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One of the greatest theoretical physicists of all time, Einstein is best known for the Theory of
Relativity although the Nobel Prize was awarded for his work on the interpretation of Photoelectric
effect. He revealed that it took him just five weeks to write his paper on Relativity in between his
work as a clerk. On being asked to explain the Theory of Relativity, Einstein explained in his
inimitable style, “When a man sits with a pretty girl for an hour it seems like a minute. But let him
sit on a hot stove for a minute, it will seems like more than an hour. That is Relativity.” He also
remarked, ““Since mathematicians have invaded the Theory of Relativity | do not understand it

III

myself anymore!” He was a simple and unassuming man to whom success. Luxury possessions and
appearances were unimportant. He was often seen walking on the streets of Berne in green slippers
without socks when appointed as the Dean of a university, it is said that he was asked to furnish a
list of his requirements. His immediate demand was a wastepaper basket. On being asked the

reason for this, his typical response later was ‘| commit mistakes you know.
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