future growth, it is imperative to focus on quality education, vocational training, and skills
development. By building human capital, India can tap into its demographic dividend and
become a leader in global industries.

2. Strategic Infrastructure Development - Investing in smart cities, rural infrastructure, and
sustainable urbanization will ensure that both urban and rural India thrive. A balanced
approach to infrastructure development will help reduce regional disparities and create
inclusive growth.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, India’s dream of becoming a developed nation by 2047 is achievable, but it requires a
concerted effort to address its key challenges. While the country has made remarkable progress,
significant efforts are needed to overcome poverty, inequality, infrastructure deficits, and
environmental concerns. A balanced approach, focusing on inclusive growth, sustainability, and
human capital development, will pave the way for India’s transformation into a developed nation.
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With strategic planning and policy reforms, India can realize the vision of Viksit Bharat and emerge
as a global leader.

Futuristic Vision: In 2047, India will be recognized as a global superpower, where inclusive
development, sustainable growth, and social equity are the foundation of its prosperity. This vision
of a developed India will not only shape the future of the nation but also contribute to global peace,
innovation, and progress.
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Essay at Eight

Day 17
Topic 16 : Western Ghats

Western Ghats Conservation has Ecological and Economic Importance. Discuss the Need for
Conservation of Western Ghats. Critically Analyze the Reason for GoK to Oppose ESZ
Notifications.

ALTERNATIVE TOPICS:

1. Conserving the Western Ghats: A Critical Evaluation of its Ecological and Economic
Significance for Karnataka

2. The Need for Western Ghats Conservation: Challenges and Policy Implications for
Karnataka’s Growth

3. Protecting the Western Ghats: Environmental Significance and Karnataka’s Stance on ESZ
Notifications

4. Western Ghats Conservation: Karnataka’s Approach to Balancing Ecology and Economic
Development

INTRODUCTION:

Intro 1: Successful Person or Institution Approach
In 1999, Dr. Madhav Gadgil, an ecologist, and his team at the Madhav Gadgil Committee raised the
alarm on the environmental significance of the Western Ghats, describing it as a biodiversity hotspot
and calling for its protection. Despite the committee’s recommendations, the implementation of
conservation strategies has been a matter of intense debate, especially with the government’s move
to declare parts of the Western Ghats as Ecologically Sensitive Zones (ESZ). Today, the Western Ghats
continue to face immense pressure from urbanization, deforestation, and illegal mining. This essay
explores the importance of conserving the Western Ghats and the reasons behind the Government
of Karnataka’s (GoK) opposition to the ESZ notifications.

OR

Intro 2: Data and Facts Approach

The Western Ghats stretch across six states in India, covering more than 1,600 km and home to over
7,000 species of flowering plants, 139 mammal species, and 508 bird species. Declared as a UNESCO
World Heritage Site, the Western Ghats are crucial for maintaining India’s ecological balance.
However, despite their ecological and economic significance, conservation efforts have been met
with resistance, especially from states like Karnataka. The state’s opposition to the Ecologically
Sensitive Zone (ESZ) notifications is a case in point, where economic interests clash with
environmental protection. This essay critically examines why conservation of the Western Ghats is
essential and why GoK opposes ESZ notifications.

OR

Intro 3: Definition and Extrapolation Approach

The Western Ghats, often referred to as the “spine of India”, are one of the most bio-diverse regions
in the world. Spanning 6 states, it plays an essential role in climate regulation, water conservation,
and biodiversity preservation. While these ecosystems are incredibly valuable to India’s
environmental health, the state of Karnataka, home to a significant portion of the Western Ghats, has
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opposed proposals to declare Ecologically Sensitive Zones (ESZ). This opposition stems from concerns
about its economic repercussions. This essay delves into the ecological importance of the Western
Ghats, Karnataka’s stance on ESZ notifications, and the delicate balance between environmental
conservation and economic interests.

BODY

Understanding the Ecological Significance of the Western Ghats

The Western Ghats are a mountain range that runs parallel to the western coast of India. They cover
an area of around 1,600 km and span 6 states: Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, and
Tamil Nadu. The Ghats are home to a remarkable array of flora and fauna, including species that are
found nowhere else on Earth. More than 7,000 plant species, 1,800 species of birds, and over 500
species of animals thrive here, making it one of the most ecologically diverse regions in the world.
In addition to its rich biodiversity, the Western Ghats play a crucial role in India’s climate regulation.
They act as a monsoon shield, with the rainfall they receive directly impacting the agriculture and
water resources of surrounding regions. The forests of the Western Ghats help in carbon
sequestration, mitigate soil erosion, and preserve vital watersheds that sustain rivers like the Kaveri,
Krishna, and Godavari.

The Western Ghats also have economic importance as they are rich in minerals, forest resources, and
provide water for irrigation. Their conservation, therefore, holds ecological, economic, and cultural
significance.

The Need for Conservation of the Western Ghats

1. Biodiversity Preservation
The Western Ghats are often referred to as the “ecological backbone” of India due to their
biodiversity. They are home to numerous species, some of which are critically endangered.
For example, the Lion-tailed Macaque, the Nilgiri Tahr, and the Western Ghats Frog are all
unique to this region. The deforestation and habitat loss caused by illegal mining,
construction, and commercial agriculture have pushed many -species to the brink of
extinction. Conservation is essential to protect not only these species but also the complex
ecosystems that support them.

2. Water Security
The Western Ghats are the source of major rivers that provide water to millions of people.
The Kaveri, Krishna, and Godavari rivers originate here, and their catchments sustain the
livelihoods of farmers, industries, and urban populations. The forest cover in the Western
Ghats helps in water retention and regulation of these river systems. Deforestation or
degradation of the forest cover directly threatens India’s water security, especially in the
regions dependent on these rivers for agriculture and drinking water.

3. Climate Change Mitigation
The Western Ghats are an important component of India’s climate regulation system. The
forests of the Ghats play a key role in mitigating climate change by acting as significant carbon
sinks. Without proper conservation, this carbon storage capacity will be lost, exacerbating
India’s carbon emissions and climate vulnerability. Protecting the Western Ghats is,
therefore, critical to the country's fight against climate change.

GoK’s Opposition to ESZ Notifications: A Critical View
1. Economic Concerns
The Karnataka government’s opposition to the Ecologically Sensitive Zones (ESZ)
notifications stems primarily from concerns about the economic impact on the state’s
industries. The Western Ghats region is rich in mineral resources, including bauxite,
limestone, and granite. There are also tourism ventures and hydroelectric projects in the
region. The imposition of ESZs could potentially restrict mining operations, industrial
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expansion, and development projects. The government argues that the conservation efforts
could stifle economic growth in the region, particularly in sectors that provide employment
and revenue.

Political and Administrative Concerns

The notification of ESZs also raises administrative issues, as it requires local authorities to
impose restrictions on land use, construction, and development. Karnataka’s government
argues that the imposition of these restrictions could lead to local disputes and create
burdens for the local population that depends on these lands for livelihoods. The state
government views the implementation of ESZs as an overreach by the Centre into state
governance, potentially compromising local development strategies.

Alternative Conservation Models

The Karnataka government suggests that conservation of the Western Ghats should be
pursued through a more decentralized approach, where local communities are involved in
sustainable resource management. The idea is to empower local populations and give them
the responsibility of conserving their environment while also benefiting economically. This
would allow for a balance between environmental protection and economic growth.

The Conservation of the Western Ghats is Imperative for India-

1.

Long-Term Ecological and Economic Benefits

While immediate economic concerns are understandable, the long-term benefits of
protecting the Western Ghats far outweigh short-term economic gains from mining or
industrial activities. A well-preserved Western Ghats will continue to provide clean water,
biodiversity, and climate resilience for future generations. Moreover, eco-tourism and
sustainable agriculture can become alternative economic models, which could thrive while
maintaining the region’s ecological integrity.

International Responsibilities and Global Significance

The Western Ghats have global significance as a UNESCO World Heritage site, and their
conservation is essential for global biodiversity. India, as one-of the largest emerging
economies, has a responsibility to set a global example in terms of sustainable development.
Failing to protect such an important ecological asset could undermine India’s international
reputation as a leader in environmental stewardship.

New Ideas for a Balanced Approach to Conservation

1.

Leveraging Technology for Sustainable Conservation

India can use technology such as remote sensing, GIS mapping, and Al-based monitoring
systems to track environmental changes in the Western Ghats. This would provide more data-
driven insights for decision-making, making the conservation process more efficient and less
reliant on bureaucratic delays.

Promoting Sustainable Development Practices

Sustainable tourism, agroforestry, and green energy projects could be promoted as
alternatives to traditional industries. By providing incentives for eco-friendly industries and
supporting local conservation efforts, Karnataka can strike a balance between economic
development and environmental protection.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the Western Ghats are of paramount ecological and economic importance, and their
conservation is necessary for India’s future sustainability. While the GoK’s opposition to the ESZ
notifications reflects valid concerns about economic development and local livelihoods, it is crucial
to understand that preserving this biodiversity hotspot will provide long-term ecological and
economic benefits. A more collaborative approach, integrating technology, community-based
conservation, and sustainable economic models, is necessary to ensure that both the environment
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and economy thrive in the Western Ghats. India must recognize its responsibility as a global leader in
environmental conservation, ensuring the preservation of the Western Ghats for future generations.
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Essay at Eight

Day 18
Topic 17 : Western Ghats

Urbanization in Bengaluru Needs an Urgent Reassessment. What Can Be Steps to Be Taken
for Equitable and Sustainable Growth of Bengaluru?.

ALTERNATIVE TOPICS:

1. PLI Scheme and Make in India: Transforming India’s Manufacturing Sector for Global
Competitiveness

2. Reviving India’s Manufacturing Sector: The Potential of PLI and Make in India Programs

3. Make in India and PLI Scheme: Catalysts for India’s Manufacturing Revolution and Economic
Growth

4. Evaluating the Impact of PLI and Make in India: A . Comprehensive Analysis of India’s
Manufacturing Sector Evolution

INTRODUCTION:

Intro 1: Two Extremes Method

Imagine a city that is simultaneously the silicon valley of India and one of its most chaotic urban
centres. On one hand, Bengaluru is the backbone of India’s information technology (IT) sector,
generating billions in revenue and providing millions of jobs. On the other hand, the city suffers from
overcrowding, traffic jams, and water shortages. The extreme contrast between Bengaluru's economic
prowess and its urban challenges demands a critical reassessment of its urban development strategy.
This essay will explore the necessity of this reassessment and how equitable and sustainable growth
can be achieved.

OR

Intro2: Success of Bengaluru

In the early 1990s, Bengaluru was still a quiet city, known for/its beautiful parks, temperate climate,
and a booming IT sector. Fast forward to today, and Bengaluru has transformed into a global tech hub,
with over 50,000 startups and thousands of professionals from around the world. However, this rapid
urbanization has come at a cost. Traffic congestion, air pollution, water scarcity, and urban sprawl
now define Bengaluru’s landscape. This essay will explore how Bengaluru’s urbanization has evolved,
why it needs urgent reassessment, and what steps can be taken to ensure equitable and sustainable
growth in the future.

OR

Intro Option 3: Definition and Extrapolation Approach

Urbanization refers to the process by which rural areas become urban centres, typically involving
population growth, industrial development, and increased infrastructure development. Bengaluru,
often referred to as the IT capital of India, has experienced unprecedented urbanization over the last
few decades. However, this rapid growth has led to a range of challenges including housing shortages,
poor transportation networks, and environmental degradation. As the city faces these issues, it is
crucial to redefine its urban growth model to ensure equitable development and environmental
sustainability. This essay will explore the need for an urgent reassessment of Bengaluru’s urbanization
and propose steps for its future growth.
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BODY

Understanding the Growth of Bengaluru and Its Challenges

Bengaluru, once a sleepy town known for its mild climate and Pine trees, began its transformation in
the 1980s with the arrival of global IT giants. Today, it hosts some of the world’s largest tech firms,
such as Infosys, Wipro, and TCS, and has become a booming global hub for technology and innovation.
This rapid urban growth has turned the city into a magnet for professionals, leading to an influx of
over 100,000 migrants every year.

However, this economic success has brought about several urban challenges. Traffic congestion is the
most visible problem, with the city ranking among the most congested cities globally. The lack of
proper public transport systems, coupled with poorly maintained roads, makes commuting in
Bengaluru an exhausting task for its residents. At the same time, environmental sustainability is
compromised, with pollution, deforestation, and water scarcity being key issues.

Bengaluru’s uncontrolled urban sprawl has led to the encroachment of green spaces and agricultural
land. The rapid conversion of agricultural land into residential and commercial spaces has resulted in
the destruction of natural habitats, leading to biodiversity loss. Water management remains another
critical issue, with the city relying on depleting groundwater resources while the Kaveri River, its
primary source, is facing increasing demands.

Reassessing Urbanization: The Need for Sustainable and Equitable Growth

1. Addressing Infrastructure Deficiencies —
One of Bengaluru’s biggest challenges is its inadequate infrastructure, especially in the areas
of transportation and water management. The Bangalore Metro, though a step in the right
direction, remains limited in its reach, and public transport options remain underdeveloped.
Bengaluru must rapidly expand its metro network, introduce electric buses, and implement
bike-sharing programs to reduce reliance on cars. This will not only reduce traffic congestion
but also help in lowering carbon emissions.
Additionally, urban planning needs to be aligned with sustainable principles. Bengaluru’s
urbanization should focus on integrating green spaces, creating smart urban areas, and
ensuring that infrastructure development follows eco-friendly practices, such as rainwater
harvesting and the use of green building technologies.

2. Affordable Housing and Livelihoods for All'—
As Bengaluru continues to grow, the issue of housing affordability becomes more critical. The
influx of migrants has led to a shortage of affordable housing, resulting in the rise of slums
and informal settlements on the outskirts of the city. Government policies must encourage
the development of affordable housing projects through public-private partnerships (PPP).
Slum redevelopment programs, coupled with the provision of basic amenities, will improve
the living conditions of marginalized populations.
Bengaluru’s economic growth has also resulted in widening inequality, with certain sectors
and regions of the city flourishing while others remain neglected. Skill development programs
should be implemented to provide training and employment to the underprivileged, allowing
them to participate in the growing service and technology sectors.

3. Environmental Sustainability and Green Initiatives —
Bengaluru’s green spaces and natural resources are under immense pressure from rapid
urbanization. To ensure long-term sustainability, the city must invest in preserving its green
cover and water bodies. Creating protected green zones within the city can help maintain
ecosystem services and reduce the urban heat island effect. Additionally, afforestation
programs and sustainable land use planning must be incorporated into the city's growth
strategies.
A focus on water conservation is also essential. Bengaluru must adopt integrated water
management systems that emphasize water recycling, rainwater harvesting, and efficient use
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of resources. Protecting and rejuvenating the Kaveri River should be prioritized, as it is the
city’s primary water source.

4. Community Involvement in Urban Planning - One of the critical factors for equitable growth is
community involvement in urban planning processes. Bengaluru’s residents, especially from
marginalized communities, must have a voice in the decision-making that affects their lives.
Public consultations and participatory urban planning can ensure that development benefits
all sections of society. Moreover, the city can benefit from fostering collaboration between
local authorities, urban planners, and citizens to create community-driven solutions.

Counterviews on Bengaluru’s Urbanization and Development

1. Economic Growth Requires Unchecked Urbanization - Critics of the sustainable urbanization
model argue that rapid urban growth is essential for Bengaluru’s economic progress. As the
city is the IT capital of India, many believe that restricting urban development could hinder
economic growth and job creation. They argue that the housing boom and commercial
development are vital to support the IT sector and other growing industries.

2. Balancing Development with Growth - Some critics argue that environmental concerns should
not overshadow the urgent need for urban expansion. They believe that Bengaluru’s growth
must continue to meet the demands of a-booming tech industry and migrants, and that
environmental sustainability can be pursued later once economic foundations are solidified.

Steps for Equitable and Sustainable Growth in Bengaluru

1. Decentralized Development and Regional Equity - The growth of Bengaluru’s satellite towns
like Tumkur, Hosur, and Devanahalli must be encouraged. By promoting decentralized
development, Bengaluru can reduce pressure on its urban infrastructure and create
opportunities for economic development in its surrounding areas. This approach ensures that
growth is distributed more equitably and prevents overburdening the city’s limited resources.

2. Public-Private Partnerships for Green Infrastructure - The government should create more
public-private partnerships (PPPs) to fund sustainable infrastructure projects, focusing on eco-
friendly buildings, green roads, and renewable energy solutions. These partnerships can
leverage the resources and innovations of the private sector while ensuring that projects are
aligned with the city's sustainable development goals (SDGs).

3. Focuson Inclusive Urban Planning - Bengaluru needs to shift from developer-driven to people-
centered urban planning. This means prioritizing affordable housing, sustainable transport,
and green spaces to create a city that works for all its residents, regardless of socio-economic
status. Urban planning should ensure that the underprivileged are not left behind as the city
continues to develop.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, Bengaluru stands at a critical juncture in its journey towards becoming a sustainable
and equitable city. While its economic growth as the IT capital of India has brought prosperity, it has
also created significant challenges related to urbanization, environmental sustainability, and social
inequality. By adopting integrated urban planning, community-driven solutions, and green
development policies, Bengaluru can chart a new course that balances economic growth with
environmental and social sustainability. The city’s future depends on its ability to reimagine its growth
model, ensuring that all citizens, whether in the high-tech corridors of Whitefield or the rural outskirts
of North Bengaluru, have access to a better quality of life.

Futuristic Vision: By 2047, Bengaluru will emerge as a global model for smart, sustainable cities, where
economic opportunity and environmental responsibility go hand in hand, offering a high standard of
living for all its residents, while contributing to India’s vision of a Viksit Bharat (Developed India).
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Essay at Eight

Day 19
Topic 18 : PLI Scheme

Do You Think the Recent PLI Scheme and Make in India Program Can Revolutionize India’s
Manufacturing Sector?.

ALTERNATIVE TOPICS:

1. PLI Scheme and Make in India: Transforming India’s Manufacturing Sector for Global
Competitiveness

2. Reviving India’s Manufacturing Sector: The Potential of PLI and Make in India Programs

3. Make in India and PLI Scheme: Catalysts for India’s Manufacturing Revolution and Economic
Growth

4. Evaluating the Impact of PLI and Make in India: A . Comprehensive Analysis of India’s
Manufacturing Sector Evolution

INTRODUCTION:

Intro 1: Two Extremes Method

On one hand, India hasthe world’s largest population of young workers, with an expanding domestic
market, and an untapped potential to become a manufacturing hub. On the other, India’s
manufacturing sector has been held back by high logistics costs, low productivity, and global
competition. With the government’s PLI Scheme (Production Linked Incentive) and the Make in India
Program, India is at a crossroads—on the path to becoming a global manufacturing leader or struggling
to overcome structural challenges. This essay will analyze whether these initiatives can transform
India’s manufacturing sector and what steps need to be taken to ensure their success.

OR

Intro 2: Data and Facts Approach

The PLI Scheme was launched in 2020 with a budget of X1.97lakh crore to boost the manufacturing
sector and increase India’s global competitiveness. The Make in India Program, launched in 2014,
aimed to make India a global manufacturing hub and increase the share of manufacturing in GDP to
25%. However, India’s manufacturing contribution remains stagnant at around 16% of GDP, lagging
behind countries like China and Vietnam. This essay critically evaluates whether the PLI Scheme and
Make in India can reverse this trend and revolutionize India’s manufacturing sector.

OR

Intro 3: Definition and Extrapolation Approach

The Manufacturing Sector plays a critical role in a country’s economic development. It not only
generates employment but also drives technological innovation and economic diversification. The
Indian government’s Make in India Program aims to position India as a key player in the global
manufacturing value chain. At the same time, the PLI Scheme focuses on attracting investments and
boosting production in sectors like electronics, automobiles, and pharmaceuticals. The question
arises: can these initiatives effectively transform India’s manufacturing sector, or will they face the
same challenges that have plagued India’s industrial ambitions for decades?
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BODY

Understanding the Make in India Program and PLI Scheme

1.

Make in India Program

Launched in 2014, the Make in India Program aimed to position India as a global
manufacturing hub and increase the share of the manufacturing sector in the country’s GDP
to 25% by 2025. It focused on creating a favorable environment for manufacturing by
improving the ease of doing business, encouraging foreign direct investment (FDI), and
promoting domestic entrepreneurship. The program has targeted key sectors such as
automobiles, electronics, defense, and renewable energy.

PLI Scheme

The PLI Scheme was introduced in 2020 to boost manufacturing in critical sectors such as
electronics, pharmaceuticals, and automobiles. The scheme offers financial incentives to
companies based on their incremental production in order to encourage local manufacturing
and reduce dependency on imports. The scheme also aims to help India achieve its goal of
becoming a self-reliant economy under the banner of Atmanirbhar Bharat.

Can These Programs Revolutionize India’s Manufacturing Sector?

1.

Boosting Domestic Manufacturing

India’s manufacturing sector has long faced challenges such as high logistics costs, low
productivity, and a lack of skilled labor. The PLI Scheme offers incentives for companies to
increase production and invest in technology. The electronics manufacturing sector, in
particular, has seen positive impacts, with companies like Foxconn, Samsung, and Wistron
expanding operations in India. Similarly, the automobile and pharmaceutical sectors are
benefiting from these initiatives, with production expanding and local job creation on the rise.
Enhancing Competitiveness in Global Markets

India’s manufacturing sector is currently unable to compete with the low-cost manufacturing
giants like China. The PLI Scheme aims to create world-class manufacturing in India by
encouraging companies to improve their efficiency, reduce production costs, and increase
export capabilities. The scheme is also focused on increasing India’s share in the global supply
chain, particularly in areas like electronics and pharmaceuticals, where India already has a
competitive edge. By incentivizing innovation and ‘adoption of advanced technologies, the PLI
scheme can help India compete globally and attract more FDI.

Creating Employment and Skill Development

India’s manufacturing sector has the potential to create millions of jobs, particularly for the
youth and in rural areas. The Make in India Program has already seen improvements in the
electronics and automobile industries, which are labor-intensive and require large
workforces. Additionally, the PLI Scheme encourages companies to set up production units in
rural and semi-urban areas, providing employment opportunities in underdeveloped regions.
These programs also include provisions for skill development, which is crucial to meet the
growing demand for skilled workers in the sector.

Challenges Facing the Make in India Program and PLI Scheme

1.

2.

Infrastructure Deficits

India’s poor infrastructure remains one of the key obstacles to the success of the Make in
India Program and PLI Scheme. Despite improvements in ease of doing business, India’s
logistics infrastructure, including ports, roads, and warehousing, remains underdeveloped.
High logistics costs continue to make Indian goods less competitive compared to China and
Vietnam. Significant investments in infrastructure are necessary to ensure that the
manufacturing sector remains competitive.

Global Trade Wars and Protectionism
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Global trade tensions and tariff wars, particularly between the US and China, could undermine
India’s manufacturing competitiveness. As countries impose trade barriers to protect their
domestic industries, the costs of production may rise, affecting India’s ability to remain
competitive in international markets. Moreover, India’s dependency on global supply chains
for raw materials and components could leave it vulnerable to disruptions caused by trade
wars or political instability.

Skill Development and Labor Market Challenges

While India’s demographic dividend provides an opportunity for job creation, the skill gap
remains a significant challenge. The Make in India Program and PLI Scheme require a highly
skilled workforce to operate advanced manufacturing technologies, but India lacks a strong
vocational training system to meet these demands. Up-skilling programs are essential to
ensure that the labor force can meet the evolving needs of the manufacturing sector.
Regulatory and Policy Hurdles

Despite improvements, India’s complex regulatory framework and policy inconsistencies
continue to hinder business growth. The PLI Scheme and Make in India initiatives require
consistent policy support and reduced bureaucratic hurdles. Without simplifying land
acquisition procedures, tax incentives, and export regulations, India will face challenges in
making the manufacturing sector a true global competitor.

New Ideas for Strengthening India’s Manufacturing Sector

1. Leveraging Technology and Innovation
To compete in the global market, India must integrate cutting-edge technologies such as Al,
robotics, and automation into its manufacturing processes. Encouraging Industry 4.0 adoption
can improve efficiency, reduce costs, and enable India to become a leader in high-tech
manufacturing. These technological advancements can also help bridge the skill gap by
automating low-skilled tasks, creating opportunities for skilled labor in more advanced
sectors.

2. Improving Infrastructure with Smart Cities
The government should focus on building smart cities and industrial corridors that are
equipped with state-of-the-art infrastructure to support manufacturing. By integrating smart
technologies in transportation, - logistics, ‘and “utilities, India- can create a conducive
environment for the growth of manufacturing industries.

3. Promotion of R&D and Innovation
Incentivizing research and development (R&D) in manufacturing sectors through tax breaks,
subsidies, and grants will help foster innovation. India needs to encourage collaboration
between industry and academic institutions to improve product development and
technological advancements in manufacturing.

4. Building Stronger Global Partnerships
Strengthening global trade relations and bilateral trade agreements will help India gain access
to new markets and secure its place in global supply chains. India must expand its role in
multilateral trade organizations, trade partnerships, and strategic alliances to ensure its
products face fewer trade barriers and duty hikes.

Conclusion

Both the PLI Scheme and Make in India have the potential to transform India’s manufacturing sector
into a global powerhouse. However, this transformation depends on overcoming several challenges,
including infrastructure deficits, skilled labor shortages, and the complexities of global trade wars. By
leveraging technology, improving infrastructure, and fostering global partnerships, India can create a
resilient manufacturing sector that not only contributes to economic growth but also provides jobs,
innovation, and social upliftment. With strategic planning and sustained effort, India can achieve its
vision of becoming a global manufacturing leader.
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Futuristic Vision: By 2047, India’s manufacturing sector will be at the forefront of technological
innovation and global trade, driving the country toward its goal of becoming a developed nation, while
creating sustainable, equitable growth for all its citizens.
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Essay at Eight

Day 20

Topic 19 : Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita

Transforming India's Criminal Justice System: From a Colonial Framework to the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita.

ALTERNATIVE TOPICS:

1. Reforming India’s Criminal Justice System: Challenges and Prospects in Moving Beyond
Colonial Laws

2. The Need for a New Criminal Justice System in India: From Colonial Inheritance to Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita

3. India’s Journey Towards a Progressive Criminal Justice System: The Path from British Laws
to Indian Reforms

4. Colonial Legacy and its Impact on India’s Criminal Justice System: A Critical Analysis of
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita

INTRODUCTION:

Intro 1: Two Extremes Method

On one hand, India’s criminal justice system continues to operate under colonial-era laws that are
outdated and often fail to provide justice and accountability for modern societal issues. On the other
hand, India is striving to create a homegrown framework that aligns with its values, culture, and
constitution—the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita. This transformation is not just about adopting a new legal
code but about redefining the very principles of justice and fairness in a democratic India. This essay
explores the need to move from a colonial framework to a Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, the proposed
Indian Criminal Code, and critically examines its potential for transforming India’s criminal justice
system.

OR

Intro 2: Data and Facts Approach

India’s criminal justice system remains heavily influenced by the Indian Penal Code (IPC), which was
formulated in 1860 under British colonial rule. Though the IPC has undergone multiple amendments,
much of the framework continues to be irrelevant to modern India, where issues like cybercrimes,
gender-based violence, and terrorism require a more nuanced and culturally sensitive approach. The
proposal of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) aims to address these issues, promising a more
comprehensive, inclusive, and reformed criminal justice system. This essay critically analyzes the
flaws in India’s current legal framework and examines the need for BNS in transforming India’s
criminal justice system.

OR

Intro 3: Quote-Based Approach

“Justice delayed is justice denied,” said William E. Gladstone, and this statement echoes the reality
of India’s criminal justice system today. Despite efforts at reform, justice in India is still delayed, with
cases lingering in courts for decades, victims denied timely justice, and criminal law often seen as
insufficient to meet the demands of an increasingly complex society. The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
proposes to overhaul this system, providing a modern, efficient, and democratic framework for
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delivering justice in India. This essay explores how the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita can address the flaws
of the colonial-era laws and bring about a transformational change in India’s criminal justice system.

BODY

The Colonial Framework of India's Criminal Justice System

The foundation of India’s current criminal justice system lies in the Indian Penal Code (IPC), drafted
in 1860 by Lord Macaulay during British rule. The IPC was designed to serve the interests of the
colonial rulers, ensuring control over the masses while maintaining law and order within the British
Empire. Though India gained independence in 1947, the criminal justice system continued to rely on
laws that were imported and often ill-suited for a free and independent nation.

The IPC, despite some amendments, has long been criticized for its colonial roots that often fail to
reflect the ethos and values of a modern democratic society. Several provisions, such as those related
to sedition and unlawful assemblies, have been used to curb freedom of expression and target
political dissidents. The archaic laws of the IPC do not effectively address contemporary societal
issues like gender-based violence, cybercrimes, and terrorism, which have become prevalent in India
today.

The Need for the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)

1. Addressing Modern-Day Challenges
India’s criminal justice system has struggled to keep pace with rapid societal changes. Issues
such as cybercrime, domestic violence, and terrorism require specialized legal provisions
that the current colonial-era laws fail to address effectively. The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS), proposed as a modern Indian Criminal Code, aims to update the criminal law
framework by including provisions for new-age crimes while ensuring that traditional crimes
are punished in a manner aligned with Indian societal values.

2. Filling the Gaps in Gender Justice
One of the major areas where India’s criminal justice system needs reform is in addressing
gender-based violence. Although there have been amendments to laws like the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) and the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act of 2013 post the Nirbhaya incident, the
issue remains widespread. The BNS aims to strengthen provisions related to rape, sexual
harassment, and domestic violence, offering more holistic protection to victims, with a focus
on speedy trials and better victim support systems.

3. Enhancing Speed and Efficiency
A major critique of India’s current system is the lengthy legal process, with cases often taking
decades to be resolved. According to the National Judicial Data Grid, there are over 3 crore
pending cases in Indian courts. The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita proposes a streamlined, time-
bound system that focuses on quick trials, less cumbersome procedures, and the use of
technology to expedite cases and reduce the judicial backlog.

4. Incorporating a Holistic Approach to Criminal Justice
The BNS introduces provisions for rehabilitation and reformation of criminals, focusing not
just on punishment but also on correcting behavior. This approach is aligned with India’s
commitment to human rights and fair trials, emphasizing the importance of restorative
justice over retributive justice. Additionally, it will create a more inclusive justice system by
incorporating diverse Indian cultural practices and community-based initiatives into the
judicial process.

Challenges in Implementing the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
1. Resistance to Change
The transition from a colonial-era system to a modern, reformed criminal code faces
significant resistance from various stakeholders, including law enforcement agencies,
politicians, and the judiciary. Many fear that the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita could undermine
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existing power structures and institutional practices, making implementation a complex
task. Moreover, the BNS may face resistance from political interests that benefit from current
laws and their application in specific situations.

Lack of Infrastructure and Resources

A fundamental challenge to the BNS’s successful implementation is the lack of resources
within India’s judicial system. The country is already grappling with insufficient
infrastructure, understaffed courts, and limited access to legal aid. For the BNS to work
effectively, there will need to be significant investments in judicial infrastructure, training for
judges and law enforcement, and public awareness campaigns about the new system.
Cultural Sensitivities and Regional Disparities

India is a diverse country, and the application of a unified criminal code may not be universally
accepted across regions. Cultural differences and regional disparities in India’s legal and
judicial practices could create friction in the implementation of the BNS. India’s legal system
will need to accommodate regional needs and customs while adhering to national uniformity.

The Path Forward: Implementing the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita

1.

Gradual Implementation and Pilot Projects

The implementation of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita should be gradual, starting with pilot
projects in select states or regions. This would allow the system to be tested in real-world
scenarios, ironing out challenges before the nationwide rollout. Additionally, states should
be encouraged to integrate local customs and ethics into the system while aligning with the
central framework provided by the BNS.

Building Public and Institutional Support

A public awareness campaign is crucial for the success of the BNS. The public must be
educated about the new provisions, rights, and processes introduced by the BNS to ensure
effective participation. Law enforcement agencies, judges, and legal professionals must
undergo training programs to familiarize themselves with the new code, ensuring its smooth
application across the country.

Strengthening Legal and Judicial Reforms

A key component of the BNS is the modernization of the judicial system. The government
must focus on creating a streamlined process, reducing court delays, improving legal aid for
marginalized communities, and leveraging technology to expedite legal proceedings.
Additionally, the BNS should work alongside efforts to reform police practices, focusing on
accountability and human rights within law enforcement.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the transition from India’s colonial criminal justice framework to the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita is not just a legal reform, but a significant step towards creating a just, equitable, and modern
criminal justice system. While the BNS promises to address contemporary challenges like gender-
based violence, cybercrime, and judicial delays, its successful implementation will require
overcoming political, institutional, and cultural challenges. By focusing on training, awareness, and
gradual implementation, India can transform its criminal justice system into a model for fairness,
justice, and human rights, paving the way for a more inclusive and progressive society.

Futuristic Vision: By 2047, India’s criminal justice system will not only serve the needs of its people
but will be an example for the world, where justice is accessible, timely, and inclusive, strengthening
the rule of law and democratic ideals.
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Essay at Eight

Day 21

Topic 20 : Climate Justice

Climate Justice is a Buzzword in Recent Times. What Is India’s Leading Role in Climate
Justice?

ALTERNATIVE TOPICS:
1. India’s Role in Global Climate Justice: Challenges and Opportunities for Sustainable
Development
2. Climate Justice and India’s Path Forward: Leading by Example in Global Environmental
Policies
3. The Importance of Climate Justice in India’s Development Agenda: Key Actions and Global
Leadership
4. India’s Contributions to Climate Justice: How India Can Lead the Global Fight Against
Climate Change

INDIA’S CLIMATE JUSTICE FRAMEWORK
India, as a member of the Global South, faces unique challenges when it comes to climate justice. On
one hand, it is a rapidly-growing economy with a large population of over 1.4 billion people, many of
whom depend on agriculture and natural resources for their livelihoods. On the other hand, India is
one of the most vulnerable countries to climate change due to its exposure to natural disasters, rising
sea levels, and fluctuating weather patterns.
The Indian government has developed a climate justice framework that emphasizes the need for
inclusive action in addressing climate change. India’s framework revolves around three key elements:
1. Adaptation: Supporting vulnerable populations in adapting to the impacts of climate change.
2. Mitigation: Reducing emissions without compromising economic development.
3. Financial Support: Ensuring that developing countries receive adequate financial and
technological support from developed nations.
India's approach is rooted in‘the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities—where
countries like India, which have contributed less to global emissions, should not be expected to bear
the same burden as the developed nations. This principle is fundamental to climate justice, as it
acknowledges that the historical responsibility for climate change lies with developed countries.

INDIA’S ROLE IN GLOBAL CLIMATE JUSTICE

India’s commitment to climate justice is evident in its participation in international climate
agreements and initiatives. India played a key role in the Paris Agreement in 2015, where it made
ambitious commitments to reduce its carbon intensity by 33-35% by 2030, compared to 2005 levels.
The Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) that India submitted to the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) demonstrate its determination to address both climate
change and socio-economic inequality.

1. Promotion of Renewable Energy - India has committed to expanding its renewable energy
capacity to 500 GW by 2030, as part of its goal to generate 50% of its energy from non-fossil
sources. This includes significant investments in solar and wind energy. The International
Solar Alliance (ISA), co-founded by India, is a global initiative to promote the use of solar
power and help developing countries access affordable, sustainable energy.

2. The Role of Climate Finance - India’s commitment to climate justice includes a focus on
ensuring that developed countries meet their financial obligations to support developing
nations. India continues to push for the fulfillment of climate finance commitments under
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the Paris Agreement, where developed countries promised to mobilize $100 billion annually
for climate action in developing nations by 2020. India argues that without adequate financial
support, the goal of global climate justice cannot be achieved.

A Green Recovery Post-COVID - India has also advocated for a green recovery in the post-
COVID world, urging countries to align their economic recovery plans with sustainable
practices. This includes investments in clean energy, green jobs, and climate-resilient
infrastructure, which will help India recover from the pandemic while ensuring that future
generations are not burdened by environmental degradation.

INDIA’S CHALLENGES IN ACHIEVING CLIMATE JUSTICE

1.

Balancing Economic Growth and Sustainability - India’s biggest challenge in achieving climate
justice lies in balancing economic growth with environmental sustainability. As a developing
nation, India’s priority is to provide employment and economic opportunity for its growing
population. The demand for fossil fuels and carbon-intensive industries is high, and
transitioning to sustainable practices requires significant investment in clean technology and
infrastructure.

Vulnerable Populations and Regional Disparities - While India has made progress in
addressing climate change at the national level, regional disparities remain. States like
Uttarakhand, Kerala, and Odisha are particularly vulnerable to floods, storms, and sea-level
rise, affecting rural populations the most. Ensuring that climate justice reaches local
communities and marginalized populations is a challenge for India. These communities often
lack access to the resources necessary to adapt to climate impacts, such as resilient
infrastructure and financial aid.

Overcoming Energy Access Barriers - India’s energy demand is expected to increase
significantly in the coming decades. The challenge lies in providing affordable and reliable
energy to its rural populations while reducing its dependence on fossil fuels. While India’s
focus on renewables is commendable, the country still relies heavily on coal for energy
production. The transition to clean energy is slow, requiring large investments in
infrastructure and technological innovation.

INDIA’S PATH FORWARD: ADVANCING CLIMATE JUSTICE

1.

Emphasizing Inclusivity in Climate Policy - To ensure that climate justice benefits all Indians,
particularly the most vulnerable, India should focus on inclusive climate policies that address
the needs of marginalized communities. This could include subsidies for renewable energy
adoption in rural areas, climate-resilient agriculture, and climate education programs. Local
governments and communities must be involved in climate action plans to ensure that
development is both sustainable and inclusive.

Accelerating Green Innovation and Investments - India must continue to invest in green
technologies and innovation to ensure that its transition to a sustainable economy is
successful. The government should incentivize the private sector to develop clean
technologies in sectors such as solar energy, electric vehicles, and sustainable agriculture.
Providing tax breaks and subsidies for green startups can help India become a leader in green
innovation.

Stronger International Cooperation on Climate Finance - India should continue to press for
the fulfillment of climate finance commitments under the Paris Agreement. As part of
climate justice, developed nations must deliver on their promise of financial support for
climate action in developing countries. India should leverage its role in international forums
to demand increased investment in climate adaptation and resilience, ensuring that the
global south is not left behind in the fight against climate change.

CONCLUSION
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In conclusion, India’s role in climate justice is pivotal in the global fight against climate change. As a
rapidly developing nation with a large and vulnerable population, India must balance its economic
goals with its commitment to climate justice. Through its leadership in renewable energy, climate
finance, and international collaboration, India can ensure that its development trajectory is
sustainable and equitable. The path forward lies in creating inclusive policies, fostering green
innovation, and ensuring that climate finance reaches the most vulnerable communities. By 2047,
India can become a global leader in climate justice, where sustainable development and social equity
go hand in hand, ensuring a better future for all citizens.

Futuristic Vision: By 2047, India will be at the forefront of global climate action, where sustainability
and equity drive its economic and social growth, positioning it as a model for climate justice and
green development.
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